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DEVIL  UPON  TWO  STICKS. 


CHAP.      VIII. 

The  DEVIL  upon  Two  STICKS  takes  Dots 
CLEOFAS  a  Morning  StrtlL  —  Certain  Cha- 
raflers  of  tke  Ton. 


CLEOFAS  was  on  the  moment 
of  rifing,  when  the  Devil  upon  Two 
Sticks  entered  his  chamber.  <c  I  was  ra 
ther  apprehenfive,  my  dear  friend,"  faid 
the  Count,  ."  that  fome  or  other  of  your 
profeflional  undertakings  would  have  kept 
you  from  me  till  a  much  later  hour.  I 
had  really  appointed  this,  morning  for  an 
exercife  of  patience."  "  The  commifiions 
of  the  laft  evening,"  anfwered  Afmodeus, 
were  very  fpeedily  executed  ;  out  of  five, 
VOL.  II.  A  I  found 


2  DEVIL    UPON    TWO    STICKS 

I  found  four  already  compleated  -,  and  as 
to  the  other,  it  required  fo  little  of  my  in 
terference,  that  though  I  may  feel  a  natural 
fatisfaction  at  the  event,  I  cannot  arrogate 
to  rnyfelf  any  merit  whatever  on  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  it."  "  Though  I  moft  fmcerely 
rejoice  in  your  liberty/'  faid  Don  Cleofas, 
"  I  cannot  play  the  hypocrite  fo  far,  as  to 
cxprefs  any  fatisfaction  at  your  triumphs 
over  poor  human  frailty,  and  efpecially 
that  part  of  it  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
female  heart." — c<  Nor  (hall  I  be  guilty 
of  duplicity  to  you,'"  anlwered  the  Demon, 
<c  by  paying  you  any  compliments  upon 
the  amiable  effulions  of  your  benevolent 
fpirit ;  your  confcience  was  not  always,  I 
believe,  of  fuch  a  tender  nature :  but  be 
that  as  it  may,  the  bufinefs  of  laft  night, 
though  I  had  very  little  concern  in  it,  may, 
notwithstanding,  afford  you  fome  enter 
tainment  3  and,  while  you  are  taking  your 
breakfaft,  I  will,  without  any  fear  of  of 
fending  your  delicacy,  give  you  the  pic 
ture 
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ture  it  affords  of  a  Woman  of  Fafhion." 
Don  Cleofas  fmiled,— and  gave  his  mbfl 
willing  attention  to  the  following  relation. 

The  WOMAN  of  FASHION. 

"  LEONORA  was  a  wealthy  orphan,  who 
had  been  left,  at  a  very  early  age,  to  the 
care  of  a  maiden  aunt,  in  a  diftant  part  of 

the  weft  of  England.     Mrs.  P -, 

for  that  was  the  lady's  name,  had  been,  for 
many  years,  an  inhabitant  of  London,  a 
devoted  admirer  of  quality,  and  in  the  ha 
bits  of  intimacy  with  feveral  perfons,  who 
had  fome  little  pretenfions  to  it.  An  ac 
cident,  however,  befell  her,  which,  though 
by  no  means  generally  known,  or  even 
fufpected,  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  ren 
der  it  rather  prudent  for  her  to  retire,  for 
fome  time,  to  her  country  feat  5  where  fhe 
practifed  oflentatious  charity,  aflumed  the 
airs  of  high  life,  dictated  to  her  provincial 
neighbours,  and  confoled  herfelf  in  being 
A  2  the 
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the  firft  perfon  in  her  country  focieties,  for 
being  no  longer  the  laft  among  her  London 
acquaintance.  To  this  lady,  the  lively, 
beautiful,  and  wealthy  Leonora  was  entruft- 
ed;  and,  under  her  tuition,  was  this  charm 
ing  girl  to  be  inftru&ed  in  the  accomplim- 
ments  of  her  fortune  and  ftation. 

cc  The  firft  idea  and  principal  object  of 

Mrs.  P ,  was  to  inftill  into  the  mind 

of  her  niece,  the  ambition  to  become  a 
woman  of  famion .  The  perfection  of  fuch 
a  character,  as  it  was  conceived  in  the  mind 
of  the  old  lady,  was  the  model  on  which 
Leonora  was  to  be  formed.  Her  vivacity 
was,  by  no  means,  unfuitable  to  her  years ; 
but  her  aunt  was  very  attentive  to  check 
the  flow  of  it,  by  afluring  her  that  (he 
would  be  too  boiflerous  for  a  woman  of 
faihion.  The  good  lady's  arguments  in 
favour,  or  to  the  difad vantage  of  any  part 
of  Leonora's  conduct,  all  ended  in  defcri- 
bing  its  approach  to,  or  deviation  from, 
her  favourite  character.  The  accomplifh- 

ments 
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ments  of  her  fex,  which  the  carclefs  levity 
of  youth  ufed  fometimes  to  neglect,  were 
not  reprefented  to  her  as  neceffary  to  the 
ornament  or  comfort  of  her  life,  but 
urged  merely  as  the  eflential  accompani 
ments  of  the  famionable  character;  as  no 
one  couldfigure,  with  propriety, in  fafhiona- 
ble  circles,  or  even  gain  a  welcome  admif- 
fion  into  them,  who  did  not  poJTefs  the 
paflport  of  elegant  education. 

"  Mrs.  P appeared  to  confider 

religion  as  a  matter  of  no  confequence 
whatever  in  forming  the  mind  of  her  young 
relation.  The  fafhionable  manner  of  walk - 
ing  up  the  aifle  of  a  church,  and  exerci- 
fing  the  ceremonies  of  a  pew,  were  all  flie 
taught  her  concerning  her  duty  to  the  Crea 
tor.  Whether  Mrs.  P was  of  opi 
nion  that  women  of  fafhion  have  nothing 
to  do  with  Heaven,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
determine  ;  but  fhe  certainly  never  made 
the  lead  mention  of  fuch  a  place  to  poor 
Leonora;  and  left  the  clergyman,  in  his 
A  3  weekly 
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weekly  difcourfe,  to  preach  about  it  to  her, 
in  common  with  the  reft  of  his  congrega 
tion. 

"  Leonora,  as  may  be  very  naturally 
fuppofed,  did  not  at  all  like  the  formality 
of  her  aunt,  and  her  lively  fpirits  .broke 
out,  fometimes,  in  oppofition  to  it$  fb 
that  the  old  lady,  from  one  caufe  or  ano 
ther,  was  under  continual  apprehenfions 
that  her  niece  would  never  become  a  wo 
man  of  falhion.  Nay,  the  girl  hearing, 
one  morning  while  fhe  was  at  breakfaft,  a 
pack  of  hounds  in  full  cry,  fprang  from  her 
feat,  overturned  the  table,  ran  into  the 
field,  and  followed  the  chace,  till  fhe  had 
fcarce  a  fhoe  to  her  foot,  or  a  rag  to  her 
back.  This  circumftance  was  of  fuch  a 

nature,  as  to  make  Mrs.  P — defpair 

of  ever  reducing  the  Tom-boy  character, 
as  fhe  was  pleafed  to  call  it,  of  her  giddy 
relation,  to  any  thing  like  the  flbriety  of 
decorum,  fo  effentially  requifite  to  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  woman  of  faihion. 

"  There 
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cc  There  was,  however,  one  method 
yet  untried,  by  which  the  good  lady 
thought  that  a  proper  ambition  might  be 
infmuated  into  Leonora's  mind;  and  that 
was  to  employ  her  in  reading  aloud  the 
London  newfpapers;  which,  as  they  con 
tain  an  epitome  of  what  paffes  in  the  polite 
world,  might,  with  the  afiiftance  of  certain 
explanatory  comments,  ferve  as  a  very  cor 
rect  fource  of  infl  ruction  ,•  and  help  to  fit 
her  for  the  character  which  it  was  the  fond- 
eft  ambition  of  her  aunt  to  fee  her  attain. — • 

f  I  Jhould  die  in  peace,    faid  Mrs.  P^ , 

frequently  to  her  niece,    c  if  I  could  once 
c  fee  you  a  woman  of  fafhion.' 

cc  In  confequence  of  this  plan,  Leonora 
began  her  newfpaper  ftudies  ;  and  took  fo 
kindly  to  the  occupation,  that  her  aunt  be 
gan  to  form  the  moil  flattering  hopes  of 
her  future  confequence.  Nor  were  her  con 
jectures  erroneous;  for  within  a  month  af 
ter  this  courfe  of  inftrudtion  had  commen 
ced,  the  following  converfation  took  place 
between  them : 

A  4  «  And 
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f  And  pray,    my   dear  madam/    de 
manded  Leonora,  c  what  is  this  journey 

*  to    Gretna   Green,    that  I    fee    fo   fre- 
c  quently  mentioned  in  the  papers  ?' —  A 

*  runaway  marriage   is  a  folly ,  my  dear,' 

anfwered   Mrs.  P-— ,  *  that  people  of 

€  f  aft)  ion  are  fome  times  guilty  of.'     c  And 
f  what  is  this  ftrange  account,'  faid  the 
young  lady,  c  of  a  certain  Duchefs  having 
6  loft  ten  thoufand  pounds  at  Faro,  in  the 
r  courfe  of   a  week?'—  *  Gaming,*    an- 
frVCrcd  the  old  lady,  c  is  2,  pr^CC  I  49 

*  not  approve  ;  but  women  of  fajhion  can- 

*  not  always  avoid  it, — they  muft  Jometimes 
c  comply  with  the  wijhes  of  their  friends? 
c  But  do   explain  to   me,   my  dear,  dear 

*  aunt  I1  exclaimed   Leonora,  c  this  unin- 

*  telligible  ftory  of  a  lady,   not  an  hun- 
e  dred  miles  from  Berkeley  Square,  who 

*  is  faid  to  have  given  fome  very  fprouting 

*  ornaments  to    her  hufband's  temples.' — 
c  Ah !  my  dear  niece/    replied  the  good 
lady,  c  women  of  fajhion   will  have  their 
'  caprices.' — In  fhort,  the  newfpapers  af 
forded 
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forded  all  the  inftru&ion  to  the  niece  that 
the  aunt  could  wifh;  and  fo  apt  a  fcholar 
did  the  young  lady  prove, — that  Mrs. 

P determined,  at  once,  to  give  her 

an  immediate  feafon  at  Bath,  as  a  prepara 
tion  for  the  more  enlarged  fphere  of  Lon 
don, 

"  Leonora  was  lively,  handfome,  and 
heirefs  to  a  fortune  of  three  thoufanda  year. 
It  will,  therefore,  be  readily  believed,  that 
{lie  was  univerfally  admired: — in  Ihort, 
Leonora  danced,  fell  violently  in  love,  and 
ran  away  to  Scotland,  with  a  younger  bro* 
ther  of  good  family  and  fmall  fortune. — As 
foon  as  me  was  married,  me  wrote  to  her 
aunt,  informing  her,  that  Jflie  had  taken 
a  journey  to  Gretna  Green,  and  that  me 
did  not  doubt  of  being  forgiven,  as  it  was 
a  folly  that  people  of  fajhion  were  f emetines 

guilty  of. Mrs.    P was    not 

altogether  pleafed,  but  finding   that  her 

niece  had  married  a   gentleman  of  good 

family,  and  was  of  courfe  likely  to  become 

A  5  a  woman 
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a  woman  of  fafhion,  flie  made  her  a  pre- 
fent  of  fome  family  jewels,  and  retired  to 
her  own  country  reiidence. 

ic  Leonora  now  entered  into  all  the  gaiety 
of  fafhionable  life; — her  whole  time  was 
engroiTed  by  the  occupations  of  drefs 
and  the  vanity  of  pleafure, — by  public 
amufements  and  private  parties. — It  fo 
happened,  indeed,  that  at  one  of  the  lat 
ter,  fhe  engaged  at  a  fafhionable  game  of 
chance,  and  loft  a  very  considerable  fun* 
ofmoney:  of  this  circumflance,  fome  good- 
humoured  friend  informed  her  aunt  in  the 
country ;  and  to  the  letter  of  remonft  ranee 
which  the  good  lady  wrote  upon  the  occa- 
fion,  Leonora  replied,  in  anfwer,  that  though 
gaming  was  by  no  means  what  me  approv 
ed,  yet  women  of  fajhion  cannot  always 
avoid  it  y  they  mufl  Jometimes  comply  with 

the  diffofition  of  their  friends. For  fix 

months  after  their  marriage,  Leonora  and 
her  hufband  were  paffionately  fond  of  each 
other, — and  then  became  as  faihionably 

indifferent, 
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indifferent,  as  people  of  fafhion  need  to 
be. — She  was  by  far  too  handfome  not  to 
have  fuitors  in  plenty 3  and  too  incautious 
not  to  be  feduced,"  continued  the  Demon, 
"  with  very  little  affiftance  from  me;  and 

Mrs.    P >    will  foon.  read  in  her 

darling  newfpapers,  that  her.  niece  isfuf- 
peffed  of  having  enriched  the  temples  of  her 
hufband. — The  old  lady  will,  on  this  intel 
ligence,  haflen  up  to  town; — and  in  anfwer 
to  her  reproof  on  the  occafion,  her  niece 
is  prepared  to  reply,  that  women  of  fajhion 
mil  have  their  caprices.  In  Ihort,  Mrs. 
P >— ,  may  now  die  in  peace ;  for  Leo 
nora  is  a  complete  woman  of  fajhion" 

<f  And  fo  much,'7  faid  Don  Cleofas, 
failing,  "for  the  care  of  a  maiden  aunt 
in  the  country."  "  In  this  inftance,"  laid 
the  Demon,  "  I  muft  acknowledge,  it  has 
not  been  fuccefsful ;  but  it  is,  by  no  means, 
the  worft  mode  of  female  education  em 
ployed  in  this  country,  when  the  aunt  has 
common  underftanding.  Poor  Leonora 
A  6  was 
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was  truly  unfortunate  in  the  guardian  of 
her  youth ;  for  her  vivacity  was  that  of 
innocence,  and  wanted  nothing  but  the 
attentions  of  a  rational  inftructor,  to  be 
come  the  guardian,  inftead  of  being  the 
betrayer  of  her  virtue. 

cc  But  it  is  now  time,"  continued  the 
Demon,  <(  to  haften  your  toilette,  that  I 
may  proceed  in  the  courfe  of  my  morning 
inftruclions ;  ^  ftroll  in  fome  of  the  moft 
frequented  parts  of  this  end  of  the  town* 
will  furnifh  me  with  every  opportunity 
I  can  defire." 

As  they  entered  Pall-mall,  "  that  tall, 
thin  man/'  faid  Afmodeus,  "  who  appears 
to  be  in  fuch  a  violent  hurry,  is  a  baronet, 
who  holds  himfelf  forth  as  a  character  of 
imivejfal  benevolence.  He  is  a  great  pro 
moter  of  charitable  fubfcriptions,  and  loves 
to  fee  his  name  in  the  public  lifts  of  thofe 
who  contribute  to  them.  As  a  proof  of 
his  philanthropy,  he  devotes  a  part  of 

every 
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every  morning  to  an  attendance  on  the 
principal  public  office  of  the  police,  to 
gratify  the  finer  feelings  of  his  heart,  in 
hearing  the  examination  of  the  various  of 
fenders  who  are  brought  before  it.  A  very 
notorious  villain  is,  this  day,  to  appear 
there,  on  the  charge  of  a  murder,  which 
was  attended  with  circumftances  of  un 
common  cruelty;  and  the  amiable  knight 
is  now  hurrying  thither  an  hour  before  the 
time  of  bufineis,  in  order  to  fecure  him- 
felf  a  commodious  place. " 

"  But  tell  me,  I  pray  you./*  faid  Don 
Cleofas,  tc  what  fuperb  hotel  is  this  before 
us  ?" — "  It  is/'  anfwered  the  Demon, — 
"  the  refidence  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Britim  empire  ; 
in  which  an  enormous  expence  has  been 
employed,  with  very  little  tafte,  and  left 
knowledge." — Is  it  not  pofiible,"  demand 
ed  the  Counti  "  to  gratify  my  curiofity  with 
a  light  of  that  illuftrious  perfonage  ?" — 
"  Moft  afTuredly/'  anfwered  Afmodeus. 

«  Indeed, 
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Cf  Indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  will 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  in  the 
courfe  of  our  morning's  walk.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  loves  to  appear  without  form  or 
parade,  and  mixes  in  fociety,  and  purfues 
his  amufements  with  the  eafe  and  freedom 
of  a  private  gentleman.  Your  Spanifh 
pride  will  be  aftonifhed  at  the  familiarity 
with  which  lie  mingles  in  the  fcenes  of  or 
dinary  life*" 

«  I  fuppofe,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,  « that 
the  gentleman  who  has  juft  iiTued  on  horfe- 
back  from  the  court  of  the  hotel,  with  a 
groom  following  him,  is  one  of  the  Royal 
houihold.  If  I  may  guefs  from  the  vio 
lent  rate  at  which  he  gallops  along  the 
ftreet,  he  is  difpatched  on  bufmefs  of  the 
firft  importance.  His  zeal  in  his  mailer's 
fervice  is  certainly  very  great,  as  he  feems 
to  run  no  fmall  rifque  of  his  life  in  the  ex 
ecution  of  it." — cc  Prepare  yourfelf  then 
to  be  a  little  furprifed,  my  good  friend," 
replied  Afmodeus,  fmiling,  ' '  for  that  very, 

perfon 
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perfon  is  the  Prince  himfelf."— cc  If  that 
can  be  pofilble,"  faid  the  Count,  with  a 
look  and  fhrug  of  the  utmoft  furprife,  "  all 
I  have  to  obferve  on  the  fubjedl  is,  that  if 
my  head  flood  the  leaft  chance  of  wearing 
a  crown,  I  would  not  be  quite  fo  carelefs 
of  the  neck  that  fnpports  it."  <s  There 
are  many  very  fenfible  people,"  obferved 
the  Demon,  "  who  are  precifely  of  your 
opinion  :  but  we  fhall  fee  more  of  this  il- 
luflrious  perfonage  hereafter;" — "  and,  I 
trufr,''  faid  the  Count,  <c  in  a  fituation 
more  to  -his  advantage/' — c<  That  I  cannot 
abfolutely  promife/*  anfwered  Afmodeus : 
<(  But,  at  prefent,  I  muft  intreat  you  to 
transfer  your  attention  to  the  (talking  figure 
that  approaches  us,  with  a  flar  glittering 
on  his  bread,  and  a  crimfon  ribband  hang 
ing  acrofs  his  waiftcoat,  which  makes  fo 
eafy  a  reft  ing  place  for  his  left-hand.  Re 
gard,  I  befeech  you,  the  nice  adjuflment 
of  the  colours  of  his  drefs,  to  dilplay, 
with  the  moft  finking  effect,  his  infignia 
of  knighthood. 

"He 
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<c  He  is,  I  allure  you,  one  of  thole 
pkafant  men,  who  are  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  themfelves,  and  whofe  whole  happi- 
neis  contlfts  in  the  uniform  fincerity  of 
felf-applaufe.  He  daily  fallies  forth,  not 
with  the  idle  fpirit  of  antient  knighthood,, 
in  fearch  of  adventures,  but  ta  offer  him- 
felf  and  his  diftinguifhed  decorations  to- 
the  public  gaze.  After  a  patrole  through 
fome  of  the  more  frequented  and  fafhion- 
able  ftreets,  he  returns  home,  and  con- 
foles,  himfelf  through  the  remainder  of  a 
dull  day,  with  an  occalional  application  to 
the  looking-glafs,  and  the  pleafure  which 
refults  from  refleclmg  on  the  morning  ex 
hibition  of  his  perfonal  fplendour.  The 
generality  of  people  connect  the  pleafure 
of  feeing,  with  that  of  being  feen ;  but 
fuch  is  his  calm  philofophy,  that  his  wifhes 
do  not  extend  beyond  the  latter  fatisfac- 
tion. 

"  The  tall,  well-looking  man  that  fol 
lows  him,  is  a  knight  of  another  cafly  who 

is 
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is  alfo  very  fond  of  walking  the  ftreets,  but 
for  a  lefs  innocent  and  lefs  honourable  pur- 
pofe.  He  is  a  baronet  of  confiderable 
fortune,  who  lets  his  country-feat,  and 
lives  entirely  in  town,  for  no  better  rea- 
fon,  than  to  carry  on  intrigues  with  mil 
liners  apprentices,  fervant  maids,  and  the 
lower  clafs  of  females.  He  prowls  about 
the  town  in  fearch  of  fuch  objects  as  fuit 
his  depraved  fancy,  and  then  returns  home 
to  meet  a  little  infamous  German  Baron, 
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fubordinate  female  agent,  to  hunt  down 
the  game  that  he  has  difcovered.  From 
this  account  of  the  gentleman,  you  will 
not  be  furprifed  that  he  is  always  feen 
alone.  His  occupations,  you  may  ob- 
ferve,  would  make  companions  inconve 
nient;  but  this  is  not  all,  —  fafliionable 
amufements  delight  him  not,  and  even  ele 
gant  vice  difdains  him  :  fo  that  his  whole 
fociety  confifts  of  the  panders  of  his  paf- 
fions,  and  the  unhappy  wretches  who  are 
feduced  to  gratify  them.  By  your  farcak 

tic 
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tic  fmiie,"  continued  Afmodeus,  "  I  per 
ceive  that  you  coniider  him  as  a  favourite 
engine  of  my  miniitry  5  but  your  fagacity 
is  deceived  :  his  are  petty,  grovelling  mif- 
chiefs,  that  difgrace  the  caufe  I  was  formed 
to  fupport.." 

«  Tell  me  then,"'  faid  Don  Cleofas,— 
"  who  is  that  fingular  figure  whom  I  faw 
in  the  elegant  vis~a-vis  that  has  juft  palled 
us." — "You  will  not  fuppofe,  I 'fancy," 
replied  the  Demon,  "  that  he.  at  lead,  ha* 
any  {hare  in  my  concerns,  when  I  tell  you 
that  he  is  a  Caftrato.  This  neutral  kind 
of  animal  is  a  linger'at  the  Italian  opera.; 
who,  for  a  winter's  exhibition  of  his  vocal 
powers,  is  paid  the  fum  of  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  ;  with  the  allowance  of  a  brilliant 
equipage,  a  good  houfe,  an  handfome  table, 
and  a  public  benefit ;  belides  the  numerous 
prefents  of  the  nobility  and  perfons  of 
fafhion,  at  whofe  private  concerts  he  con- 
defcends  to  affift.' — "  This,  indeed,  is  a 
glorious  country,"  exclaimed  Don  Cleo- 
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fas,  "  in  which  every  fpecies  of  merit  is  furc 
of  a  reward  !" 

"  You  will  be  confirmed  in  your  opi 
nion,"  obferved  the  Demon,  "  when  I  in 
form  you  concerning  the  perfon  who  has 
juft  defcended  from  his  carriage,  at  the 
door  of  the  great  hotel  before  us.  He  is 
a  quack  of  the  firfl  clafs,- — and  pretends, 
by  the  power  of  fympathy,  or  what  he  calls 
animal  magnetifm,  to  cure  all  the  difor- 
ders  of  the  human  frame,  without  any  ap 
plication  whatever  to  the  powers  of  medi 
cine.  He  attends  there  on  a  lady  of  the 
firfl  fafhion,  for  a  diforder  in  her  eyes, 
acquired  by  the  midnight  vigils  of  the 
gaming-table;  and  whofe  impatience  at 
being  kept  fo  long  from  her  darling  em 
ployment  by  the  regular  care  of  regular 
men,  has  fent  for  this  wretched  empi 
ric,  who  promifes,  in  a  very  fhort  time^ 
to  charm  away  her  complaint.  Mofl 
luckily  for  him,  he  is  called  upon  at  a 
period  when  the  diforder  is  yielding  to 

the 
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the  treatment  which  had  been  already  pur- 
fued ; — and  he  will  actually  obtain  the  cre 
dit  of  the  cure,  by  his  impertinent  mum 
mery,  which  had,  in  fact,  been  already 
performed  by  the  practical  (kill  of  thofe 
who  preceded  him. 

The  good  fenfe  of  the  nation  natu rally- 
treats  with  contempt  and  difdain  fuch  ex 
amples  of  empirical  effrontery  j  but  ftill 
thefe  crafty  people  find  a  refource  in  the 
weak,  who  are  eafily  deceived, — in  the  lo 
vers  of  novelty,  who  are  eager  to  try  any 
thing  they  never  heard  of  before, — in  the 
curious,  who  are  ever  willing  to  pay  their 
money  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity, — in  the 
hypochondriac,  who  exiils  by  ringing 
changes  upon  remedies, — and  in  the  def- 
pariing, — who,  having  been  given  up  as 
incurable  by  regular  practice, — can  hardly 
be  blamed  for  applying  to  the  vaunting 
promifes  of  quackery.  Hence  it  is,  that 
in  this  opulent  country,  the  weak  and  the 

thought^ 
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thoughtlefs,  furnifh  a  fupport  for  ignorance, 
impudence  and  knavery. 

But  in  order  to  change  the  clafs  of  our 
fubjeds,  which  have  not  hitherto  been  of 
the  firft  order, — and  to  awaken  in  your 
mind  thofe  feelings  which  are  the  moft 
congenial  to  your  nature,  let  me  requeft 
your  attention/'  continued  Afmodeus,  ccto 
the  perfon  who  is  coming  flowly  down  the 
ftreet  on  horfeback,  followed  by  a  groom 
in  a  blue  livery. 

He  is  a  gentleman  who  was  born  to  a 
great  fortune,  and  fucceeded  to  his  inheri 
tance  at  an  early  period  of  life. —  His 
talents  were,  by  no  means,  of  the  firft  clafs, 
but  they  received  every  aid  and  advantage 
which  education  could  beftow. 

On  his  return  from  the  tour  of  Europe,  he 

appeared  on  the  theatre  of  fafhionable  life 

with  eclat  and  refpect. — His  manners  were 

amiable,  his  accompliihments  elegant,  and 

I  his 
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his  fortune  confiderabld.  He  had  no  vices  to 
indulge,  and  no  violent  pafPions  to  gratify. 
He  never  fat  down  to  a  card-table,  but  at 
private  afTemblies, — and  his  attachment  to 
the  fairer  fex  never  betrayed  itfelf  in  a  man 
ner  that  ought  to  dif grace  him. — He  was 
humane,  and  he  was  generous, — but  was 
never  extravagant. — He  did  not  wifh  to 
hoard  up,  and  he  was  determined  not  to 
run  out. — He  perfectly  underflood  the  ac 
commodation  of  means  to  ends ;  and  was, 
therefore,  never  heated  by  the  fever  of 
luxurious  enjoyment,  or  chilled  by  the  cold 
fits  of  fatiety,  inconvenience  or  dilirefs. 

"  Such  a  man,  you  will  fay,  was  formed 
to  be  happy ;  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
defcribe  him  as  poflefling  the  happinefs  he 
fo  well  deferves  : — for,  with  all  his  good 
fenfe,  and  in  fpite  of  all  his  precaution,  he 
became  enamoured  of  a  lady  whom  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  poiTefs. — She  was  in 
the  higheft  rank  of  nobility  ;  and  though, 
by  no  means  beyond  the  reach  of  his  for 
tune 
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tune  and  fituation,  would  never  have  been 
yielded  to  him,  but  from  the  influence  of 
that  mutual  regard  which  did  not  exift. — 
Indeed  the  lady  was  not  only  engaged,  at 
this  period,  to  a  young  nobleman  of  her 
own  choice,  which  wasy  in  itfelf,  an  invin 
cible  obftacle  to  this  gentleman's  preten- 
lions  ;  but  with  a  fruitlefs  vanity,  that  de- 
ferves  the  har  fheft  name,  ihe  thought  pro 
per  to  amufe  herfelf  with  deriding  that  af- 
feclion  which  her  charms  had  produced  in 
the  bread  of  an  amiable  man;  who,  if  he 
could  not  obtain  her  love,  at  leaft  deferved 
her  pity. 

<c  For  fome  time  he  ftruggled  againfl 
the  paffion  that  polTerTed  him,  but  ftrug 
gled  in  vain.  The  barbed  arrow  remained 
in  his  heart,  and  the  mortification  which 
he  received  from  the  filly,  cruel  vanity  of 
the  beloved  object,  added  venom  to  the 
point.  He,  therefore,  very  wifely  deter 
mined  to  remove  himfelf  from  the  immedi 
ate 
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ate  fcene  of  his  difappointment, — and  ac 
cordingly  retired  to  the  continent. 

"  In  a  change  of  place, — in  a  variety 
of  amufements, — and  even  in  the  follies  of 
diffipation, — he  fought  for  that  peace  which 
he  could  not  find.  The  forrows  of  his 
mind  were  too  deeply  rooted  to  admit  of 
any  immediate  palliation.  They  pofiefTed 
an  obftinacy  that  feemed  to  threaten  a 
length  of  exiftence  equal  to  his  own.  The 
world,  with  all  its  gay  delights,  afforded 
him  but  a  temporary  remedy  ;  and  he  de 
termined  to  change  it  for  a  life  of  foli- 
tude.  -  He  retreated,  therefore,  to  a  fmall 
town  delightfully  fituated  in  Savoy >  where 
he  applied  himfelf  to  fevere  and  unre 
mitting  ftudy. 

"  In  the  progrefs  of  his  literary  purfuits, 
he  began  to  find  that  eafe  to  his  heart  which 
encouraged  him  to  continue  them.  After 
three  years  refidenCe  in  this  place,  he  made 
a  claffical  vifit  to  Italy,  and  then  returned 

to 
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to  England-, — but  he  no  {boner-  approached 
his  native  fhore,  than  he  difcovered,  what 
he  himfelf  fufpected,  that  the  wound  which  , 
love  had  made  in  his  peace,  was  not  per 
fectly  healed  -,  and  his  former  unfortunate 
prepofTeflion,  though  greatly  dirninifhed 
in  *  its  violence,  ftill  lives  in  his  heart. — 
He  has,  therefore,  devoted  himfelf  to  a 
fingle  life,  with  all  the  qualities  which 
would  enfure  happinefs  to  the  connubial 
(late. 

"  The  circumftances  of  his  earlier 
years,  which  were  not  generally  "known  at 
the  time,  are  now  not  known  at  all  j  and 
he  is  coniidered  as  an  elegant,  amiable  and 
well-read  man,  whom  every  one  loves ; — 
but  unhappily  afflicted  with  thofe  hypo- 
chondrical  affections  which  every  body 
pities." 

"  And  the  object  of  this  worthy  gen 
tleman's    affection,"    faid   Don    Cleofas, 
tc  may  I  be  permitted  to  afk,  what  is  be- 
VOL.  II.  B  come 
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come  of  her  ?" —  "  She  is  alive  and  well/' 
anfwered  Afmodeus,  "  and  obliged  to  be 
fatisfied.  Her  Lord  is  extremely  difiipated, 
but  at  the  fame  time  contrives  not  to  injure 
his  fortune  ;  and  is  continually  running  af 
ter  other  women,  but  has  not,  hitherto, 
fhewn  any  difpoiition  to  beat  her;  and  this 
is  all  the  comfort  fhe  derives  froin  him. — 
She  has  afon,  indeed,  a  very  amiable  young 
man,  who  has  been  lately  married  to 
his  charming  coufin  ;  and  fhe  now  looks 
forward,  with  anxious  expectation,  to 
the  happy  time,  when  the  young  people 
will  make  a  grandmother  of  her. 

"  My  attention,  however,  is  now  called,'* 
faid  Don  Cleofas,  "  to  an  object  that  does 
not  look  forward  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of 
fuch  a  character  for  many  years  to  corne, 
if  fhe  fhould  wifn  ever  to  enjoy  it  at  all. 
Maternal,  or  grand-maternal  pleafures  will 
not,  I  fear,  compofe  any  part  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  her  life  :  The  lady  who  is  coming 
this  way,  accompanied  by  a  young  man  in 

a  military 


IN     ENGLAND.  &7 

a.  military  habit,  appears  to  be  a  coquette 
of  the  firft  order.  How  lively  and  anima 
ted  are  her  looks  !  and  with  what  a  volubi 
lity  of  fpeech  does  fhe  addrefs  the  compa 
nion  of  her  walk,  as  me  pafles  along!  With 
fuch  a  charming  figure  fhe  rnuft  be  daily 
making  conquefts  ;  and,  from  what  I  have 
feen  of  her  manners,  I  prefurne  that  fhe  is 
equally  well  qualified  to  difdain  them  :- — 
Like  the  1  aft  lady  you  were  mentioning, 
fhe  can,  I  fancy,  take  fome  little  pain's  to 
create  a  pa  (lion,  and  then  laugh  at  the  fool 
for  fufFering  it  to  torment  him.*' 

*'  With  refpedl  to  vivacity,"  anfwercd 
Afmodeus,  <c  that  muft  be  vifible  to  every 
one  who  fees  her  ; — but  her  real  character 
is  only  known  to  thofe  who  know  her  well ; 
and  from  them  fhe  receives  the  tribute  of 
regard  and  admiration  which  me  fo  juftly 
deferves.  With  all  that  uncommon  flow 
of  fpirits  which  fhe  pofiefles, — fhe  neither 
wants  prudence  or  fenfibility ;  and  there 
Ba  is 
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is  not,  in  this  kingdom,  perhaps,  a  woman 
of  her  age,   or  indeed  of  any  age,  who 
gives  more   proper  examples  of  both.— 
She  has  good  counfels  for  the  unexperien 
ced,  and  a  friendly  tear  for  the    unfortu 
nate  ;  and  while  ihe  is   adorned  with  the 
fofter  virtues  of  her  fex,  that  vivacity  of 
difpofition,  which  led   you  to  form  fuch 
an  unfavourable  opinion  of  her,    enables 
her  to  fupport  the  troubles  of  a  very  em- 
barrafling  iituation. — She  is  a  widow;   her 
hufband,  whom  me  dearly  loved,  and  fin- 
cerely  laments,  died  about  two  years  ago 
and,  iince  that  time,  me  has  been  engaged 
in   a   mod   trpublelbme,   vexatious,    and 
oppreilive  law-fuit,  with  his  younger  bro 
ther,  who  was  heir  to  his  fortune,  and  re- 
fufes  to  fulfill  certain  bequefts  of  a  will 
made  in  her  favour.     In  this  contefr.,  her 
refolution  has  been  fuch,  as  to   baffle  her 
opponents,  and  will  caufe  her  final   tri 
umph  over  them. 

r  "  So 
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So  far  from  being  a  coquette,  accord 
ing  to  your  fufpicions,  fhe  has  not  a  lingle 
trait  of  that  character  in  hercompofition. 
Very  great  offers  have  been  made  her,  and 
fhe  might  be  married  to-morrow,  to  fplen- 
dour  and  titles  ;  but  without  making  any 
fool  i  fli  refolution  againft  repeating  the 
marriage  vow,  flic  has  determined  to  re-. 
main  in  her  prefent  fituation,  till  fhe  is, 
one  way  or  other,  entirely  freed  from  the 
very  unpleafant  circumftances  in  which 
fhe  is  at  prefent  involved.  An  hiftory  of 
them  would  occafion  my  engaging  you  in 
a  fcene  of  injuilice,  that  is  very  foreign  to 
our  prefent  purfuits  ;  I  fhall,  therefore,, 
content  myfelf  with  informing  you  of  an 
inftance  of  her  vivacity  and  fpirit,  during 
the  winter,  which,  I  am  certain,  will  af 
ford  you  no  common  fatis  faction. 

"  You  mufl  know  then,  that  this  lady 

had  been  aflured,  again  and  again,  by  thofe 

whom  fhe  well  knew  would  never  deceive 

her,  that  a  certain  vain   young   man   of 

B  3.  fafhion, 
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fafhion,  who  had  the  honour  of  her  acquain 
tance,  was  continually  throwing  out  hints 
among  his  friends,  that  fhe  granted  fa 
vours  to  him,  which  the  firft  man  on  earth 
would  not  be  able  to  obtain.  It  was  net 
in  her  character,  to  condefcend  fo  far  as 
to  remonftrate  per fon ally  with  him  on  his 
impertinence,  or  to  lament  to  her  friends 
the  cruelty  of  fuch  an  iniinuation,  and  to 
beg  fome  of  them  to  revenge  the  infult. 
In  this  bufinefs,  as  in  every  other,  Ihe 
acted  from  herfeif ;  and  accordingly  took 
the  opportunity,  during  a  very  inclement 
part  of  the  winter,  to  fend  him  a  formal 
invitation  to  dinner,  at  her  houfe,  which 
is  about  three  miles  from  town.  The  fop, 
elated  beyond  meafure  by  this  attention, 
communicated  the  circumftance,  in  all  the 
eagernefs  of  vanity,  to  his  friends,  exhi 
bited  the  card,  with  all  thofe  cunning 
looks  and  half  remarks,  which  were  to  de 
note  what  he  wifhed  to  have  fuppofed  of 
the  nature  of  his  connection  with  the  lovely 
woman  :  and,  having  arrayed  himfelf  in  all 

the 
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the  elegance  of  a  fafhionable  Adonis,  was, 
on  the  day  appointed,  received  by  her  with 
that  eafy  politenefs  and  frank  good-hu 
mour,  which  diftinguim  her  manners. — 
After  a  quarter  of  an  hour  had  patted  in 
the  chit-chat  of  the  day,  and  on  the  cruel 
continuance  of  bad  weather,  fhe  told  him 
that  he  would  have  but  a  \vhimfical  dinner; 
(  for/  faid  fhe,  in  a  farcaftic  tone,  c  I  fhall 
take  the  liberty  of  giving  you  your  defert 
firft  :'  and  immediately  ringing  the  bell,  (he 
ordered,  in  a  very  peremptory  manner,  the 
two  fervants  who  appeared  on  the  occafion, 
to  take  the  gentleman,  and  turn  him,  as 
unceremonioufly  as  they  thought  proper, 
out  of  her  doors ;  informing  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  it  was  on  account  of  the 
liberties  he  had  taken  with  her  character, 
that  fhe  now  ordered  the  prefent  liberty  to 
be  taken  with  his  perfon.  Whether  it  was 
from  cowardice  or  aftonifhment,  or  an 
union  of  them  both,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
determine,  but  he  fubmitted  to  the  difci- 
pline  without  the  leaft  refinance ;  and  this 
B  4  but- 
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butterfly  of  a  drawing-room,  found  him- 
fclf  on  an  open  road,  and  in  a  violent  faH 
of  fnow,  from  which  he  had  no  means  of 
flickering  his  fine-clad  form,  but  by  ap 
plying  to  the  protection  of  a  broad-wheel 
waggon,  whofe  flow  progrefs  gave  him  a 
moil  fortunate  opportunity  to  reflect  on  his 
folly,  and  the  proper  manner  in  which  he 
was  chaftifed  for  it.  The  lady  had  previ- 
oufly  invited  a  considerable  party  of  her 
friends  to  pafs  the  evening  with  her,  the 
mirth  of  which  was  infinitely  heightened 
by  the  lively  manner  in  which  fhe  defcribed 
the  aflignation  and  deiert  of  the  day.  '* 

So  delighted  was  Don  Cleofas  with  thii 
moil  pleafant  hiilory,  and  fo  eager  to  ex* 
prefs  his  fatisfaction  on  the  occallon,  that 
he  was  in  great  apparent  danger  from  a 
poft-chaife  and  four,  that  was  pairing  in 
great  fpeed  along  Piccadilly,  at  the  mo 
ment  when  he  was  crofling  it. 

cc  I  mufl  beg  leave  to  interrupt  your  re 
flections,  my  dear  friend/'  faid  Afmo- 

dcuf, 


I  N     EN  G  L  A  N  D.  33 

deus,  "  by  afking  you,  if  you  took  any  no 
tice  of  the  gentleman  in  that  carriage  whicH" 
hurried  along  fo  near  you  ^'—"Indeed  I  did 
not/'  replied  the  Count ;  "  for,  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  I  do  not  believe  that  I  {hall,  for 
fome  time,  be  able  to  think  of  any  thing 
but  the  charming  woman,  \vhofe  beccm-- 
ing  ipir't  and  good  fenfe  excites  my  moft 
fincere  admiration/' — fc  Be  that  as  it  may/' 
anfwered  the  Demon,  <f  I  muft  not  fufFer 
the  young  man,,  with  all  his  rapidity,  to 
efcape  us.  The  errand  upon  which  he  is 
gone,  may  not  excite  in  you  a  degree  of 
wonder  by  any  means  fimilar  to  that  with 
which  you  are  now  impreffed ;  for  dupes 
and  fools  may  be  found  in  every  quarter, 
while  a  zuife  woman  is  a  rara  avis,  not  of 
ten  heard  of,  and  leis  often  feen. 

"  This  gentleman  is  an  Officer  of  the 
Guards, who  is  related  to  a  Peer  of  a  fmgular 
but  worthlefs  charadler,  whom  he  affeded 
to  treat,  before  his  acceffion  to  the  honour 
and  fortune  of  his  family,  with  a  moft  ab- 
B  5  folute 
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folute  contempt  and  abhorrence, — but  to 
whofe  will,  however  abfurd  and  imperious, 
fmce  he  is  become  a  Lord,  he  manifefts 
the  moft  fervile  and  difgraceful  fubmiflion. 
This  morning  he  has  received  a  letter  from 
his  Lordlhip's  Steward,  which  informs  him, 
that  his  noble  couiin  has  paid  the  laft  debt 
of  nature,  at  the  family  feat;  and  that  by  his 
will,  he  fucceeds  to  a  legacy  often  thou- 
fand  pounds,  and  a  diamond  ring  of  great 
value : — It  alfo  requeils  his  immediate  pre- 
lence  in  the  country,  in  order  to  attend  the 
funeral. — In  confequence  of  this  informa 
tion,  he  clad  himfelf  in  the  deepeft  mourn 
ing,  and  fet  offexprefs,  as  we  have  juft  feen 
him,  to  pay  the  laft  fad  duties  to  his  deceaf- 
ed  relation.  He  will  arrive  at  the  end  of  his 
hafty  journey  to-morrow  morning;  when, 
to  his  utter  aftonifhment,  he  will  find  the 
noble  Lord  fauntering  on  the  lawn  before 
his  houfe,   in  perfect  health,  and  in  very 
impatient  expedation  of  this  doleful  viiit, 
which  he  had  himfelf  contrived,  in  order 
to  enjoy  the  confuiion  and  the  fables  of  his 

amiable 
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amiable  coufm;  to  laugh  at  the  facility 
with  which  he  was  duped,  and  to  hold  him 
forth  to  the  raillery  of  all  his  acquaintance. 
Such  an  impertinent,  and  even  cruel  ex ;  o- 
fure  of  him,  the  brave  officer  has  not  the 
fpirit  to  refent; — but  will  endeavour  to 
blunt  the  edge  of  his  perfecution,  by  joining 
in  the  laugh  again  ft  himielf." 

Cf  I  cannot  help  obferving,"  faid  the 
Count,  "  though  I  allure  you,  without  the 
lead  intention  to  flatter,  that  you  difplay  a 
molt  happy  judgment  in  contracting  the 
characters  which  you  are  fo  kind  as  to  il- 
luftrate  for  my  amufement  and  inftruc- 
tion."  "  In  order  therefore  to  preferve  the 
opinion  your  Lordfhip  is  pleaied  to  enter 
tain  of  me,"  anfwered  Afmodeus,  "  I  mull 
defire  you  to  regard,  with  a  very  particular 
attention,  the  gentleman  now  eroding  the 
flreet  towards  us,  who  wears  fuch  an  eafy 
fmile  on  his  countenance,  and  mutters  his 
thoughts  to  himfelf,  as  he  walks  along. — 
He  is  a  perfon,  of  great  worth  and  a  dupe, 

but 
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but  of  a  very  different  kind  from  the  laft, 
for  he  confefTes  himfelf  to  be  fo. — Indeed, 
his  dupery  deferves  a  better  name, — as  it 
confifts  in  an  accommodation  to  circum- 
ilances  which  he  knows  not  how  to  remedy. 
He  himfelf,  and  I  think  without  any  per- 
verfion  of  the  term,  denominates  it  pru 
dence  ^ — and  in  fpeaking  of  him,  I'fhall 
give  you  the  portrait  of  what  I  call  &  prti* 
dent  bufband. 

<c  He  is  a  man  of  rare  qualifications  and 
great  fortune. — -His  natural  abilities  re 
ceived  every  advantage  that  the  moft  po 
lite  education  could  beftow  on  them;  and 
he  poffefles  all  the  experience  that  exten- 
live  travels,  and  the  habits  of  public  life 
can  afford  him. — With  the  moft  finifhed 
accomplifhments,  he  is  bleffed  with  a  dif- 
pofition  to  make  them  acceptable  to  every 
kind  of  people, — and  all  who  know  him, 
love  him. — Among  men  of  literature,  he 
is  the  polifhed  fcholar  and  chafte  critic;  in 
polite  focieties,  he  is  the  eafy,  well  bred 

man 
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man  of  fafhion ;  and,  in  the  more  convi 
vial  parties,  he  is  the  jovial  companion.— 
When  he  is  in  the  country,  he  will  follow 
the  pleafures  of  the  chafe  with  ardour,  and 
join  in  the  mirth  of  the  evening  that  fuc- 
ceeds  it. — In  fhort,  he  has  the  power  of 
afTociating  himfelf  to  every  kind  of  allow 
able  character,  and  the  ready  inclination  to 
do  it: — but  he  is  married, — Very  foon 
after  his  return  from  his  foreign  tour,  he 
demanded  in  marriage  the  daughter  of  his 
father's  moft  intimate  friend :  his  propofals 
were  accepted  with  unfeigned  fatisfaction, 
and  he  was  foon  united  to  the  object  of 
his  wifhes.  Matilda  was  a  beautiful  girl, 
highly  accomplished,  and  fuppofed  to  pof- 
fefs  a  very  good  underftanding,  when  (lie 
was  married  to  a  man  who  was  formed  to 
make  a  fenfible  woman  the  happiefl  of  her 
fex. — But  from  a  focliih,  wayward  vanity, 
which  was  encouraged  by  his  lavish  indul 
gence,  {he  funk,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  into 
all  the  fupercilious  habits  of  a  fine  lady, — 
and  became  a  perfect  mafs  of  ficklenefs, 

non- 
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nonfcnfe,  and  affectation.  She  even  fan 
cied  herfelf  above  the  general  nature  of  her 
fex ; — was  fuperior  to  all  thofe  attentions 
and  employments  which  afford  fo  much 
real  delight  to  the  nuptial  (late,  and  re- 
figned  the  whole  bufmefs  of  domeftic  con 
cerns,  and  all  the  cares  of  parental  duty  to 
her  hufband. — To  drefs,  to  attend  public 
amufements,  and  to  invent  a  fafhion,  are 
the  active  parts  of  her  character  : — to  Ian- 
guifli  in  her  dreffing-room,  to  be  incapable 
of  the  leaft  exercife,  and  to  be  aJarmed  at 
thofe  exertions  which  are  necefTary  to  the 
common  offices  of  life,  compofe  the  nega 
tive  part  of  it. — Without  being  guilty  of 
any  actual  vice,  ihe  never  pradlifes  any 
aCtual  virtue;  and  though  fhe  does  not  ab- 
foluteiy  wiih  to  give  offence, — is  very 
far  from  difcovering  any  defire  to  commu 
nicate  pleafure. 

«  He  is  unhappy;— for  how  can  any 
man  of  fenfibility  be  otherwife,  when  he 
finds  his  expectations  of  matrimonial  com 
fort 
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fortfo  completely  difappointed? — His  fond 
attentions  poileffing  all  the  uniformity  of 
affection,  are  not  always  received,  and  very 
leldom  returned  with  that  kindnefs  which 
they  defer ve; — and  the  manner  of  life  mofl 
fuited  to  his  character  and  wifhes,  is  con 
tinually  interrupted  by  the  capricious  fan 
cies  of  this  unreflecting  beauty. — She  will 
determine,  on  a  fudden,  to  go  into  the  coun 
try  ;  and  as  me  is  never  contradicted,  the 
immediate  arrangements  take  place  for 
complying  with  her  defire. — In  a  fortnight, 
perhaps,  her  fpirits  demand  a  change  of 
air,  and  fome  diftant  bathing  place  is 
thought  neceiTary  to  relieve  their  languor. 
Her  jewels  are  new  fet  every  winter, — the 
plate  is  frequently  melted  down  to  take  a 
new  form,  and  her  coach  is  known  to  have 
been  painted  twice  in  fix  months. — Thus 
his  .amufements  are  obfiructed,  his  agree 
able  focieties  are  troubled,  and  the  fruits 
of  his  ftudious  enquiries  blafted,  by  the  ele 
gant  folly  and  uncorrected  vanity  of  a 
fantaftic  woman. 

"Afeled 


40  DEVIL    UPON    TWO     STICKS" 

"  A  felect  party  of  real  friends,  for  he 
has  many  of  them,  finding  that  the  dif- 
tant  jeer  or  pleafant  farcafnv  however  va 
ried  and  repeated,  do  riot  awaken  him  from 
that  fupine  ftate  of  fubmiflion,  which  fepa- 
rates  him  from  them,  and  keeps  him  a  Have, 
where  flavery  is  moft  unmanly  and  dif- 
graceful,  waited  upon  him  fo  lately  as  yef- 
terday  morning,  to  remonflrate  on  the 
folly  of  his  conduct,  and  to  urge  him,  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner,  to  fave  himfelf  and 
the  object  of  his  affection,  by  fpirited  and 
timely  exertions,  from  becoming  the  joke 
or  the  pity  of  all  who  know  them. — He 
received  them  with  his  ufual  kindnefs, 
pleaded  guilty,  without  the  lead  referve  or 
hefitation,  to  all  their  accufations,  and  con 
cluded  his  grateful  anfwer  to  them  in  the 
following  manner  : — c  I  acknowledge  the 
<  good  fenfe  of  your  rcafonings,  and  the 
c  propriety  of  your  counfds,  and  I  feel  my 

*  misfortune  in  not  being  in  a  iituation  to 

*  realize  them  by  a  practical  obedience. — 
c  I  know,  as  well  as  you,  -that  I  have  been 


wrong 
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c  wrong  from  the  beginning;  an  unlimited 

(  indulgence  to  my  wife,  has  been  attended 

*  with  very  unpleafant  effects  ;  but  what 
c  can  be  done  ?  —  An  alteration  in  my  con- 
c  dudr,  would  now  be  followed  by  the  moll 
c  unhappy  confequences.     There  are,  my 
c  friends,  certain  circumftances,  and  I  feel 
f  myfelf  at  this  moment    to  be  furround- 
6  ed  by  them,  when  it  is  an  act  of  pru- 
'  dence  to  let  a  'woman  play  the  fool  y  for  fear 

*  fa  Jhould  play  the 


cc  You  may,  my  good  friend/*  faid 
Don  Cleofas,  "  call  this  prudence,  if  you 
pleafe,  and  it  may  be  confidered  as  fuch,  by 
this  very  wife  nation  j  but  the  unenlight 
ened  Spanim  hufbands  would  vote,  with 
out  a  dilTenting  voice,  that  the  Inquifition 
would  be  the  fitteft  place  for  any  one  who 
fhould  endeavour  to  promulgate  fuch  he- 
retical  doctrines.  —  For  my  part,  I  am  clear 
ly  of  opinion,  that  a  woman  who  is  permit 
ted  to  play  the  fool,  is  in  an  actual  flate 
of  preparation  for  the  future  game,  and 

will 
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will  never  be  fatisfkd  till  (he  has  played 
the  devil." 


"  'You  are  in  high  luck,"  obferved  Af- 
modens,  tc  for  here  is  one  who  would  be 
very  ready  to  fupport  your  argument. — 
Be  fo  good  as  to  obferve  the  lady  who  is 
paffing  in  a  phaeton,  drawn  by  four  gray 
ponies,  which  ilie  drives  with  all  the  dex 
terity  of  a  ftage-coachman. — She  is  a  wo 
man  of  family,  and  was  married  to  a  man 
of  fortune,  from  whom  {he  has  been  fome- 
time  feparated. — She  played  the  devil  with 
her  hufband, — fhe  now  plays  the  devil 
with  the  man  who  keeps  her, — and  Ihe 
will,  one  of  thefe  days,  play  the  devil  with 
herfelf."  «  I  prefume,"  faid  the  Count, 
"  that  Ihe  played  the  fool  firft."  «  By  no 
means, "  anfwered  the  Demon ;  "  that  part 
of  the  piece  was  performed  by  the  gentle 
man  who  married  her  :  and  now,  I  truft, 
that  we  are  pretty  well  agreed  upon  the 
fubjedh 


The 
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<c  The  perfon  whom  you  fee  in  that  gild 
ed  chariot,  is  a  vain,  filly  man,  of  confi- 
derable  property,  who  is  promiled  the  rank 
of  a  baronet;  and  he  is  haftening  to  a 
bookieller,  who  is  about  to  publifh  the  na 
tural  hiftory  of  the  county  in  which  he 
lives.  His  important  errand  is  to  folicit, 
or,  if  neceffary,  to  bribe  a  delay  in  bring 
ing  forward  the  work,  till  his  patent  is  made 
out,  that  his  name  may  appear  in  the  lift 
of  fubfcribers,  with  the  additions  of  his  ex- 
pedled  title. 

"  Let  your  eye  follow,  for  a  moment, 
that  elegant  young  man,  who  ran  fo  hafti- 
ly  by  us ;  and  were  you  to  live  to  the  moft 
extended  period  of  human  exiftence,  you 
would  never  be  able  to  guefs  from  whence 
he  is  come,  and  whither  he  is  going.  You 
muft  know  then,  that  he  is  juft  come  from 
being  married,  and  is  gone  to  a  fencing  match. 
But  it  is  the  age  of  eafe  in  this  country;  and 
the  molt  important  concerns  of  life  are  now 
treated  with  lefs  ceremony  than  was  for 
merly 
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merly  thought  requifi  te  in   the  mofl 
mon  tranfadlions. 


"  That  athletic  figure  of  a  man/'  con- 
tinned  the  Demon,  "  who  is  riding  (lowly 
by  us,  with  a  Ihabby  footman  behind  him, 
is  one  of  thofe  favourites  of  fortune,  of 
which  there  are  occaiional  examples. — Fie 
\vas  originalJy  an  itinerant  haymaker  from 
Ireland,  and  afterwards  advanced  himfelf,. 
by  his  mufcular  flrength,  to  be  an  hackney- 
chairman  :  when,  being  fometimes  em 
ployed  by  a  libidinous,  old,  wealthy  widow,. 
Ihe  took  fuch  a  fancy  to  his  brawny  form, 
that,  from  being  her  occafional  fervant,  he 
became  her  conflant  rnafier :  fhe  did  not 
not  long  furvive  her  marriage,  and  left 
him  a  man  of  fortune.  He  now  talks  of 
his  property, — makes  minute  enquiries  in 
to  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  flocks,— exa 
mines  the  newfpapers,  to  fee  what  eftates- 
are  to  be  fold, — and  fometimes  ventures 
into  a  petty  gaming  houfe,  where  he  hopes 
to  pafs  for  a  gentleman,  by  rifquing  a  little 

money* 
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anonev.  From  one  of  thefe  places,  how 
ever,  he  was  lafl  week  difcarded,  with  very 
great  indignity,  for  attempting  to  pay  a 
trifling  debt  of  honour  with  a  counterfeit 

guinea. 

cc  But  while  fome  men,  my  friend," 
•faid  Afmodeus,  cc  are  indebted  for  fortune 
to  chance  or  knavery,  others  experience  a 
diminution  of  it  from  their  very  virtues  : — 
•Of  the  latter,  that  gentleman  whom  you 
fee  ib  very  attentive  to  the  loading  of  a 
waggon,  is  a  very  peculiar  example.— 
That  machine  is  preparing  to  bear  away 
what  he  has  referved  of  the  contents  of  a 
fine  houfe  he  lately  occupied  in  town,  in 
order  to  decorate  a  cottage  in  the  country. 
His  hiflory  will  amufe  you,—*  and  half  a 
turn  round  the  fquare  which  we  are  now 
entering,  will  be  fufncient  for  die  relation. 
It  is  as  follows : — 

"  He  is  a  man  of  good  family,  and  in 
herited  a  very  handfome  fortune  on  the 

death 
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death  of  his  father,  when  he  was  about 
fifteen  years  of  age.  He  was  a  moft  pleat 
ing,  but  very  fingular  boy;  and,  in  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  mamfefted  all  the 
traits  of  his  prefent  character.  He  was 
very  attentive  to  his  ftudies,  and  not  inac 
tive  in  his  amufements,  but  penciled  an 
uncommon  tendency  to  that  fbber  melan 
choly,  which  the  duplicity  of  mankind, 
and  the  misfortunes  of  human  nature,  fome- 
times  inftill  into  the  mind  of  advanced  life, 
but  is  feldom  feen  to  blend  with  the  care- 
lefs  joy  of  early  years.  It  was  impoflible 
not  to  love  a  boy  fo  plealing  in  his  man 
ners,  and  fo  regular  in  his  duties, — and  his 
father  doted  on  him. — <  There  is  but  one 
'  fault/  he  would  often  fay,  <  in  this  child 
*  of  mine — which  is,  that  he^  has  no  fault 
«  at  all/ 

**  He  had  been  educated  at  home,  under 
the  care  of  his  father,  with  the  affiftanceof 
a  neighbouring  clergyman;  and  his  im 
provements  were  beyond  his  years : — But, 
i  withe  u: 


IN     ENGLAND.  47 

without  being  guilty  of  any  abfolute  im 
propriety,  he  gave  to  his  actions  a  certain 
fingularity  which  feparated  him  from  all 
defcriptions  of  his  age.  He  never  neg 
lected  his  iludies  for  a  moment  but  he  did 
not  purfue  them  in  a  common  manner ;  for 
he  would  fometimes  bear  his. books  and 
his  papers  to  the  diilancc  of  two  or  three 
miles,  in  order  that  he  might  proiecute  his 
learning  by  the  fide  of  a  murmuring  dream, 
or  beneath  the  {hade  of  a  favourite  thicket. 

"  The  father,  who  knew  the  world,  was 
much  concerned  to  fee  his  fon  growing  up 
into  a  kind  of  character,  which,  however 
virtuous,  learned  or  admired,  would  be  but 
ill  calculated  to  fuitain  itfelf  againfl  the 
arts  and  villainy  of  mankind.  He  there 
fore  determined  to  fend  him  to  a  public 
fchool,  where  it  might  be  naturally  ex 
pected,  that  he  would  foon  be  detached 
from  that  particular  bias  of  mind,  which 
threatened  fuch  alarming  inconvenience  to 
his  future  life.  But  this  meafure,  however 

prudently 
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prudently  conceived,  had  not  the  defired 
effect : — his  conciliating  difpofition,  and 
amiable  deportment,  made  fuch  an  im- 
preflion  on  the  minds  of  his  fchool-fellows, 
that  his  peculiarities  were  either  unobferved 
by  them,  or  confidered  as  agreeable  qua 
lities  in  him  ;  fo  that  he  found  little  or  no 
interruption  to  the  indulgence  of  his  for-t 
mer  habits. 

"  At  this  period  he  loft  his  father;  and 
his  guardians  thinking,  that  they  fhould 
.befl  perform  their  duty  by  continuing  his 
education  as  it  was  begun,  left  him,  in 
every 'particular,  to  hiinfelf.  He  there 
fore  went,  in  due  progrefficn,  from  fchool 
to  college ;  and,  quitting  the  univerfity, 
he  entered  on  the  career  of  foreign  travel. 
He  employed  four  years  in  this  branch 
of  his  improvements  $  and  returned  to  En 
gland  the  fame  pleafmg,  penfive  charafter 
he  had  ever  been. 

«  With 
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cc  With  a  difpofition  fb  amiable,  a 
mind  fo  pure,  and  an  heart  fo  tender,  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  that  he  would  long  re 
main  uninfluenced  by  the  power  of  love. 
He  ennobled  the  pafiion  by  iiibmitting  to 
it ; — and  it  was  an  union  of  all  the  beft  qua 
lities  of  either  fex,  when  the  charming/,the 
accomplifhed,  the  gentle  Lucinda^  received 
his  heart,  and  returned  her  own. 

"  They  were  married, — and  became  die 
happiefl  pair  of  human  kind.  They  form 
ed  an  example  of  connubial  felicity,  which 
did  honour  to  human  nature,  and  was  not 
interrupted  by  any  but  thofe  tender  anxie 
ties,  which,  by  proving  the  unbounded  af 
fection  of  this  amiable  pair  for  each  other, 
heightened  the  glow  of  their  mutual  happi- 
nefs.  But  fuch  a  tranGent  gueil  as  man, 
muft  not  expect  an  Eden  in  a  world  like 

this  : —  and  Mr. found  it  was 

no  longer  a  paradife,  when  Lucinda  left 

him,  as  it  were,  alone  in  it.    On  their  fourth 

wedding-day,  that  lovely,  excellent,  and 

VOL.  II  C  ever 


5<>  DEVIL    tfPON    TWO    STICKS 

£ver  to  be  lamented  woman  died,  in  bring 
ing  a  child  into  the  world,  which  accom 
panied  her  to  the  tomb. 

if  That  he  was  moft  deeply  affiidled  at 
fbch  a  lofs,  it  would  be  idle  to  repeat ;  but 
he  bore  his  affliction  like  a  man,  whole 
hopes  refted  on  fome thing  more  durable 
than  the  pleafures  of  perifhable  cxiftence. 
He  mourned  with  the  moft  heart -felt  grief, 
and  will  mourn,  while  he  lives,  the  Jofs  of 
his  Lucinda  : — The  idea  of  repeating  the 
matrimonial  engagement  never  glanced 
acrofs  his  mind ;  and  he  loved  the  memory 
of  his  departed  wife  too  well,  to  feel  any 
emotion  at  the  brighten:  blaze  of  living 
beauty. 

<(  But  his  heart,  which  was  formed  for 
tendernefs,  could  not  exift  but  under  the 
influence  of  fome  generous  paflion;  and 
while  mourning  love  poflefledhis  thoughts, 
its  belt  energies  were  devoted  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  friendfhip.— In  this  noble  career 
i  he 
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he  proceeded,  ridiculed  by  fome,  duped 
by  others,  and  flattered  by  all ;  till,  after 
feveral  years  continuance  of  good  offices, 
he  found himfelf  with  adiminifhed  fortune; 
nnd,  what  furprifed  him,  and  certainly  did 
not  affect  him  lefs,  with  numerous  enemies, 
and  not  a  fmgle  friend  created  by  his  kind- 
nefs.  A  particular  circumftance  of  ingra 
titude,  which  would,  atprefent,  employ  too 
much  time  to  relate,  at  length  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  ruin  that  threatened  him.  He 
has,  therefore,  gathered  the  remains  of 
what  he  formerly  pofTelTed,  and  is  on  the 
point  of  retiring  to  a  farm  in  a  diftant  part 
of  the  kingdom,  There  he  will  live  in  the 
occupations  of  rural  elegance,  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  a  circumfcribed  benevolence,  and 
the  practice  of  exemplary  virtue.  He  will 
walk  beneath  the  fhade  of  trees  planted  by 
his  own  hands, — he  will  liften  to  the  mur 
mur  of  rills,  which  his  penfive  tafte  has 
courted  from  their  fountains ;  and,  as  he 
leans  on  the  urn  infcribed  with  Luanda's 
name,  he  will  forget  the  ingratitude  of  this 
C  2  world, 
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world,  and  nouriih  thofe  feelings  which 
will  prepare  him  for  the  enjoyment  of  a 
better." 

"  I  (hould  feel  this  ftory,"  faid  Don 
Cleofas,  "  as  I  ought,  if  my  rifing  emotions 
were  not  overborne  by  an  irrefiftible  cu- 
riofity  to  know  fomething  of  the  lovely 
charioteer  who  is  driving  her  lofty  car 
fo  furioufly  by  us. — Never  did  I  fee  the 
lily  and  the  rofe  fo  finely  blended  as  on  her 
countenance. — She  feems  to  be  the  goddefs 
of  beauty  and  pleafure ;  and  the  trappings 
even  of  her  horfes  are  as  gawdy  as  her  own." 
"  And  if  all  thofe  charms  were  her  own, " 
faid  Afmodeus,  "  fhe  might  have  fome 
claim  to  your  admiration  : — but,  alas  !  they 
are  all  borrowed ;  her's  is  an  hao-o-ard  vi- 

oo 

fage,  covered  with  the  enamel  of  art.  The 
woman  is  nothing  better  than  a  painted 
fepulchre ;  all  fair  without,  and  all  rotten- 
nefs  within;  and  were  you  to  approach 
her,  you  would  foon  perceive  an  hypocrite 
without  the  power  of  deceiving. 

«  She 
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"  She  is  a  widow  of  quality,  with  a  very 
large  jointure  ;  and,  in  the  fpring  of  life, 
nature    adorned   her    with    thofe   charms 
which  fhe  calls  in  the  aid  of  art  to  imitate 
in  autumn.      Her  youth  was  pafTed  in  fol 
ly  ;  her  prefent  time  in  fortieth  ing  worfe  ; — 
antiquated   coquetry,    faihionable  diffipa- 
tion,   and  the  trade    of  gaming. —  Thus 
through  the  day  fhe  contrives  to  banifli  all 
ferious  thoughts  from  her  mind  ;  while  aa 
opiate  compels  the  deep  of  the  night.    But 
this  cannot  laft  long — nay,  it  will  be  fhqrtiy 
over : — The  feafon  of  remorfe  and  decrepi 
tude  is  at  hand. 

C(  The  little  man  that  follows  her  on 
horfeback,  drafted  in  blue,  with  a  yellow 
cape  to  his  coat,  is  a  foreigner."  "  And, 
by  the  darknefs  of  his  complexion,"  faid 
the  Count,  "  I  mould  almoft  have  taken 
him  for  a  countryman  of  my  own.7'  "  That 
however  is  not  the  cafe/'  replied  the 
Demon;  "  he  is  an  Italian, and  a  noble  of 
Venice,  who  is  fo  attached  to  England,  that 
C  he 


54  DEVIL    UPON    TWO    STICKS 

he  fpends  a  very  large  income  in  it.  He 
fputters  the  language  of  the  country, — • 
boafts  a  familiarity  with  its  cuftoms, — 
and,  as  an  incontrovertible  proof  of  his 
intimate  acquaintance  with  its  government, 
he  wears  the  livery  of  a  political  party.  In 
Ihort,  he  is  fo  extremely  partial  to  the 
Englim,  that  he  imitates  their  very  fol 
lies. 

"  Did  you  obferve,"  faid  the  Demon, 
<c  the  perfon  in  mourning,  who  was  com 
ing  fo  haftily  towards  us,  make  a  very  fud- 
den  turn,  and  efcape  down  the  flreet  to 
the  right."  te  1  remarked  him  while  you 
were  fpeaking,"  anfwered  Don  Cleofas, 
"  and  was  rather  difpofed  to  imagine,  from 
the  apparent  alarm  with  which  he  flamed, 
that,  for  fome  good  purpofe  of  your  own, 
you  had  rendered  your  agreeable  figure  vi-» 
fible  to  his  fight,  to  frighten  him  from  his 
courfe."  "  That  would/1  replied  Afmo- 
deus,  Cf  have  been  a  much  better  reafon  for 
his  motions,  than  I  fear  he  is  able  io  give. 

<f  You 
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"  You  muft  know  then,  that  he  has 
lately  inherited  a  large  fortune  by  the  death 
of  his  father,  who,  during  his  life-time, 
allowed  the  young  gentleman  but  a  very 
(lender  income.  At  this  period,  he  was 
moft  intimately  connected,  and  in  a  con 
tinual  fociety  with  a  very  worthy  man, 
whofe  iituation  was  as  confined  as  his  own  : 
and  whenever  the  narrownefs  of  their  pre- 
fent  circumftances  prefled  home  upon  them, 
he  ufed  inceilantly  to  repeat,  '  WeH,  my 
'  dear  friend,  let  us  recommend  owfelves 

*  to  patience ; — better  times  will  come  ; — 
'  my  father  cannot  live  for  ever — and  when 
c  he  dies,  you  fhall   {hare  my  profperity 

*  with  me.     We  will  then  enjoy  together 

*  all  thofe  comforts  of  which  we  are  now 
'  deprived.'     But  fince  the  wifh  for  his  fa 
ther's  death  has  been  accomplifhed,  ano 
ther  wifh  has  ftarted  up  in  his  mind,  which 
is,  -never  to  behold  the  face  of  his  friend 
again.     And  it  was  the  %ht  of  that  friend 
at  the  end  of  the  ftreet,  that  made  him  fly 

in  a  tangent,  the  contrary  way. 

C  4  "I  need 
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<c  I  need  not  tell  you/' continued  Afmo- 
deus,  "  that  jealoufy  is  a  very  torturing 
inmate  of  the  human  bofom ;  that  its  ob- 
jecls  are  various,  and  its  effects  often  fatal. 
I  fhall  now  give  you  a  very  particular  ex 
ample  of  it,  in  the  lady  who  will  fhortly 
meet  us,  followed  by  a  tall  footman,  in  a 
laced  livery,  and  a  fine  fpaniel  running  by 
her  fide. 

"  She  has  the  command  of  a  very  large 
fortune,  is  in  an  exalted  rank  of  life,  and 
furrounded  with  the  pleafures  of  it ;  beloved 
by  her  hulband,  efteemed  by  her  friends, 
and  approved  by  the  world.  She  is  not,  as 
you  fee,  paft  the  age  of  beauty,  and 
has  flill  a  claim  to  receive  that  homage 
"which  arifes  from  the  pofTeffion  of  it.  But 
with  all  thefe  advantages,  {he  is  miferable  $ 
and  her  wretchednefs  arifes  from  a  cruel 
jealoufy,  which  is  continually  preying  upon 
her  repofe.  Such  a  circumftance,  perhaps, 
may  not  furprife  you  ;  but  when  I  add, 
that  her  hufband  is  a  pattern  of  connubial 

conflancy, 
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conftancy,  and  that  (he  rewards  his  love 
with  the  pureft  returns  of  affection,  you 
will  naturally  enquire  after  the  object  of 
that  paftion  which  creates  the  difcontent 
of  her  life. 

"  The  anfwer  is  at  hand; —  (he  has  a 
daughter. — The  beauteous  Clara  made  her 
a  mother  at  the  age  of  feventeen ;  and  is 
now  herfelf  with' n  a  year  of  attaining  the 
fame  period.  The  yr  u  g  lady  is  every 
thing  that  a  parent  could  wifh  in  a  child  j 
lovely  in  her  perfon,  elegant  in  her  man 
ners,  and  complete  in  her  accompli foments: 
but,  alas,  (he  is  five  years  too  old  for  her 
mother's  peace: — The  one  is  fixteen,  and 
the  other  is  thirty- three.  The  girl  is  too 
handfome  to  be  kept  any  longer  in  a  nur- 
fery,  and  is  too  amiable  not  to  conciliate 
the  regard  of  all  who  know  her  ;  but 
though  fhe  has  fufficient  penetration  to  -fee 
the  caufe  of  her  mother's  occasional  dif- 
pleafure  towards  her,  me  has  too  much  un- 
derftanding  to  fuffer  the  lead  appearance 
C  5  of 
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of  her  perceiving  it.  In  the  mean  time, 
this  lady  finds  a  very  feniible  diminution  of 
the  facrifices  to  her  own  vanity,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  lovely  Clara ; — it  is  impoflible 
for  her  not  to  difcover  that  thofe  attentions 
which  ufed  to  be  paid  to  her  own  charms, 
are  now  offered  to  her  as  the  mother  of 
a  more  charming  daughter. 

"  That  fuch  a  character,  in  fuch  a  fitu- 
ation,  muft  be   miferable,   will  not  admit 
the  doubt  of  a  moment.     Afhamed  of  her 
weaknefs,  and  not  daring  to  difcloie  it  to 
her  moft  intimate  friends  ;  having  the  ob 
ject  of  ,her  uneafinefs   continually  before 
her,  and  being  truly  anxious   to  perform 
every  act  of  duty  and  affection ;    at  the 
fame  time,  unable  to  refign  thofe  preten- 
fions    to  admiration   which   her  looking- 
glafs  tells  her  me  {till  poflefies,  her  life 
is  a  ilate  of  continual  agitation  and  dif- 
appointment.      But   this    is    not  all ;  — 
Clara  has,  within  thefe  few  days,  received 
propofals  of  marriage  which  cannot  be  re- 

fofcdj 
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fufed  ;  and  her  mother  will  certainly  die 
qf  vexation,  if  fhe  ftiould  be  made  a  grand 
mother  at  four- and -thirty. 

if  But  let  me  requeft  you  juft  to  take  a 
glance  of  the  man  who  is,  this  moment, 
knocking  at  the  door  of  that  corner  houfe. 
His  appearance  befpeaks  him  to  be  what 
he  is,  a  plain  trading  citizen."     cc  I  really 
imagined,"    faid   the  Count,  <c  this  part 
of  the  town  was  not   inhabited  by   that 
clafs  of  people."    "  In  general  it  is  not/' 
anfwered  the  Demon,  "  though  it  is  rather 
become  a  fafhion  of  late,  for  the  wealthy 
merchants  to   grow  aihamed  of  the  fpot 
where  they  were  born,  and  to  which  they 
owe  their  fortune ;   and,  leaving  the  active 
part  of  the  bufinefs  to  be  carried  on  by  in 
ferior  partners,  to  become  inhabitants  of 
this  politer  part  of  the  metropolis ;  from 
whence  they  pay  an  occafional  vifit  to  their 
accompting-houfes  in  the  city.    This  good 
man,  however,  carries  the  matter  a  little 
farther,  and  has  brought  all  his  remaining 
C6  ftock 
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flock  in  trade  along  with  him,  which  con* 
fifts  wholly  and  folely  of  a  very  handfome 
and  accomplifhed  daughter.  The  father 
coniiders  her  as  a  very  pretty  piece  of  goods; 
and  expects,  from  the  difpofal  of  her,  to 
make  her  fortune,  and  reftore  his  own. — 
With  this  view,  he  has  fcraped  together, 
from  the  wreck  of  an  unfuccefsful  com 
merce,  what  will  be  fufficient  to  maintain 
an  elegant  domeftic  appearance  for  a  couple 
of  winters  -,  in  which  time,  he  flatters  him- 
felf,  that  the  girl  will  win  the  heart,  and 
receive  the  hand  of  fome  man  of  fortune. 
It  is  a  very  ftrange  plan,  you  will  fay;— - 
but,  what  is  ftill  more  ftrange, — it  will  fuc- 
ceed* 

<*  And  now,  my  good  friend,"  faid  Af- 
modeus,  <l  I  muft  beg  of  you  to  favour 
me  with  a  fhort  leave  of  abfence.  A  bufi- 
nefs  of  very  great  importance  to  my  mini£- 
try,  requires  my  immediate  prefence  :  but 
in  order  to  furnim  yon  with  fome  amufe- 
ment  till  my  return,  I  muft  requefl  you 

to 
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to  follow  thofe  two  gentlemen  who  are  clad 
in  deep  mourning.  The  one,  as  you- fee, 
is  a  young  man,  the  other  more  advanced 
in  life,  is  his  guardian  •,  and, , in  order*  to 
warn  him  againft  certain  errors,  to  which 
his  mind  has  a  very  leading  propenfity,  he 
is  determined  to  give  him  an  account  of 
the  early  part  of  his  own  life,  as  a  leflbn  of 
exemplary  inftruction.  They  are  going 
to  take  their  feat  in  the  garden  part  of  a 
neighbouring  fquare ;  and,  as  I  will  render 
you  inviiible  to  their  fight,  you  may  boldly 
place  yourfelf  befide  them  ;  when,  if  I  am 
not  very  much  miftaken,  you  will  hear  a 
little  hiflory  that  will  amply  atone  for  my 
temporary  abfence  j  and  by  the  time  it  is 
finimed,  you  may  depend  upon  being  re* 
joined  by  your  faithful  fervant."  The 
Demon  immediately  vanifhed,1  and  Don 
Cleofas  did  not  hefitate  to  follow  the  two 
gentlemen,  as  he  was  directed ;  and  having 
taken  his  place  by  them,  on  a  feat  lhaded 
by  lilacs,  in  Portman-fquare,  he  heard 

the 
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the  elderly  gentleman  begin  his  admonitory 
relation,,  as  fallows : — 

c  The  happy  friendship  in  which  I  lived 

*  with  that  excellent  man,  your  father — the 

*  regard  which,  for  his  fake,  I  bear  to  you — 

*  and  the  defire  to  fulfil  the    important 
c  charge  which  he  entrufted  to  me,  by  his 

*  will,   and  to  whcfe  duties  he  fo  warmly 
c  urged  me,  in  his  laft  moments—  all  com- 
'  bine  to  make  your  interefl  and  happinefs 

*  as  dear  to  me  as  my  own. 

c  From  the  obfervations  I  have   made, 

*  and,  the  accounts  I  have  received  of  you, 
'  by  thofe  who  have  had  the  care   of  your 
c  education,  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  I 

*  have  but  one  talk  to  accomplifh  for  you- 
It  is  not  to  correct  your  vices,  for  you 
have  none  : — It  is  not  to  awaken  in  you 
a  fenfe  of  honour,  and  a  love  of  what  is 
excellent,  for  I  moil  firmly  believe  that 
you  already  poiTefs  them  : — But  it  is,  if 
poflible,  to  mingle  prudence  with  your 

'  virtues* 
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c  virtues,  and  by  teaching  you  how  to  regu* 
'  late  them,  prevent  the  generous  warmth- 

*  of  your  character  from  perverting  their 
'  ends,  and  rendering  them  finally  injurious 
c  to  yourfelf. — God  forbid,  that,  Handing 
(  as  you  do,  on  the  threfhold  of  the  world, 
c  I  fhouldcounfelyou  to  take  fufpicion  as 
c  a  companion,,  on  your  entrance  into  it : 

*  I  only  wifli  to  point  out  to  you  the  dan- 

*  gers  and  difficulties  you  will  be  mod  like- 

*  ly  to  meet  with  in  your  paiTage  through 

*  it ;  and  that  being  forewarned  of  them* 
c  you  may  be  qualified  to  avoid   the  one, 
f  and  overcome  the  other.    I  could  repeat 
'  maxims,  and  continue   a  courfe  of  rea- 
c  foning  on  the  fubjedt,  till  the  fun  that  has 
c  but  lately  paiTed  its  meridian  acclivity, 
f  was  funk  beneath  the  horizon;  but  I  fhall 

*  take  another,  and,  I  truft,  a  more  pleaf- 
'  ing  and  effectual  method  to  imprefs  on 
'  your  mind,  the  folly  of  exhaufting,  or,  at 
€  leaft  fickening  your   virtues  and  being 
c  profufe  of  your  benevolence,  in  your  early 
c  years ;  and  the  wifdom  of  hulbanding 

<  both 
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€  both  the  one  and  the  other;  in  order  that 
c  you  may  be  actively  virtuous,  and  pofiefs 

*  the  capacity  of  doing  good  through  the 

*  whole  of  your  life. 

c  For  this  purpofe,  I  mean,  without 
c  referve,  to  give  you  a  faithful  account 
(  of  the  days  of  my  folly ;  and,  amiable  as 
'  it  was,  you  will  perceive,  that  it  involved 
c  me  in  great  and  continual  difquietudes, 
'  gained  me  no  lafting  reputation,  and 

*  brought  me  to  the  brink  of  ruin.     You 
c  feem,  my  young  friend,  to  poflefs  fome- 
4  what   of  the   fame    difpofieions    which 
c  marked  the  early  part  of  rr.y  life;  and  by 
'  unfolding  to  you  the  various  inconveni- 
c  ences    which  refulted   to   myfelf,    from 
c  yielding  an  implicit  fubmiffion  to  them, 
c  I   truft,  that  you  will  refolve  to  ex.rcife 
'  a  wife,  and,  which  in  fact  will  be,  a  vir- 
1  tuous  referve,  in  the  indulgence  of  them. 

'  I  was  born,   in  the  language  of  the 

*  world, a  Gentleman-,  and  my  father  edu- 

{  cated 
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cated  me  in  thofe  principles  and  manners 
which  form  the  condiment  parts  of  that 
character.  Do  nothing  unworthy  of  a 
Gentleman,  was  the  continual  admonition 
which  I  received  from  him,  till  I  was 
about  eighteen  years  of  age ;  when  he 
died,  and  left  me  the  paternal  eftate  as 
he  received  it,  without  having  encreafcd 
it  by  his  care,  or  diminifhed  it  by  his  ex- 
travagance. 

c  The  executor  of  his  wiU,  and  theper- 
fon  whom  he  appointed  to  be  my  guar- 
dian,  during  the  few  years  that  remained 
of  my  minority,  was  a  diftant  relation, 
and  my  god-father.  He  had  been  en- 
gaged  in  a  mercantile  profeffion,  and  pof- 
felled  thofe  cautious  principles  which  are 
generally  found  to  accompany  a  life  of 
gain.  He  had,  by  patient  induftry,  won 
his  way  from  a  fmall  fortune  to  conlider- 
able  wealth,  and  had  jufl  retired  from  the 
buflle  of  commerce,  with  fifty  thoufand 
1  pounds,  and  an  unimpeached  reputation, 

c  when 


UPON  TWO 

'  when  he  became  the  director  of  my  af- 

*  fairs,  and  the  guide  of  my  youth.     Du- 

*  ring  the  univerfky  vacations,  I  was  always 
'  with  him,  by  his  own  particular  defire  \ 
'  and  he  appeared  not  only  to  be  fond  of 
'  my  company  and  p  leafed  with  my  atten- 
'  tions,   but  ufed  to   tell  his  intimate  ac~ 

*  quaintance,  that  he  intended  to  make  me 
c  his  heir. 

*  As  he  generally  thought  proper  to  con- 
*'  fult  rne  in  all  the  immediate  concerns  of 

*  his  life,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  in  a 
4  matter  of  fuch  a  ferious  nature  as  a  ma- 
c  trirrronial  engagement,  he  would manifeft 
c  a  want  of  confidence  in  me.    He  afked 
c  my  opinion,  therefore,  of  a  marriage  he 

*  had  fome  thoughts  of  propofing  to  an 
'  elderly  widow  lady   of  fmall  fortune,  in 
c  his  neighbourhood ;  who,   he   faid,  was 

*  qualified  to  make  him  fuch  a  companion,, 
as  would  greatly  add  to  the  comfort  of  his 

*  remaining  years.     At  that  time  1  could, 

*  with  great  eafe,  have  turned  him  from 

his 
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c  his  purpofe  ;  and  though  it   was  hinted 

*  to  .me,    that  fuch  an  event  might  prove 

*  injurious    to    my  intereft,  I  thought  it 

*  would  not  be  affing  like  a  Gentleman,  to 
c  fuffer  any  fordid  confederations  to  govern 

*  my  opinion  in  a  matter  that  related  to  the 
f  happinefs  of  one  who  had  been  fo  kind  to 
€  me.      I   therefore   advifed  him,  by 'all 
c  means,   to  confult  his  own  fatisfadiion  j 
(  and  he  immediately  made  fuch  propofals 

*  to  the  lady,  as  fhe   did  not  hefitate  to 
'  receive. 

€  The  wedding-day  was  loon  appointed, 

*  and  every  thing  being  arranged  for  the 
c  ceremonials  of  it,  I   thought   it  would 

*  become  me  to  appear  like  a  Gentleman  on 
'  the  occaiion;  and  I  accordingly  ordered  a 
'  very  handfome  fuit  of  white  and  filver, 

*  to  grace  the  folemnity. 

/ 

'  As  my  new  relation  behaved  with  great 

*  attention  to  me,  I  had  no  apparent  rea- 

«  foil 
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fon  to  be  diiratisfied.  I  was  indeed  told, 
that  fhe  was  endeavouring  to  undermine 
my  interefls  with  her  hufband,  and  that 
even  the  complimentary  appearance  I  had 
made  at  her  marriage,  was  continually 
held  forth  as  a  certain  fymptom  of  that 
extravagant  fpirit  which  would,  one  day, 
bring  me  to  ruin. — But  as  it  was  not 
like  a  Gentleman  to  be  fufpicious,  I  doubt 
ed  the  truth  of  the  information,  and  took 
no  methods  whatever  to  thwart  the  fecret 
arts  by  which  fhe  finally  converted  my 
infatuated  relation  to  her  purpofe. 

*  -When  I  entered  into  the  pofTeflion  of 
my  eflate,  I  thought  that  it  would  be 
a&ing  like  a  Gentleman,  to  keep  up  the 
hofpitable^  character  of  the  family  man- 
fion,  by  entertaining  my  friends,  feafting 
my  tenants,  and  regaling  my  neighbours, 
My  late  guardian  and  his  worthy  lady 
partook,  in  appearance,  of  the  general 
joy  : — But  this  feftlval  had  cofl  me  two 
hundred  pounds;  and  though  this  expence 

6  was> 
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*  was,  by  no  means,  incompatible  with  my 

*  fortune,  or  improper  on  fuch  an  occaiion, 
'  it  was  eagerly  feized  on  as  an  additional 

*  caufe  for  difcontent  in  the  old  gentle- 
'  man's  bofom.      The  having  expended 
c  forty  pounds  in  one  fuit  of  cloaths,  and 
(  two  hundred  pounds  in  one  entertainment, 
c  were  circumftances,  when  artfully  fepa- 

5  rated    from   the  occafipn  of  them,  that 

6  were  fully  fufficient  to  alarm  the  cauti- 
c  ous    temper  of  my  good  relation.     On 
f  thefe  grounds,  therefore,  his  kind  wife 
c  took   every  opportunity  of  haranguing 

*  againft  my  turn  for  diflipation  ;  and  never 
'  failed  to  lament,  that  his  fortune,  which 
c  had  been  gained   by  a  long  feries  of  in- 

*  duftry  and    toil,  would  be  wafted  in  all 
e  the  extravagance  which  jQie  did  me  the 
c  honour  to  connect  with  my  character. 

(  My  worthy  godfather  held  out  for  a 
'  considerable  time,  but  at  length  yielded 
s  to  the  perfuafions  of  an  artful  woman ; 

*  and  made  a  new  will,  in  Which  my  par- 

2  *  ticular 


7O  DEVIL    UFON    TWO    STICKS 

*  ticular  advantage  was  no  longer  particu- 

*  larly  confidered.     Hints  were  given  me 

*  of  thefe  proceedings,  and  it  was  in  my 

*  power  to  have  turned  the  tide  in  my  fa- 

*  vour :  but  I  thought  it  would  difgrace 

*  me,  as  a  'Gentleman,  if  I  purfued  the  Heps, 

*  or  engaged  in  fuch  practices    as  would 

*  have  been  effectual  to  the  purpofe.     I 
'  therefore,  left  the   whole   to   time   and 

*  chance ;    and  when,  a  few  months  after, 

*  time  put  an  end  to  my  relation's  life,  I 

*  found  that  chance  had  dealt  fcurvily  by 

*  me  in  his  will,  by  which  I  was  bequeathed 

*  a  legacy  of  no  more  than   five  thoufand 

*  pounds,  to  be  paid  on  my   attaining  the 

*  age  of  twenty-five ;  when,  by  a  former 

*  will,  which  was  ftill  in  being,  ten  times 

*  that  fum  had  been  left  to  my  immediate 

*  difpofal. 

'  That  there  was  fome   irregularity  in 
the  ccnftrudlion  of  this  unfavourable  will, 

*  I  am  very  certain ;  and  I   was  allured, 

*  from  very  good  authority,  that  if  I  applied 

to 
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*  to  a  court  of  Equity,  there  would  be  a 
c  very   great  probability   of  its  being  fet 

*  afide,  and  of  eltablifhing  the  former  one, 

*  in  which  my  advantage  had  been  fo  ma- 

*  terially  confulted.      But   I   could    not, 

*  as  a  Gentleman,  apply  to  the  chicane  of 

*  law,  to  oppofe  what  I    believed,   in  -my 
c  confcience,  to  be  the  real  defign  of  my 

*  deceafed  relation  ;  and  wheji  it  was  fug- 
c  gefted,  that  the  very  threat  of  a  Chancery 

*  fuit  would  terrify  the  widow    into  terms 

*  of  great  advantage  to  me,  I  replied,  that 

*  I  was  a  Gentleman y  and  would  be  content 

*  to  ftarve  as  fuch,  rather  than  obtain  the 

*  greateft  fortune  by  any  me ans  which  were 
1  incompatible    with    that   character.      I 
c  therefore  put  on  my  mourning  fuit,   paid 
*-  ray  vifit  of  condolance  to  the  triumph- 

*  ant   widow,  kitted   her  hand  when  (he 
r  prefented  me  with  a  mourning  ring,  and 
c  triumphed  alfo,  in  my  turn,  on  the  reilec- 

*  tion,  that    no    confideration   whatever, 

*  could  poffibly  induce  me  to  do  any  thing 
c  unworthy  of  a  Gentleman. 

<  While 
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*  While  my  relation  lived,  a  regard  for 
'  his  good  opinion,  and  a  wifh  to  render 
f  my  conduct  conformable  to  his  fenti- 
c  ments,  kept  me  under  a  reftraint  which 
c  his  death  at  once  removed.  I  therefore 

<  took  an  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
c  Grofvenor-Square,  furnifhed  it  with  ele- 
c  gance,  and  faw  my  friends  in  a  manner 
«  that  became  me,<w  a  Gentleman.  Though 
c  I  was  a  fingle  man,  I  was  much  attached 
c  to  a  domeftic  life,  and   by  keeping  a 
e  plentiful  table,  made  my  houfe  the  rcfort 
1  of  men  of  fafhion,  tafte  and  literature. — 
'  I  was  known  to  be  rich,  and  believed  to 

*  be? generous;  fo  that  continual  applica- 
c  tions  were  made  to  me,  by  fome  or  other 
'  of  my  acquaintance,   for  loans  offmall 
c  fums ;   and  as  I  thought  it  would  be  be- 
(  coming  in  a  Gentleman  to  refufe  pecuniary 
'  afTiflance  to  thofe  whom  he  invited  to  his 
'  table,  my  purfe  was  always  open  to  their 

*  demands.     At  length,  however,  my  ban- 

<  ker,  who  had  been  a  particular  friend  of 
'  my  father's,  paid  me  a  vifit,  and  took  up- 
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c  on  him  to  hint  to  me  the  imprudence  of 

c  my  generofity ; — that  money  lent  in  this 

c  manner  was  feldom  repaid,   and  that  I 

'  fhould  bring  myfelf  into  a  very  difagree- 

c  able  ftate  of  inconvenience,  if  I  did  not 

c  check  my  accommodating  difpolition.- — 

'  On  this  fubject  did  he  harangue  for  fome 

*  time,  and  I  was  on  the  point  of  thinking 

*  it  like  a  Gentleman  to  turn  him  out  of  the 

*  houfe  for  his  impertinence,  when  he  in- 
<  formed  me,  that  he  had  brought  his  ac- 

*  count,  by  which  I  would  perceive  that 

*  the  means  of  immediate  fupply  were  al- 

*  moil  exhaufted.     This  circumftance  at 
f  once  calmed  my  impatience;  as  I  did 
'  not  then  know   that  it  was  poflible  for 
'  any  one  to  fupport  the  chamber  of  a  Gen- 
€  tleman  without  a  farthing  in  his  pocket. 
'  I  came,  therefore,  to  the  immediate  refo- 
'  lution  of  following  my  good  banker's  ad- 

*  vice ; — narrowed  the  plan  of  my  expen- 
ces, — faw  but  little  company, — and  re- 

'  newed  my  attention  to  literary  purfuits. 

VL.  1L  '  D  '.Among 
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f  Among   my  more  particular  friends, 
'  was  a  Weft-Indian,  whom  I  firft  knew  at 

*  Oxford  : — He  had  married  a  moft  agree - 
'  able  woman,  and  lived  in  all  the  fplen- 
(  dour  of  falhionable  life.     He  was  conti- 
c  nually  prefling  me  to  confider  his  houfe 

*  as  my  own ;  and  as  the  fociety  I  found 
(  there,  was  always  pleafant  and  amufing, 
'  I    frequently  accepted    his    invitations, 
c  and  pafled  much  of  the  time  which  I 

*  could  fpare  from  my  own  avocations,  in 
c  his  agreeable   family.     Being  one  day  at 
c  dinner  with  him,  and  feveral  of  our  com- 
c  mon  friends,  a  party  of  myrmidons  ru  fried 
c  into  the  room*  and  arrefted  him  for  the 

*  fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds.     He  was 

*  dirtrefled  beyond  meafure  at  the  circum- 

*  fiance,  his   lady  fell  from  her  chair  in 

*  hyflerics,  while  all  his  friends  moved  off, 

*  by  degrees,  from  the  melancholy  fcene  5 
c  fo  that  when  he  began  to  recover  him- 

*  felf  a  little  from  the  diforder  into  which 

*  this  accident   had  thrown  him,  he  per- 
f  ceived  that  I  was  the  only  peiibn  whom 

6  this 
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r  this  unpleafant  event  had  not  driven  from 

*  his  lide. 

c  When  I  conildered  the  intimacy  in 

*  v/hich  we  had  lived,  it  appeared  to  me, 
c  that,  as  a  Gentleman^  I  could  not  leave 

*  him  in  diftrefs  -,  and  that,  as  a  Gentleman^ 
€  I  could  not  but  offer  him  every  relief  iii 
c  my  power ; — I,  therefore,  as  a  Gentleman* 
'  engaged  to  become  refpcmfible  for  the 

*  debt,  if  it  was  not  paid  within  a  limited 
c  time.     Thus  was  my  friend  reilored  to 

*  his  liberty  ;  and  when  I  dined  with  him 
?  again,  the  following  day,  I  had  the  fatis- 
c  faction  to  fee  both  himfelf  and  his  family 

*  reinftated  in  their  accuftomed  tranquillity. 

'  For  my  own  part,  I  thought  no  more 
'  of  the  bufinefs, — was  perfectly  contented 
e  with  my  having  acted  fo  much  like  a  Gen- 
€  tlemany  and  took  my  leave  of  town,  to 
f  pafs  my  fummer  in  he  country.  But 
€  even  in  the  peaceful  fhade  of  rural  retire- 

*  ment,  my   leading  principle  continued 

Da  <  to 
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*  to  diflrcfs  me;  and  various  circumflances 
c  took  place,  which  were  of  a  nature  fuf- 
«  ficient  to  open  my  eyes  as  to  the  poffibi- 
'  lity  of  a  man's  aft  ing  tike  a  Gentleman 
f  till  he  had  not  a  farthing  in  the  world. 

• 

*  But  a  more  ferious  and  experirnen- 
r  tal  conviction  of  this  truth  was  yet 
c  behind ;  for,  on  my  return  to  London 
(  for  the  winter,  I  found  that  my  Weft-In- 
'  dian  friend  had  decamped  for  Jamaica, 

*  without  giving  the  leaft  notice  of  his  dc- 

*  fign  to  any  of  his  acquaintance;  and  be- 
s  fore  I  could  obtain  any  fatisfaftory  in- 
€  formation  concerning  the  caufe   of  his 

*  departure,  I  was  called  upon  to  fulfil  the 
€  engagements  I  had  entered  into  on  his  ac- 

count.  This  was  a  matter  which  re- 
'  quired  fbme  confideration  ;  and  on  my 

not  exprefling  a  difpolition  to  comply 
'  immediate  ly  with  the  demand,  I  was  ar- 

*  refted,  in  my  turn,  at  the  door  of  the 
Opera- Houfe.     As  my  lawyer  could  not 

c  be  directly  found,  I  had  the  pleafure  of 

*  paffing 
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palling  a  night  in  all  the  comforts  of  a 
•fpunging-houfe.  Here,  however,  I  was 
informed,  that  this  Weil-Indian  friend 
of  mine,  for  whole  fake  I  was  in  fuch  a 
difagreeable  fituation,  after  having  fpent 
his  fortune,  had  become  an  adventurer  of 
the  firft  chfs, — that  there  was  not  a  finglc 
acquaintance,  of  whom  he  had  not,  in 
fome  degree  or  other,  made  a  dupe  ;  nor 
ever  employed  a  tradefman,  without 
attempting  to  defraud  him  ;  that  he  had 
left  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  avoid  a 
gaol ;  and  that  his  wife,  who  had  been  a 
party  to  all  his  tricks,  was  juft  taken  into 
keeping  by  a  man  of  large  fortune.  This 
hiftory  hurt  me  more  than  my  own  dif- 
trefs ;  and  I  felt  a  kind  of  triumph,  that 
though  I  had  been  a  dupe,  I  was  flill 
a  Gentleman.  The  next  morning,  when 
my  lawyer  arrived,  I  foon  procured  my 
liberty  ;  and,  on  examining  the  Hate  of 
the  claim  againft  me,  he  advifed  me  to 
have  recourfe  to  a  Court  of  Juftices 
which,  in  his  opinion,  would,  without 
D  3  <  hcfi- 
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f  hefitation,  difcharge  me  from  the  heavy 

'  and  cruel  demand.     But  as  the  engage- 

*  ment  was  fincere  on  my  part,  when  I 
'  entered  into  it,   I  was    determined,  at 

*  all  events,  that    it  ftiould  be  fulfilled. 

*  It  would  be  acting,  I  faid,  in  a  manner 

*  unworthy  of  a  Gentleman^  to  do  otherwife: 
'  fo  I  paid  down  a  part  of  the  money,  and 

*  gave  fecurity  for  the  reft. 

*  At  this  period,  a  valuable  living  in  my 
f  gift,  was  on  the  point  of  becoming  va- 

*  cant,  by  the  expected  death  of  a  very  aged 

*  incumbent; — and  a  fum  of  money  more 
'  than  fufficient  to  pay  what  remained  of 
€  the  debt  I  had  fo  unfortunately  incurred, 
€  was  offered  me  for  the  next  prelentation. 
'  Though  I,  at  firft,  was  difpofed  to  think 
(  that  fimony  was  not   a  very  gentlemanly 
'  bufmefs,  yet  as  it  would  relieve  me  from 

*  the  very    ungentlemanly  fituation,    as   I 

*  thought  it,  of  being  in  debt,  I  was  deter- 
'  mined  to  accept  the  propofal ;  when  I 
<  received  a  letter  from  an  old  friend  and 

'  fchool- 
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'  fchool-fellow,  who  begged  leave  to  rc- 
f  mind  me  of  a  promife  I  had  long  made 
'  him  of  the  living  in  queftion  ;  and  ex- 
c  prefTed  his  anxious  expectation  that  I 
'  would  now  fulfil  it.  I  did  not  recollect 
'  any  thing  like  a  promife  of  the  kind  : — - 
€  But  what  was  to  be  done  ? — The  very 
f  idea  of  forfeiting  my  word,  was  fo  repug- 
'  nant  to  the  Jentiments  if  a  Gentleman,  that 
*'  I  determined  not  to  rifque  the  imputa- 
c  tion  of  it ;  and  therefore  gave  the  living 
f  to  the  perfon  who  demanded  it,  as  amat- 
'  ter  of  promife,  without  exprefling  a  doubt 

*  to  him  on  the  re&itude  of  his  claim. 

(  Thus  did  I  live  in  a  rigid  adherence 
'  to  the  admonition  of  my  father,  without 

*  gaining  any  one  point,  but  the  fatisfac- 
'  tion  of  obeying  it.     I  determined,  how- 
'  ever,  to  avoid  all  fcrapes  for  the  future ; 

*  and  having  received  the  legacy  of  five 
'  thoufand  pounds  bequeathed  me  by  my 
(  godfather,  I  got  rid  of  my  little  incum- 
'  brances,  and  refolved  ta  preferve  myfelf 

D  4  from 
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*  from  future  inconvenience*  by  as  much 

*  prudence  and  precaution  as  the  cliarac- 

*  ter  of  a  Gentleman  would  permit* 

*  The  bufmefs  of  the  arreft,  I  muft  ac- 
'  knowledge,  lay  upon  my  mind  -,  it  was 
f  a  circumftance  that  I  could  not  think  of 

*  without  great  mortification  ;  it  wounded 

*  my  feelings}  as  a  Gentleman*,  and  as  the 

*  difTolution  of  Parliament  was  dien  ex- 
c  peeled,  I   determined   to  fcreen  myfelf 
c  from  all  polTibility  of  fimilar  difhonour, 

*  by  obtaining  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
'*  mons.     On   making  known  my  inten- 

*  tion,  I  had  an  immediate  offer  to  be 

*  elected  for.  a  certain  fum,  without  any 

*  trouble,  or  even  perfonal  appearance. — 

*  But  I  thought  it  would   be  more  con- 
c  fiilent  with  my  character,  as  a  Gentleman, 

*  to  be  chofen  by  thofe  who  knew  me;  I 
c  therefore  became  a  candidate  to  be  repre- 

*  fentative  of  a  borough  which  fever al  of 

*  my  family  had  already  reprefented.  Thus 

*  I  engaged  in  a  contefted  election ;  and, 

<  after 
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c  after  an  infinite  deal  of  trouble,  perplex- 
c  ity,  and  perfonal  exertion,  I  was  returned 
c  to  Parliament  at  twice  the  expence  for 
'  which  I  could  have  obtained  the  fenato- 
c  rial  honour,  without  any  inconvenience 

5  whatever. 

c  Independence  of  any  party  I  coniidered 
'  as  the  effential  point  of  Parliamentary 

6  character  :  and  to  maintain  my  dignity, 
f  as  a  Gentleman,  who  was  to  fubmit  to  no 
<  bafe  compliance  on   the  one  hand,   or 
c  enter  into  any  factious  views  on  the  other, 
c  I  determined  to  act  according  to  the  cool 
c  fuggeflions  of  my  own  mind,  in  fupport- 
'  ing  or  oppofing  the  public  meafures  of 
c  Government.    Thus,  by  fometimes  vo- 
'  ting  with  the  Miniftry,   and  fometimes 
c  with  Oppofkion,  I  was  confidcred  as  of 
*  no  confequence  by  either,  and  very  often 
c  ridiculed  by  both. 

'  After  three  years  diligent  attention  to 

r  my  Parliamentary  duty,  it  did  not  appear 

D  5  <  te 
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*  to  me  that  I  had  done  much  good,  and 
f  it  was  very  evident  that  I  had  acquired 

*  no  importance ; — I  determined,    there- 
'  fore,  to  alter  my  courfe  of  life/  and  to 

*  direct  all  my  future   views  to   domeftic 

*  pleafures  : — in  fhort5 1  refolved  to  marry. 

to 

c  A  gentleman  who  lived  in  my  neigh- 

*  bourhood,  had  three  amiable  daughters  -, 

*  and  to  the  eldeft  of  them  I  made  fuch 
'  propofals  as  were  immediately  accepted. 

*  Her   father  had  been   a  barrifter  at  law, 
c  of  con fiderable  eminence,  and  had  lately 
*•  retired  from  the  hurry  and  fatigue  of  the 
€  bar,'  to  pafs  the  reft  of  his  days  on  his 
c  paternal  eitate. — Report,  indeed,  djid  not 
f  fpeak  favourably  of  his  profeffional  life  ; 

*  but  with  what  juftice,  I  did  not  trouble 

*  myfelf  to  enquire,  as  I  could  not  fufpect, 

*  that,  when  he  retired  to  live  as  a  Gentle- 
c  man,  he  would  fuffer  the  tricking  fpirit 
c  of  the  lawyer  to  accompany  him.  I  there - 
€  fore  did  not  doubt  his  fincerity,  when  he 
c  told  me  that  he  fliould  crown  his  daugh- 

'  ter't 
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ter's  marriage  with  a  portion  often  thou- 
fand  pounds,  and  a  fecurity  for  the  fuc- 
ceflion  of  an  equal  fum  after  his  death. — 
The  fettlement  I  propofed  was  hand  fome, 
and  the  wedding-day  was  fhortly  named. 
But,  on  the  preceding  evening,  while  I 
was  indulging  myfelf  in  pleafing  reflec 
tions  on  the  happinefs  that  awaited  me,, 
the  old  gentleman  came,  in  great  apparent 
perturbation,  to   inform  me  that,  from- 
a  variety  of  unexpected   circumftaoces,. 
all  of  which  he  enumerated,  it  was  impof- 
fible   for  him  to  advance,  at  that  time,, 
the  money  he  had  engaged  to  give  me 
with  his  daughter;  and  therefore  propo 
fed,  with  many  expreflions  of  concern,  to 
poiipone  the  marriage  for  fix  months, 

*  This  circumftance,  I  muft  own,  did' 

•  not  pleafe  me ; — but  I  thought  it  would 
manifefl  a  fufpicion  which  v/as  beneath 
the  charafter  of  a  Gent  km  an,  to  doubt  the 

:  promife  he  then  made  me.     Befidcs,  it 

•  feemed  to  me,  to  be  wholly  in  confident 

D6  .  rwith 
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c  with  the  feelings  of  a  Gentleman,  to  wound 

*  the  delicacy  of  a  moft  amiable  woman> 
«  by  putting  off  my  marriage  from  confi- 

*  derations  of  fuch  a  fordid  nature  : —  I 

*  therefore  married  her  the  next  day,  and 

*  contented  myfelf  with  her  father's  verbal 
c  engagement  for  the  payment  of  her  for- 

*  tune  at  a  future  period.     But  before  that 
c  period  arrived,  he   was  called  upon  to 

*  fulfil  an  engagement  which  no  chicane 

*  can  baffle,  or  artifice  delay : — In  fhort, 
c  he  died  as  he  fat  in  his  chair,  and  while 

<  he  was  on  a  vifit  at  my  houfe.     The  day 

<  after  this  unexpected  event,  my  two  fif- 
€  ters-in-law,  brought   me    a  fmall  box, 
c  which  contained  his  papers,  and  defiring 
c  me  to  look  for  his  will  among  them,  reti- 
f  red,  to  mingle  their  griefs  with  thofe  of 

their  lifter. 

*  In  a  very  fhort  time  I  found  two  wills ; 

*  the  one  had  been  made  previous  to  my 

*  marriage,  the  other,  immediately  after  it. 

*  In  the  former,  he  had   bequeathed  his 

'  fortune 
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•* 

*  fortane  in  equal  proportions  to  his  three 
c  children ;  but,  by  the  latter,  he  left  the 
'  whole  of  his  property  to  his  two  unmar- 

*  ried  daughters,  without  mentioning  even 
c  the  name  of  my  wife. — I  was  almoft  pe- 
c  trifled  at  this   act  of  injuftice.     Indeed 
'  the  idea  of  deftroying  the  latter  will  came 
'  acrofs  me,  nor  do  I  now  think  it  would 

*  have  been  in   any  degree  difhonourable 
'  to  have  done  it : — Nay,  I  do  moft  freely 
'  acknowledge,  that  I  was  deliberating  wjth 
'  myfelf,  whether  I  fhould  not  throw,  what 
6  I  confidered  as  a  moil  fraudulent  and  cri- 
c  minal  inflrument,  into  the  fire,  when  hap 

'  pening  to  carl  my  eyes  towards  a  picture 
c  of  my  father,  which  hung  over  the  chim- 

*  ney,  it  feemed  to  fay  to  me,J0  nothing  un~ 

*  worthy  of  a  Gentleman,  I  therefore  haften- 
c  ed  to  communicate  to  the  ladies  the  la  ft 
f  teftamentary  difpofition  of  the  old  gentle- 
c  man.— My  wife  was  immediately  feized 

*  with  hyfterics  -,   and  I  really  believe  that 
c  the  Ihock  would  have,  m  the  end,  depri- 
«  ved  me  of  her,  if  the  generous  affection  of 

<her 
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'  her  fitters  had  not  allured  her  that  their 
€  father's  injuftice  had  not  made  them  un- 

*  juftj  and  that,  as  nothing  ought,  fo  no- 
'  thing  fhould   exclude  her  from  fharing 

*  his  fortune  with  them.    This  defign  they 
f  afterwards  infilled  on  fulfilling,   in  the 
c  moft  honourable  manner ;   but  my  wife 

*  was  fuch  a  treafure  in  herfclf,  and  their 
c  generofity  was    fo  peculiarly   calculated 

*  to  awaken  adequate   returns,  that  I  did 
'  not    think    it    would    become  me,    as 

*  a  Gentleman,   to    accept   their  generous 
c  propofal ;  and  I  moil  peremptorily  refu- 

«  fed  it.. 

/ 

*  Thefe  amiable  women,  however,    to 

*  my  very  great  regret,  did  not  long  fur- 
c  vive  their   father  ;   and   their    fifler,   at 
'  length,    inherited  the  whole  of  that  for- 

*  tune  of  which  paternal  in ju (lice  intended 
'  fhe  iliould  not   even  receive  her  natural 
c  fliare.     Since  that  period,  I  have  lived 
'  but  little  in  what  is  called  the  world  -, — 
€  and  have-  learned,  at  laft,   that  a  liberal: 
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c  fpirit,  unaccompanied  with  a  controuling 
'  prudence,  is  an  extreme  folly,  inflead  of 
'  an  elevated  virtue. 

6  Thus  have  T  given  you,  for  your  in* 

'  ftrudion,  a  very  faithful  account  of  fome, 

c  among    the  numberlefs    inconveniences 

*  which  I  have  fuffered  from  an  erroneous 
c  principle  of  always  afting  like  a  Gentle- 

*  man.     And  I  cannot,  after  all,  but  thank 
'  my  lucky  fortune,  which,  in  fpite  of  my 

*  romantic  notions  of  doing  nothing  unwcr- 
c  thy  of  a  Gentleman.,   has  preierved  me 
'  from  being  a  Beggar.9 

At  the  moment  that  the  ftory  was 
concluded,  Don  Cleofas  faw  Afmodeus 
approaching.  He  immediately  joined 
him,  and  they  proceeded  on  their  morn 
ing  droll.  <c  Well,  my  friend,"  faid  the 
Demon,  <f  I  hope  the  time  of  my  abfence 
has  been  employed  to  your  fatisfaction." — 
"  Perfectly  fo,"  anfwered  the  other  ;  u  I 
have  been  entertained  with  a  very  fine  pic 
ture 
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ture  of  the  errors  of  a  good  heart,  and  the 
follies  of  miftakcn  virtue. — In  fhort,  it  ap 
pears  to  me,  that  poor  human  nature  has 
enemies  enough  in  itfelf,  without  requiring 
the  affi (lance  of  your  fraternity." — '«  Ne- 
verthelefs,"  replied  Afmodeus,  "  human 
virtue  is  Ibmetimes  too  flrong  for  us  all, 
as  it  has  actually  proved  this  very  morn 
ing  j- — when  a  beautiful  woman,  and  a 
widow  into  the  bargain,  has  fairly  baffled 
us  all.  Her  charms  have  made  a  very 
deep  impreflion  on  the  heart  of  a  young 
man  of  the  firft  rank ;  and  fhe  has  not 
only  generally  diicouraged  him  from  fol 
lowing  her,  but  moil  carefully  avoids  every 
place  where  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  fpeaking  to  her.  Puzzled  and  perplexed 
at  her  conduct,  but  yet  more  in  love  than 
ever,  he  this  morning  determined  to  fall 
from  his  horfe,  as  if  by  accident,  jufl  before 
the  door  of  her  houfe ;  and  I  left  you/' 
continued  the  Demon,  "to  exert  my  influ 
ence,  for  the  purpofe  of  getting  it  opened 
on  the  occaiion  ;  but  though  I  contrived  to 

draw 
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draw  her  to  the  window  at  the  moment 
this  event  took  place,  when  I  imagined 
that  common  politenefs  and  humanity 
would  operate  in  favour  of  our  ftratagem, 
her  pride  fuppreffed  it  all ;  for  the  moment 
fhe  faw  what  was  going  forward  in  the 
ftreet,  fhe  fent  her  femme  de  chamkre  with 
the  moft  peremptory  orders,  that  no  one 
fhould  be  admitted  into  the  houfe,  on  any 
pretence  whatever. 

"  This  lady  is  of  a  very  good  family, 
and  therefore  has  a  certain  dignity  to  fup- 
port  -} —  fhe  alfo  poiTefles  a  large  join 
ture,  and  is,  therefore,  fuperior  to  all  offers 
of  pecuniary  gratification: — And  as  for 
vanity,  which  is  fuch  a  leading  movement 
in  the  female  machine, — that,  at  prefent, 
operates  wholly  againft  us."  "  But  has 
fhe  not,1'  demanded  Don  Cleofas,  "  a  friend 
you  do  not  think  proper  to  mention,  and 
whofename  is  Confcience  ?" — "  Oh,"  re 
plied  the  other,  fmiling,  "  let  us  but  once 
get  her  vanity  on  our  fide,  and  I  will  foon 

contrive 
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contrive  that  her  confcience  (hall  give  us 
very  little  trouble. — But  you  ihall  fee,  or 
hear,  at  leaft,  more  of  this  little  plan  here 
after. 

"  At  prefent  I  muft  requeft  your  atten 
tion  to  the  perfon  on  horfeback,  who  is 
talking  to  a  plain  looking  man  with  a  whip 
in  his  hand.  He  muft  be  ranked,  without 
hefitation,  among  the  favourites  of  fortune. 
His  hiftory  is  briefly4  as  follows  :- — 

"  He  is  a  native  of  Ireland ;  and  in  the 
earlier  part  of  his  life,  found  it  convenient 
to  attach  himfelf  to  a  woman,  who,  from 
having  been  a  well-known  lady  of  plea- 
fure,  had  advanced  herfelf  to  be  the  mif- 
trefs  of  a  fafhionable  brothel.  Her  purfe 
was,  at  this  time,  very  ferviceable  to  his 
views,  and  enabled  him  to  appear  on  the 
turf, — a  place  where  all  diftinctions  are  le 
velled, — with  fome  eclat ; —  and  fuch  was 
his  fuccefs,  that  he  was,  at  length,  enabled 
to  purchafe  the  moft  famous  race-horfe  of 

the 
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the  day,  for  which  he  gave  the  very  large 
fum,  as  it  was  then  thought,  of  fifteen  hun 
dred  pounds  ;  and  this  hard  bargain  made 
his  fortune  : — for  that  animal,  in  the  qua 
lity  of  a  Piallion,  has  produced  him,  for 
many  years,  a  very  great  income,  and  given 
him  various  other  advantages,  which  have 
made  him  a  very  leading  character  in  the 
racing  calendar.  However,  to  his  honour 
be  it  faid,  that,  in  the  day  of  his  profperity, 
he  did  not  forget  the  friend  of  his  adver- 
iity ;  but  made  her  as  much  an  honeft  wo 
man  as  he  could — by  making  her  his  wife. 
He  now  keeps  a  very  fine  dud  of  horfes, — 
lives  in  a  (tile  of  elegance, — gives  excel 
lent  dinners, — and,  in  the  fociery  of  the 
turf,  mixes  with  many  of  the  firft  perfons 
in  the  kingdom.  In  the  gambling  of  the 
horfe-courfe,  in  which  foul  play  is,  fome- 
times,  allowed  to  be  fair  play,  he  preferves 
a  refpe&abk  character  j  and,  in  private  life, 
he  does  better  things  than  many,  who,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  world,  are  thought  to 
be  better  men. 

"But 
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"  But  while  this  man  has  made  a  large 
fortune  by  the  poffeiTion  of  an  horfe,  the 
gentleman  with  a  black  cravat  round  his 
neck,  and  half-boots,  who  this  moment 
joins  him,  has  been  brought  to  ruin  by  a 
fimilar  circumilance.  His  evil  flars  made 
him  mafler  of  an  Arabian  courier,  towhofe 
fancied  merits,  and  thofe  of  his  breed,  he 
has  been  fo  fatally  infatuated, — that  by  a 
continuance  of  lofing  matches  for  large 
fums,  and  as  frequent  bets  for  more,  toge 
ther  with  the  great  expence  of  his  unpro 
fitable  flables,  he  is  become  fo  reduced,  as 
to  be  obliged  to  difpofe  of  his  very  valuable 
colle&ion  of  paint  ings,  antiques,  and  draw 
ings, — Indeed  he  will  be  more  fortunate 
than  he  has  lately  been,  or  than  unpardon 
able  imprudence  deferves,  if,  in  the  end, 
he  efcapes  the  mifery  and  difgrace  of  a 
prifon." 

"  But  I  fee  a  young  well-  jrefled  man," 
faid  the  Count,  "  with  a  fine  nofegay  in  his 
hand,  whofe  looks  as  well  as  his  hafty  fleps, 

mark 
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mark  the  impatience  of  his  errand.  It  is, 
I  fuppofe,  to  offer  his  bouquet  to  the  bo- 
fbm  of  his  miftrefs,  before  it  has  loft  the 
frefhnefs  of  the  garden  from  whence  he 
has  gathered  it."  €(  Your  fuppofition,  my 
friend/' anfwered  Afmodeus,  cf  is  at  once 
natural,  gallant,  and  like  yourfelf;  but  un 
luckily  it  is  not  true.  The  gentleman  is 
certainly  on  an  embafly  to  ladies ;  not 
however,  to  carry  a  nofegay,  but  a  malici 
ous  Ion-mot,  which  he  has  heard  within  this 
quarter  of  an  hour :  but  Ib  great  is  his 
fpeed,  that  he  will  have  loft  it  by  the  way, 
and  give  his  fair  friends  an  opportunity 
of  laughing  more  at  him,  than  they  would 
have  done  at  his  ftory. 

Cf  That  gentleman  who  has  pafled  us," 
faid  the  Demon,  u  in  a  poft-chaife  and 
four,  charged  with  fuch  a  quantity  of  heavy 
baggage,  is  alfo  gone  upon  an  errand  which 
will  turn  out  very  different  from  his  pre- 
fent  expe&ations. 

i  This 
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ic  This  worthy  man  has  but  one  enemy 
in  the  world, — but  that  is  a  very  formida 
ble  one ; — it  is  his  own  heart,  which  is  in 
habited  by-  all  thofe  fenfibilities  that  are 
fometimes  known,  and  not  very  unfre- 
quently,  to  impel  a  man  fo  near  the  very 
verge  of  what  is  wrong,  as  to  make  it  a 
doubt,  with  unreflecting  people,  as  to  the 
reality  of  his  character. 

"  For  his  part,  he  never  did  any  thing 
in  his  life  but  with  the  belt  intention  in 
the  world  ;  and  yet  he  is  continually  doing 
fomething  that  requires  more  trouble  to 
juftify,  than  the  good-humour  of  mankind 
will  think  proper  to  take.  The  action  of 
fers  itfelf  to  public  examination,  and  the 
motive  remains  a  fecret, — fo  that  his  er 
rors  have  been  frequently  imputed^by  thofe 
who  viewed  them  at  a  diftance,  to  an  im 
perfection  of  character,  when  they  aroie 
from  nothing  more  than  the  power  of  his 
heart  over  his  judgment- 

"  But 
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<l  But  another  unfortunate  circum- 
fiance  about  him  is  this ; — that  while  he 
has  ever  been  the  Have  of  his  own  heart, 
this  very  heart  has  been  continually  the 
flave  of  fome  fair  objecl:  or  other. —  In 
fhort,  he  has  ever  been  in  love  $  and,  by 
nature,  was  formed  for  conftancy  -, — but 
an  unkind  return  he  met  with  in  the  early 
part  of  his  life,  though  it  has  not  hardened 
his  heart,  has  rendered  it  of  a  more  tranf- 
ferable  nature. — It  is  almoft  unneceiTary 
for  me  to  add,  that  he  has  been  a  dupe  to 
women.— He  has  fallen  in  love  with  a  maid* 
fervant,  and  thrown  away  thofe  attentions 
upon  her,  which  would  have  won  any  wo 
man,  in  any  flation  of  life. — He  has  taken 
a  proftitute  from  the  ftreets,  to  the  com 
forts  of  his  own  houfe. — He  has  dreamed  of 
reftoring  her  to  innocence,  and  making  her 
a  companion  for  himfelf.  — Nay,  when  he 
found  his  endeavours  were  vain,  he  has  wept 
over  her  fate. —  By  whom  has  he  not  been 
deceived?  The  friend  in  whom  he  trufted— 
*the  fervant  in  whom  he  confided— the  mif- 

trefs 
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trefs  whom  he  loved — have  all  played  upon 
his  fenfibility,  and  made  it  fubfcrvicnt  to 

their  own  advantage. 

"  At  length,  however,  he  perceived  the 
weaknels  which  hasfo  long  perplexed  and 
difgraced  him  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  is 
convinced  that  there  is  no  other  mode  of 
laving  himfelf  from  its  future  inconveni 
ences,  but  by  flying  from  thofe  objects 
which  have  called  it  forth.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  has  juft  quitted  London,  to  pafs  the 
reft  of  his  days  at  the  antient  feat  of  his 
femily,  which  he  has  not  fcen  for  many 
years-;  and  has  not  the  leaft  fufpicion,  that 
before  he  has  refided  there  a  week,  he  will 
be  violently  in  love  with  the  daughter  of 
the  parfon  of  his  parifh." 

"  I  wifh  him  a  good  journey,  with  all 
my  heart,"  faid  Don  Cleofas  5  <c  but  my 
curiofity  is  employed  on  a  much  more  in- 
terefting  object, — I  fhould  be  glad,  with 
your  affiftance,  to  travel  through  the  hif- 

tory 
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tory  of  that  charming  woman  in  deep 
mourning,  followed  by  a  black  boy,  in  a 
fantaftic  livery.0  "  You  will  then,  my 
friend,"  replied  Afrnodeus,  "  have  but  a 
very  fhort  way  to  go  ;  and  a  few  minutes 
will  take  you  to  the  end  of  your  progrefs. 
The  lady  is  an  impure  of  confequence,  and 
the  favourite  of  a  young  Duke,  to  whom  fhe 
is  really  conftant  while  he  remains  in  town; 
but  when  he  is  in  the  country,  me  praclifes 
conftancy  with  twenty  young  men  of  fa-* 
ihioriy  who  take  that  opportunity  of  offering 
their  fervices  to  her.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  a  country  clergyman,  whofe  life  has  long- 
been  embittered  by  her  conducl,  and  is  at- 
length  fhortened  by  it.  The  good  man, 
about  a  fortnight  ago,  died  of  a  broken 
heart.  She  has  put  herfelf,  as  you  fee,  into 
deep  mourning  on  the  occafion;  and  this 
is  the  only  mark  of  refpeft,  if  it  may  be 
thought  to  deierve  that  name,  which  this 
amiable  daughter  has  ever  flicwn  her  fa 
ther. 

VOL.  II.  E  « Permit 
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"  Permit  me,  at  the  fame  time/'  con* 
tinued  he,  (( to  recommend  to  your  notice, 
the  wretched  female  who  folicits  her,  with 
repeated  entreaties,  to  purchafe  a  nofegay. 
She  too  was  once  an  admired  beauty,  and 
lived  in  all  the  luxury  of  fplendid  profti- 
tution :  but  diffipation,  folly  and  difeafe, 
have  long  fmce  brought  her  to  her  prefent 
mifcrable  lituation ;  and  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  haughty  fair  who  now 
difdains  to  hear  the  tale  of  her  diflrefs,  will 
one  day  experience  the  fame  forlorn  con 
dition  and  unpitied  allotment. 

"  But  by  way  of  relaxing  the  benevo 
lent  gravity  t)f  your  countenance/'  faid  the 
Demon,  "  I  muft  beg  of  you  to  obferve  a 
man  of  a  pleafant  appearance,  who  is  now 
crofTmg  the  ftreet,  with  a  lady  hanging  up 
on  his  arm,  and  three  children  walking 
before  them.  He  is  a  gentleman,  and  an 
author — who  helps  a  fmall  fortune  by  the 
employment  of  his  literary  talents.  He  has 
fancy,  knowledge  and  induftry,  and  de- 

lervcs 
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ferves  well  of  fociety  and  his-  country ;  for 
he  contrives  every  year  to  produce  a  well- 
written  book  and  a  fine  child.  And  his 
wife,  who  is  a  very  clever,  as  well  as  a  very 
pretty  woman,  affifls  him  in  both." 

cc  The  circumftance  is  at  once  pleafant 
and  affecting/ '  faid  Don  Cleofas;  <c  but  it 
muft  be  from  your  fuggeftions  alone,  that 
I  can  reconcile  the  character  of  a  gentleman 
with  that  of  a  man  who  writes  for  money/' 
"  Spanifh  pride  may  dictate  fuch  a  fenti- 
ment,"  anfwered  Afmodeus,  cc  but  the  in 
habitants  of  this  enlightned  country  (and 
it  is  a  proof  of  their  wifdom)  are  of  a  dif 
ferent  opinion.  There  are  Peers  of  the 
Realm,  who  have  received  the  profits  ari- 
ling  from  their  literary  labours,  without 
fufferingany  diminution  of  their  chanufler  -, 
and  I  would  fuggeft  it  to  your  undemand 
ing,  whether  it  be  lefs  honourable  ro  derive 
emolument  from  adding  to  the  fto:k  of  hu 
man  knowledge,  than  to  receive  the  wages 
even  of  a  fovereign,  for  the  idle  attendance 
Ez  on 
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on  a  court.  Indeed,  to  deal  fmcercly  with 
you  on  the  fubjecl,  I  cannot  difcover  any 
good  reafon  why  high -birth  fhould.dif- 
dain  thofe  advantages  from  its  literary  qua 
lifications,  which  it  is  ever  ready  to  receive 
for  military  duties.  Honour  is  equally  to 
be  felt  and  obtained  in  the  ftudy  as  in  the 
field.  Alexander  preferred  the  ftudious 
labours  of  Ariftotle  to  his  own  iplendid 
conquefls ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  fpeak- 
ing  as  a  man,  I  fhould  not  helitate  a  mo 
ment  to  prefer  the  fame  of  Cicero  to  that  of 
Ctffar* — But  we  will  leave  the  consideration 
of  thefe  great  characters,  who  are  no  more, 
to  obferve  upon  thofe ^who  are  paffing  be 
fore  us. 

cc  You  may  not,  perhaps/'  continued 
he,  "  have  obferved  that  green  carriage, 
with  a  lady  and  feveral  children  in  it 
but  this  is,  in  fact,  the  fifth  time  it  has 
palTed  us  in  our  morning  walk.  She  is  the 
wife  of  an  honeft  man  who,  fome  months 
ago,  was  a  leather  breeches-maker  of  re 
pute, 
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pute,  in  this  city  ;  and  being  heir-at-law 
to  a  very  rich  old  mifer,  who  died  without 
having  had  the  courage  to  make  a  will,  has 
unexpectedly  fucceeded  to  a  large  fortune. 
The  good  woman  being  now  elevated  above 
her  former  acquaintance,  and  her  former 
employments,  and  not  having,  as  yet, 
found  any  to  fucceed  them,  pafTes  the 
greateft  part  of  every  day,  to  ufe  her  own 
expreffion,  in  riding  about  the  town  in  her 
coach;  while  her  huiband,  fatigued  with 
having  nothing  to  do,  and  being  without 
any  fociety  in  which  he  can  amufe  him- 
felf,  envies  every  man  he  fees  fitting  crofs- 
legged  on  a  (hop-  board ;  and  regrets  the 
day  when  he  was  taken  from  ftitching  doe- 
Ik  in,  to  be  made  a  gentleman.  Indeed  the 
favours  of  fortune,  much  oftener  than  peo 
ple  think,  turn  out  to  be  no  favours  at 
all. 

"  Here  is  one,  however,"  continued  Af- 

modeus, cc  who  never  will  afTent  to  fuch  an 

opinion.     The  grave,  elderly  margin  the 

£  3  car- 
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carriage  that  will  in  a  few  moments  pafs 
rapidly  by  us,  is  a  phyfician  of  great  know 
ledge  and  merited  eminence  in  his  pro- 
feilion;  but  whofe  love  of  money  is,  at 
leaft,  equal  to  his  medical  abilities  ;  and 
you  will  be  convinced  that  I  do  not  mif- 
reprefent  him,  reflecting  his  avaricious 
propensities,  when  I  have  related  to  you 
a  little  anecdote,  which  has  been  a  good 
deal  talked  of,  and  laughed  at,  during  the 
laft  fortnight. 

"  Among  the  great  variety  of  fick  per- 
fons  who  look  for  health  and  reiteration  at 
his  hands,  there  was  a  gentleman,  who 
having  been  long  confined  to  his  bed,  made 
it  his  conftant  practice  to  prepare  himfelf 
with  the  neceffary  fee,  by  having  it  ready 
in  his  hand,  againft  the  time  when  the 
doctor  generally  arrived  to  pay  his  daily 
vifit.  —  However,  it  fo  happened,  that, 
one  morning,  death  fuddenly  took  pofTef- 
fion  of  the  lick  man,  at  the  moment  of  the 
doctor's  arrival.  He,  however,  thought 
it  right  to  take  another  look  at  his  late  pa 
tient  ^ 


IN     ENGLAND.  103' 

*tient;  and,  on  a  profeffional  examination  of 
his  body,  difcovering  the  ufual  guinea  in 
his  hand, — c  Ah  !'  faid  he,  in  a  tone  of 
niuch  fenfibility,  c  my  poor  friend  pofiefled 
4  his  generous  feelings  to  the  1  aft.' — The 
doctor,  therefore,  took  the  piece  of  gold, 
and  was  preparing  to  transfer  it  to  his 
pocket,  when  the  nurfe  flepped  forwards, 
and  ftating  her  right,  according  to  imme 
morial  ciiftoni,  to  whatever  the  deceafed 
gentleman  had  about  his  perfon,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  put  in  her  claim  to  the 
guinea. 

u  The  doctor,  at  firil,  treated  her  pre- 
tenfions  with  a  contemptuous  difpleafure  ; 
but  finding  that  flie  was  rcfolute  in  her 
demand,  he  propofed  to  fettle  the  matter 
by  dividing  the  treafure  between  them. — 
The  nurfe,  however,  fcoffed  at  his  propofl- 
tion;  and  placing  herfelf  againft  the  door, 
declared,  in  the  moft  peremptory  man 
ner,  that  he  fhould  not  quit  the  chamber 
without  yielding  the  whole  of  the  golden' 
E  4  prize 


104  DEVIL    UPON    TWO    STICKS 

prize  that  he  fo  unjufliy  withheld.  The 
doctor,  who  was  not  in  the  habit  of  letting 
any  good  thing  efcape  from  him>  which  he 
had  once  got  in  his  poffdiion,  began,  at 
length,  to  threaten  violence;  when  the 
nurfe  accufed  him,  in  a  voice  fufncient  to 
alarm  the  whole  houfe,  of  having  robbed 
the  dead. — The  fervants,  roufed  by  the 
noife,  from  their  diflrefs  on  the,  recent  death 
of  their  mailer,  repaired  haftily  to  the 
chamber;  when,  after  the  nurfe  had  related 
her  (lory,  the  doctor  found  himfelf  under 
the  difagreeable  alternative  of  giving  up 
the  guinea,  or  undergoing  the  difcipline 
of  a  blanket.  He  therefore,  without  hefi- 
tation,  determined  on  the  former,  and  re 
treated  to  his  carriage  amidfl  the  hiiTes  of 
the  whole  houfehold." 

/ 

<c  There  is  certainly  fomething  ludicrous 
in  the  ftory,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,  "  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  it  is  rather  calculated  to 
excite  averfion,  than  merriment;  and,  I 
rnuft  beg  of  you,  my  dear  friend,  if  I 

fhotild 
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fhould  fail  iick  during  my  fb.y  in  this  coun 
try,  that  this   mod  excellent  dodlor  may 

not  be  called  in  to  cure  me." c<  Your 

prejudice,  my  good  Lord,"  replied  the 
Demon,  (( is  very  amiable,  but  it  will 
not,  by  any  means,  coalefce  with  the  con 
cerns  of  life. — If  a  man  does  the  buiinefs 
well  on  which  you  employ  him,  what,  in 
the  name  of  common  fenfe,  have  you  to  da 
with  the  foibles  of  his  character  ?  You* 
may  have  a  confidence  in  a  phyfician,  with- 
.out  refpecTmg  him  as  an  individual.  This 
very  do61or  is  known  to  poilefs  confum- 
mate  profeffional  (kill,  and  people  fend  to 
him  for  his^  advice,  which  he  will  fell  to- 
any  body, — ^and  not  for  his  money,  which 
he  will  give  to  nobody." 

<(  But  what  can  be  the  matter  with  that 
gentleman  on  horfeback,"  faid  the  Count, 
'*  who  has  juft  dropped  his  whip  from  one 
hand,  and  his  gloves  from  the  other,  and 
continues  his  courfe  as  if  he  knew  nothing; 
of  the  matter  ?" — "  He  is  a  very  filly  fel- 

E  5 
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low/'  anfwered  the  Demon,  if  whom  I 
muft,  never  thelefs,  take  the  liberty  of  in 
troducing  to  your  acquaintance,  that  you 
may  laugh  at  him,  as  his  fervant  does,  who 
is  now  picking  up  the  articles  which  have 
efcaped  his  mailer. 


c< 


With  a  very  flender  underftandmg,  this 
young  man  has,  fbmehow  or  other,  adopted 
a  refpect  for  men  of  genius,  and  poiTefied 
himfelf  with  an  ardent  wilh  to  obtain  a 
rank  among  them : — But  the  method  he 
employs  to  fatisfy  his  ambition,  is  equally 
fingular  and  ridiculous.  Having  formed 
an  opinion  that  abfence  of  mind  is  the  lead  - 
ing  charafteriftic  of  great  talents  and  fupe- 
rior  knowledge,  he  aflumes  it  upon  every 
occafion,  where  his  idle  fancy  fuggefts  that 
it  can  have  the  defired  effect  of  procuring 
him  the  credit  of  that  intenfe  meditation 
which  is  the  habit  of  a  profound  mind. — 
He  will,  at  table,  pour  wine  into  his  foup, 
and  cover  his  potatoes  with  jelly,  and  fwal- 
low  them  both,  as  if  he  knew  not  what  he 

had 
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Had  done.— He  will  walk  out  in  his  gar 
den  with  one  foot  clad  in  a  ihoe  and  fplen^ 
did  buckle,  and  the  other  in  a  fcarlet  flip 
per.  He  will  take  a  book  from  his  pocket, 
and  prefenting  it  to  a  by-ftander,  recom- 
mendhis  fnuff  as  juft  imported  from  Paris; 
and  he  will  offer  his  fnuff- box  to  another, 
and  afk- him  if  he  has  ever  read  that  inge 
nious  author. — He  will,  then,  .as  if  awaken 
ing  fuddenly  into  recollection,  exclaim, 
with  a  fhrug,  <  What  ftrange  beings  we 

<  abfent  men  are  I— -We  are really  guilty  of 

<  fuch  continual  abfurdities,  that  I  wonder 
*  we  are  not  difcarded.  from  -all  fociety.' 

(e  But  this  man  of  genius  has  fo  much 
precaution  about  him,  that  he   is  never- 
known  to  do  any  thing  diikgreeable  or  in 
jurious    to  himfelf. — He   is  never  feen  to' 
put  fait  into  his  coffee,  or  to  fend  away  his  - 
plate,   till  he  has  fatisfied  his  appetite. — 
He  does  not  ride  againft  a  waggon,  or  rilk 
being  run  over  by  a  coach,  or  let  his  fire 
out  in  a  fr'ofty  morning. — He  is  always 
E  6  upon 
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upon  the  watch  to  exhibit  his  fymptoms  of 
genius,  when  they  will  not  be  attended  with 
any  inconvenience. — Nor  would  he  have 
dropped  his  whip  and  his  gloves  this 
morning,  if  his  groom  had  not  been  be 
hind  him  to  have  picked  them  up :  and  if 
the  man  had  accidentally  pafTed  them  by, 
he  would,  on  his  return  home,  have  been 
immediately  difcharged  for  his  negligence. 
In  fhort,  he  is.,  as  it  were,  always  awake  in 
order  to  appear  to  be  afleep ;  and  exerts  a 
never-failing  prefence  of  mind,  to  catch 
the  moil  feafonable  opportunities  of  put 
ting  on  a  total  abfence  of  it." 

cc  Let  us  not,  however,"  faid  Don  Cleo- 
fas,  "  follow  his  example,  by  keeping  our 
prefent  poiition ;  or  we  friall  be  borne 
down  by  the  enormous  mafs  of  flefh  and 
blood  that  is  approaching  us,  and  engrofles 
the  foot-way  to  itfelf.  Never  did  I  be 
fore  behold  fo  large  a  body  upon  one  pair 
of  legs;  and  it  really  furprifes  me  much 
that  they  poflefs  a  degree  of  flrength  fuf- 

ficient 
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ficient  to  fupport  it." "  Your  aftonifh- 

ment  then  will  be  greatly  encreafed,"  an- 
fwered  Afmodeus,  "  when  I  allure  you, 
that  the  favourite  amufemem  of  this  comely 
gentleman  is  dancing  ^  and  that  when  an 
opportunity  offers,  he  never  fails  to  exhibit 
himielf  in  a  minuet."  "  And  is  there 
not  one  perfon  in  the  world,"  exclaimed 
the  Count,  "  who  loves  him  well  enough 
to  turn  him  afide  from  fuch  a  foolifh  pro- 
penfity  ?" —  "  As  for  that,"  replied  the 
Demon,  Cf  he  has  friends  in  plenty ;  but  he 
in  reality  pofTciTes  fo  many  amiable  quali 
ties,  that  they  cannot  bring  themfelves  to 
give  him  the  pain  of  laughing  him  out  of 
one  ridiculous  failing.  There  are  ibme 
follies  of  fuch  an  amiable  nature/'  faid 
the  Demon,  <f  that  a  good-natured  man 
can  fcarcely  bring  himfelf  to  fpeak  harfhly 
of  them.  Of  this  opinion  you  have  juft 
heard  a  iingular  example  : — but  there  are 
others  equally  innocent,  which  every  fenfi- 
ble  man  muft  hold  in  contempt  -,  and  I  fhall 
proceed  to  afford  you  an  inftance  in  that 

gentleman, 
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gentleman,  whom  you  fee  at  this  moment 
getting  into  a  chariot,  the  pannels  of  which 
are  covered  with  the  mantle  that  decorates: 
his  arms. 

u  If  you  vifit  him  in. town,  he  mews  a» 
portrait   hanging  over   his   dreiling-rooin 
chimney-piece,  which  he  tells  you  is  that, 
of  his  grandfather;  and,  opening  his  cabi 
net,  he  prefents,  with  great  care,  to  your 
examination,  an  old  half-obliterated  Lieu 
tenant    Colonel's    commifilo^  given    by 
George  the  Firft  to  his. grandfather.      He 
then  fatigues  you  with   a  long  pedigree, 
that  proves  this  fame  grandfather's  defcent, . 
in  a   regular  line,   from  one  of  the  firft. 
Knights  of  the  Garter.     At  his  table  he 
has  always  fome  ftrange  old-faihioned  piece 
of  plate,  .for  which  he  apologizes  to  his  com* 
pany,  as  very  inelegant, — but  it  belonged 
to  his  grandfather. 

<(  In  the  country,  he  continues  the  fame 
-> — nor  will  he  fuffer  you  to  finiih  the  . 

common 
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common  falutations  on  your  arrival  there^ 
before  he  forces  your  attention  to  the  pic 
ture  of  a  man  clad  in  armour,  and  mounted- 
on  a  prancing  Heed,  which  is.  the  principal 
ornament  of  the  great  hall.  '  That  por- 

*  trait/  he  will   fay,  with  an  air  of  great 
confequence,  c  was  painted  by  Sir  Godfrey 
'  Kneller,  and  is  a  very  fine  refeniblance  of 

*  my   grandfather.'     Nor  will  you    have, 
been  half  an  hour  in  his  houfe,  before  he 
has  informed  you,  that  the  great  bow-win 
dow  was  made,  the   ftables   rebuilt,    the 
pigeon-houfe  removed,  the  groves  planted, 
and  that  three  bells  were  added  to  the  vil 
lage  peal  by  the  fame  important  perfonage* 
In  fhort,  it  appears,  from  every  part  of  his 
difcourfe,  as  if  he  wiflied  you  to  imagine 
he  never  had  a  father.     But  the  truth  is, 
that  the  grandfather,  by  his  extravagance, 
involved  his  eftate  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
his  fon  was  obliged  to  enter  into  a  profef- 
fion;  which,  however,  he  followed  with  fo 
much  induftry  and  fuccefs,   as  to  enable 
him  to  leave  the  family  property  not  only 

free 
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free  from  incumbrance,  but  confiderably 
enlarged,  to  the  prefent  pofTeffor  whom 
you  have  juft  feen,  You  will  acknowledge* 
therefore,  that  he  has  every  reafon  in  the 
world  to  be  afhamed  of  his.  father  ! 

cc  I  perceive/'  continued  Afmodeus, 
"  that  your  Spaniih  prejudice  will  not 
permit  you  to  fee  this  filly  pride  in  the  light 
it  deferves : — I  ill  all  there  fore  offer  another 
fpecies  of  folly  to  your  obfervation,  in  that 
lufty  young  man  who  is  trotting  down  the 
ftreet  as  raft  as  his  horfe  can  carry  him. — 
He  is  a  pleafant,  carelefs  fellow,  whofe 
immoderate  love  of  pleafure  will  fbon  get 
to  the  far-end  of  a  moderate  fortune.  All 
this  he  very  well  knows,  but  confoles  him- 
felf  with  the  firm  belief  that  about  the  pe 
riod  when  an  extravagant  difpoiltion  has 
finifhed  his  cftate, — his  diffipated  conduct 
•will  have  put  an  end  to  his  life  ;  and  that 
they  will,  of  courfe,  very  conveniently  ex- 
pire  together.  But,  alas  I  this  curious  cal 
culator  will  be  woefully  miftaken :  for  he 

wili 
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nil  live  to  curfe  that  fiurdy  conflitutioa 
/hich  prolongs  his  life,  in  all  the  mifery 
of  neglected  poverty." 

Cf  The  fool  who  reafons  upon  his  foil;/,, 
and  bids  defiance  to  the  effects  of  it,  de- 
ferves  no  pity.  But  I  very  much,  wifh/' 
faid  Don  Clcofas,  "  that  you  would  fhew 
me  a  wile  man,  if  it  be  within  the  reach  of 
your  power ;  or  is  it  beneath  the  gravity  of 
wifdom  to  walk  the  ftreets  ?"  "  By  no 
means/'  anfwered  Afmodeus ;  "and 'the 
gentleman  whom  you  fee  knocking  at 
the  door  of  a  final!  houfe,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  way,  has  an  indubitable  claim 
to  that  character. 

f<  He  is  a  man  of  family,  who  being  fa- 
tiated  with  the  diilipation  of  a  fmgle  life, 
turned  his  thoughts,  about  five  years  agc> 
to  the  more  rational  comforts  of  matrimo 
ny. — At  this  time  two  ladies  were  the  ob 
jects  of  his  attention,  and  diftraded  his 

choice* 
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choice.  Sempronia  was  beautiful,  vain  and* 
wealthy:  Honorm  was  as  amiable  as  fhe  was 
handfome,  but  without  fortune.  He  con- 
fulted  his  friends  on  this  important  occa- 
fion  ;  and,  according  to  their  advice,  he 
chofe  the  former,  and  entered  into  all  the- 
diilipation  of  married  life.  Such  was  the 
dilpofition  of  Sempronia,  that  from  a  violent 
love  of  pleafure  and  fplendour,  flie  had  al 
ready  contrived  to  rr.ake  her  hufband  get 
•rid  of  one  half  of  his  eft  ate,  when  {he  for 
tunately  died;— and  he  is  now  on  the  point 
of  marrying  Honoria,  in  order  to  preierve 
the  remainder." 

w  I  rather  imagine/'  faid  the  Count, 
c(  that  my  good  friend  has  miflaken  the 
nature  of  my  requeil ;  for  this  wife  man 
feems  to  me  to  have  been  as  great  a  fool 
as  any  who  have  preceded  him.  He  prefers 
a  woman  be^aufe  fhe  had  a  fortune,  when 
he  did  not  want  it  -,  and  at  the  moment 
when  his  property  is  ib  greatly  reduced  as 

you. 
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you  reprefent  it,  he  marries  another  without 
any  fortune  at  all." 


"  There  may  be  fomething  fmart  in  the 
obfervation,"  faid  Afmodeus,  Cf  but  it  is 
not  founded  in  truth  :  it  is  very  pofiible 
for  the  virtues  of  a  wife  to  prove  a  more 
profitable  portion  than  a  profufion  of 
riches. — But,  to  return  to  our  f abject : — If 
you  really  wiih  to  fee  a  human  being  who 
was  never  guilty  of  folly,  and  is  invulnera 
ble  to  error,  you  rnuft  feek  him  in  fo'me 
other  fyftem  ;  for  fuch  an  one  is  not  to  be 
found  in  this.  I  would  recommend  you 
therefore  to  lay  afidc  your  impracticable 
theory,  and  treafure  up  the  following  maxim 
as  an  incontrovertible  truth, — That  the  man, 
who,  from  a  fenfe  of  pad  errors,  reforms 
his  future  life,  is,  in  the  mod  enlarged 
fcnfe  of  the  expreflion, — a  wife  man. 

<(  But  here. is  one  whofe  wifdom,  per 
haps,  may  be  more  fuitable  to  your  fancy,. 
Regard ,  therefore,  I  beg  of  you,  with  your 

mod 
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moil  favourable  attention,  the  perfon  ciref- 
fed  in  black,  who  is  on  the  moment  of 
meeting  us.— Obferve  the  nicety  of  his 
peruke— the  elegance  of  his  gold-  headed 
cane — and  above  ail  the  fclf-complaifant 
fmile  that  enlivens  his  countenance. 

"  He  is  a  clergyman  j  and  was,  for 
feveral  years,  as  he  ftiled  himfelf,  librarian 
to  a  certain  Lord  of  a  very  indifferent 
chara&er,  who  had  not  fifty  volumes  in  his 
houfe  ;  but,  in  fact,  he  was  the  willing 
minifter  of  his  pleafures,  and  the  faithful 
confidant  of  his  mofl  fecret  thoughts  and 
actions.  He  flattered  him  to  his  face,™ 
praifed  him  in  his  abfence, — attended  him 
in  his  amufements, — and  never  failed  to 
laugh  at  his  Lordfhip's  jokes,  whether 
he  or  any  other  perfon  was  the  object  of 
them.  In  fhort,  he  fo  wormed  himfelf 
into  the  regard  of  his  noble  protedlcr,  that 
he  was,  at  length*  prefented  by  him  to  a 
living  of  confiderable  value.  But  no  fooner 
was  he  iridudted,  with  all  the  neceflary 

ceremonials, 
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ceremonials,  into  his  fat  rectory,  than  he 
afTumed  a  new  character  ;  and  in  the  vi  fit 
of  thanks  which  he  paid  to  his  patron,  after 
expreffing,  with  great  gravity,  the  moil 
fincere  acknowledgements  for  his  late  kind- 
nefs,  he  hoped  his  Lordfhip  would  excufe 
him,  if  he  then  withdrew  from  his  fociety. 
c  He  was  now/  he  faid,  c  become  the 

*  fhepherd  of  a  flock,  whom  it  was  his  duty 
'*  to  inftruct  by  example,  as  well  as  pre- 

*  cept ;  that,  in  his  new  fituation,  he  had  a 
'  character  to  fupport,  and  a  reputation  to 
'  maintain,  if  not  to  acquire;  and  that  he 
/  muft,  therefore,  be  no  longer  confidered 
'  as  an  aflbciate  of  his  Lordfhip's,  unlefs 

*  he  would  reform  his  life  in  fuch  a  man- 
c  ner,  as  to  render  a  communication  with 

*  him  no  longer  a  difgrace. ' —  The  noble 
Lord  conlidered  all  this  grave  harangue 
and  folemn  demeanour,  as  a  piece  of  buf 
foonery,    contrived  and   put   on  for    his 
.amufement ;  but  on  finding  himfelf  mif- 
taken,  his  aftonifhment  gave  way  to  his 
refentment ;  and,  with  a  prelude  of  fome 

very 
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very  animated  oaths  at  hypocrify,  rafcality 
and  ingratitude,  his  Lordfhip,  without  any 
ceremony,  kicked  the  confcientious  divine 
down  flairs;  and  recommended  him,  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  to  the  further  difcipline  of 
his  fervants,  who,  by  fimilar  applications, 
very  quickly  conveyed  his  Reverence  into 
the  ftreet.  The  Chriftian  teacher,  however, 
bore  his  perfecution  with  the  patience  that 
became  him  ;  and  confoled  himfelf  with 
this  reflection, — that  though  an  angry  Lord 
had  kicked  him  out  of  his  houfe,  all  the 
Lords  in  the  kingdom  could  not  kick  him 
out  pf  the  benefice." 


cc 


The  comedy  ends,"  fa  id  Don  Cleofas, 
"  as  it  ought  to  do ;  for  both  parties  meet 
with  their  deferts.  The  noble  Lord  found 
the  merited  returns  of  mortifying  ingrati 
tude,  for  having  beftowed  a  religious  office 
on  a  perfon  fo  very  unworthy  of  it  ;  while 
the  clergyman  received  the  difcipline  he 
deferved,  for  his  audacious  hypocrify.  But 
he  may  reform,  perhaps/'  added  he,  fmi- 
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ling,  c<  and  become  a  <wife  man"  "  That 
I  deny,0  replied  Afmodeus;  "  for  though 
wifdom  may  follow,  and  even,  as  it  were, 
proceed  from  error,  it  will  never  be  found 
to  influence  a  mind  that  has  been  corrupted 
by  the  habits  of  low  cunning,  petty  kna 
very,  and  abject Tubmiffion." 

"  That  lady/'  faid  the  Count,  «  in  the 
black  coach,  that  ftops  immediately  before 
us,  has,  amidft  all  her  fables,  fuch  an  air 
and  look  of  content,  that  I  fhould  imagine 
fhe  has  lately  got  rid  of  an  hufband  who 
was  a  dead  weight  upon  her."  "  Your 
conjecture  is  perfectly  well  founded,"  an- 
fwered  the  Demon;  <c  but  there  is  a  fecrec 
circumilance  in  her  conduct  with  which 
the  world  is  not  acquainted.  The  very  day 
after  the  poor  good  man  was  buried,  Irie 
was  privately  married  to  an  handfomc 
young  officer  of  cavalry,  whom  fhe  had 
long  regarded  with  an  eye  of  concupifence. 
She  retains,  however,  a  very  proper  regard 
^o  the  delicacy  of  her  fituation,  and  is  de 
termined 
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termined  to  keep  the  matter  a  profound  fe- 
cret,  unlefs  fhe  fhould  find  herfelf  in  a  pre 
mature  ftate  of  pregnancy  : — If  that  fhould 
happen,  (he  will,  at  once,  avow  her  mar 
riage,  and  fubmit  with  patience  to  be  the 
talk  of  the  town  for  a  fortnight  :  if,  how 
ever,  fuch  a  circumftance  fhould  not  take 
place,  me  will  wait  till  the  ufual  term  of 
mourning  widowhood  is  expired ;  and  then 
re -marry  her  prefent  hufband  with  all  the 
eclat  of  nuptial  fplendour. — Thus  proceeds 
the  bufmefsoflife." 

"  'And  here  is  the  clofing  fcene  of  it  \" 
exclaimed  Don  Cleofas,  "  for  the  whole 
ftreet  is  filled  with  the  pageantry  of  death. 
What  a  fad  and  folemn  array  do  mine  eyes 
behold  !  The  nodding  plumes — the  paint 
ed  efcutcheons — and  the  waving  banners, 
all  tell  me  that  fome  poor  mortal  has  left 
histitles — honours — and  his  wealth  behind 
him,  and  is  going  to  take  his  lafb  deep  in 
the  fepulchre  of  his  fathers."  "  Of  wealth 
indeed,"  faid  the  Demon,  "  he  had  great 

{tore  $ 
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ftore  j  but  honours,  titles,  and  even  virtues, 
he  had  none. — Gold  was  his  idol  and  his 
god  j  to  obtain  that,  he  defrauded  the  rich, 
oppreffed  the  poor,  and  almoft  ftarved  him- 
felf. — Indeed,  he  died  from  the  miferable 
avarice  of  employing  an  ignorant  journey 
man  apothecary,  who  undertook  to  cure 
him  at  a  cheap  rate,  with  his  mailer's  drugs* 
The  heir  of  his  fortune,  however,  is  deter 
mined,  though  he  palTed  through  life  like 
a  beggar,  that  he  fhould  go  to  his  grave 
like  a  gentleman. 

*c  With  this  memento  mori"  continued 
Afmodeus,  cc  we  will,  if  you  pleafe,  clofe 
our  prefent  ramble  -,  but  inflead  of  the 
dulnefs  of  a  tete  a  tete>  at  your  hotel,  I 
will  introduce  to  you  a  coftee-houfe,  where 
you  {hall  enjoy  the  novelty  of  dining  in 
public,  and  be  made  acquainted,  at  the 
fame  time,  with  a  clafs  of  characters  very 
different  from  thofe,  which,  I  flatter  my- 
felf,  have  amufed  your  morning's  excur- 
fion."  While  the  Count  was  expreffing 
VOL.  IL  ,  F  his 
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his  confent  and  his  acknowledgements, 
they  arrived  at  the  door  of  an  houfe,  which 
announced  in  letters  of  gold,  its  fourfold 
capacity  of  Coffee-houfe,  Eating-houfc, 
Tavern,  and  Hotel, 


CHAP, 


«N    EN  «  L  A  NO  *23 


CHAP.      IX. 


the  DEVIL  1^0*  Two 
DOM  CLEOFAS  at  the  Eating-Houfe, 


"  HpHIS  is  a  place/'  faid  the  Demon,  on 
•*•  entering  the  public  room,  "  where 
people  take  the  different  regales  of  the  dif 
ferent  times  of  the  day.  They  who  frequent 
it  at  this  hour,  are,  in  general,  fmgle  men 
who  do  not  keep  houfe,  married  men,  who 
prefer  any  fociety  to  that  of  their  own  fa 
milies,  and  fuch  accidental  guefts  as  your 
Lordfhip  and  myfelf.  I  will  order  your  re- 
paft,  and  while  it  is  preparing,  will  endea 
vour  to  give  you  a  fketch  of  the  refpedlable 
perfonages  around  us." 

"  That  little  man  in  black,"  faid  Af- 
modeus,  u  at  the  table  oppoiite  to  us,  is 
laying  down  the  law  mod  confequentially 
to  his  company,  which  confifh  of  a  young 
holier,  and  the  furgeon  of  a  merchant  fhip. 
Fa  He 
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He  gives  the  characters  of  eminent  lawyers, 
defcribes  their  refpe&ive  merits  and  quali 
ties,  exhibits  fpecimens  of  their  eloquence, 
and  fpeaks  of  ftatutes,  reports,  and  fpecial 
pleadings,  with  all  the  importance  of  pro 
found  information. — His  auditors,  who  are 
fo  polite  as  to  liflen  to  him  with  as  much 
attention  as  if  they  really  underflood  every 
word,  give  him  entire  credit  for  all  he 
utters;   and   fo  they  ought, —  for  he  has 
been  feveral  years  train-bearer  to  a  judge. 

<e  The  man  who  eats  and  talks  at  the 
fame  time,  in  the  feat  adjoining,  is  harangu 
ing,  in  broken  fentences,  on  the  impor 
tant  articles  of  Britiili  wealth  and  com 
merce  -,  and  he  fpeaks  of  the  funds  as  if 
he  had  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in- 
veiled  in  them.  With  the  current  coin, 
indeed,  he  is  very  familiar — for  he  is  a 
banker's  clerk,  and  counts  out  more  money 
in  a  day,  than  he  will  poflcfs  in  the  courfe 
of  his  life." 

u  There 
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cc  There  is  afmart  young  man,"  faid  the 
Count,  "  who  is  regulating  his  watch  by 
the  coffee-room  clock ;  the  faihionable 
neatnefs  of  whofe  appearance  interefts  my 
.curiofity."  Fie  is  a  do6lor,"  anfwered  the 
Demon  -,  <(  but  his  medical  fkill  is  not  for 
the  ufe  of  men,  but  of  inferior  animals.  To 
fpeak  more  intelligibly,  he  is  a  farrier ;  and 
not  only  phyfics  horfes,  but  fhoes  them  into 
the  bargain.  After  he  has  taken  his  dinner 
here,  he  will,  in  all  probability,  go  to.  the 
play,  and  flirt  in  the  box-lobby  with  wo 
men  of  the  town  -y  who  may,  as  you  have 
done,  miftake  him  for  a  gentleman.  He 
carries  on  his  trade  at  the  other  extremity 
of  the  metropolis,  and  if  you  were  to  pafs 
by  his  mop  to-morrow  morning,  you  would 
probably  fee  him  in  his  fhirt  and  leather 
apron,  engaged  in  taking  a  nail  out  of  an 
horfe's  foot,  or  driving  one  into  it.  Buc  the 
gentility  of  his  appearance  remains  to  be 
explained. 

F  3  c<  Some 
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"  Some  years  ago,  the  diftinclion  of 
ranks  in  this  country,  at  leaft  between  the 
the  gentleman  and  the  plebeian,  were  to  be 
dilcovered  in  their  refpective  drefles.  The 
fhop -keeper,  however  wealthy,  would  not 
wear  lace  or  embroidery,  as  unbecoming 
his  flation  ;  and  the  lower  clafles  had  an 
additional  reafon,  that  they  could  not  afford 
to  do  it.  It  was  left,  therefore,  to  gentle 
men  alone  to  appear  in  cloaths  of  fhow  and 
expence.  A  perfon  riding  on  horfeback, 
in  a  frock  elegantly  embroidered,  could 
not  but  be  confidered  as  a  man  of  genteel 
ftatipn ;  and  any  perfon  of  inferior  clafs 
who  aped  that  character,  by  adopting  this 
or  any  fimilar  diftm&ion,  could  not  fail  of 
receiving  that  fevere  mortification  which 
muft  follow  the  difcovery  of  it. — His  fu- 
periors  would  look  down  upon  him  with 
contempt  for  his  impertinent  prefump- 
tion ;  while  thofe  of  his  own  clafs  would 
treat  him  as  fcurvily  as  the  daw  was 
treated  in  the  fable,  who  is  rcprefented  to 
have  decked  itfelf  in  the  plumage  of  the 

peacock* 
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peacock.  But,  at  prcfent,  the  manners,  as 
they  relate  to  drefs,  are  totally  changed  ; 
and  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  the  fuperior 
ranks  of  life,  in  this  particular,  imitate 
the  figure  of  inferior  ftation.  The  polite 
•world  is  now  governed  in  perfonal  appear 
ance,  by  what  is  called  eafe  and  fimplicity. 
Men  of  fafhion  affect  the  drefs  of  common 
life  3  and  I  am  very  certain,  if  the  experi 
ment  could  be  made,  that  the  farrier  be* 
fore  us,  is,  at  this  moment,  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  articles  of  his  drefs,  as  expenfively 
habited  as  the  heir  apparent  of  the  empire . 
and  might,  without  any  impropriety  in 
point  of  his  appearance,  feat  himfelf  this 
evening  in  the  pit  of  the  opera,  by  the  fide 
of  a  nobleman  whofe  horfes  he  had  fhod 
in  the  morning.  If  a  man  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  a-year  goes  into  a  retail  fhop  to 
purchafe  an  article,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  he 
is  ferved  by  a  perfon  more  fmartly  drefTed 
than  himfelf.  Nay,  it  generally  happens* 
in  families  of  the  firft  rank,  that  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  fecond  table,  appear  at  leaft 
F  4  in 
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'ill  as  good  cloaths  as  their  lords;  and  if 
you  go  into  any  of  the  fafhionable  coffee- 
houfes,  the  befl  drelTed  man  in  the  room 
will  prove  to  be  the  waiter. 

"  This  cuftom  may  promote  the  com 
fort,  and  in  Ibme  degree  perhaps  leffen 
the  expcnces  of  the  higher  orders  ;  but  it 
is  of  very  prejudicial  confequence  to  the 
lower  clafFes  of  the  people  ;  by  caufing 
them  to  appear  in  places  of  amufement 
and  public  refort  in  fuch  characters  as  may 
prove,  from  various  caufes,  extremely  de 
trimental  to  their  private  manners. 

» 

"  When  a  certain  formality  of  exterior 
appearance  was  conlidered  as  a  neceflary 
-paflport  to  the  boxes  of  a  theatre,  attornies 
clerks,  hackney  writers,  and  paftry-cooks 
apprentices,  never  thought  of  expofing 
themfelves  to  the  ridicule  or  the  expence 
of  liich  a  fituation.  But  fince  round  hats, 
boots,  and  great  coats  are  allowed  admit 
tance  there,  any  man^  of  any  rank,  who 

has 
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has  half-a-crown  in  his  pocket,  may 
figure  in  a  front-box  5  and  the  rough  rider 
of  a  liVery  ftable  may,  in  the  firft  feats  of  a 
theatre,  indulge  his  vanity,  by  elbowing  a 
Lord,  or  employ  his  impudence  in  flaring 
at  a  Duchefs.  It  is  very  pofTible  for  a  gen 
tleman,  in  thefe  times,  to  turn  aiide  from 
one  man,  for  the  vulgarity  of  his  drefs, 
whom  he  will  afterwards  difcover  to  be 
'a  perfon  of  quality ;  and  pay  attentions 
to  another,  from  the  gentility  of  his  appear 
ance,  whom  he  may,  the  next  day,  fee  be 
hind  a  grocer's  counter.  But  this  is  not 
all, — nor  indeed  the  worfl  of  it : — for,  as  I 
have  before  hinted,  the  fafhion  adopted  by 
people  of  ftation  and  fortune,  of  drefling 
in  a  manner  which  is  within  the  reach  of 
every  man's  pocket,  in  this  city,  above  a 
fcavenger  or  a  chimney-fvveeper,  may  be 
coniidered  as  a  public  misfortune:  as  it 
evidently  tends  to  elevate  the  views,  «ind, 
of  courfe,  to  corrupt  the  manners  of  the 
lower  orders  of  people. 

F  5  «  But 
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*'  But  to  make  you  amends  for  this  po 
litical  harangue,"  continued  Airnodeus, 
€(  I  will  communicate  to  you- a  pleafanc 
little  hiftory,  which  the  man  in  boots  and 
ipurs,  at  the  upper-end  of  the  room,  is 
whifpering  into  the  ear  of  an  elderly  per- 
fon  who  fits  behind  him.  He  is  an  aflift- 
ant  teacher  at  a  riding  and  fencing-fchool, 
and  makes  love  to  the  handfornejteww*?  dc 
cbambre  of  a  lively  young  woman  of  qua 
lity,  who,  as  a  flattering  mark  of  her  con 
fidence,  informs  him  of  all  the  fecret  tranf- 
actions  of  her  lady's  particular  acquaint 
ance.  The  ftory  he  is  now  relating  is  as 
follows : — 

"  'In  the  courfe  of  the  winter,  a  young 
lady  of  faihion,  who  is  not  fatisfied  with 
one  of  the  be  ft  hufbands  in  the  world,  took 
an  opportunity  while  he  was  in  the  country, 
to  amufe  herfelf  with  a  handfome  young 
nobleman,  who  is  a  particular  friend  of 
her  family,  and  was  fo  fecure  as  to  her  man 
ner  of  conducing  the  bufinefs,  that  flic 

venture^ 
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ventured  to  make  her  own  houfe  the  place 
of  affignation  :  but  the  vifits  of  her  gallant 
were  fo  frequent,  and  at  Rich  unfeafonablc 
hours,  as  to  render  the  object  of  them  a 
matter  of  iufpicion  to  an  old  family  butler, 
who  had  the  honour  of  his  mafter  more  at 
heart  than  his  miftrefs.  In  confequence 
of  his  vigilance  on  the  occalion,  he  faw 
what  was,  he  thought,  more  than  fufficient 
to  jollify  the  tranfmitting  to  his  mafter 
certain  appreheniions  he  entertained,  that 
if  he  continued  any  longer  out  of  town,  he 
would  very  foon  become  the  pity  of  one 
half  of  it,  and  the  joke  of  the  other.  The 
lady,  however,  who  had  every  reafon  to  be 
lieve  that  this  prying  old  fervant  had  di£- 
covered  fbmething  of  her  manoeuvres,  em 
ployed  the  following  ingenious  device  to 
prevent  any  unpleafant  effects  which  might, 
otherwife  proceed  from  her  hufband's  being 
informed  of  them.  She  therefore  wrote  a 

letter  to  acquaint  him  that  Lord 

had  paid  her  avifit  on  uhe  preceding  evening 

in  a  ftate  of  intoxication,  which  gave  her 

F  6  -very 
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very  great  uneafinefs;  that  fhe  could  not  get 
him  away  till  a  very  late  hour  ;  and  when 
he  at  laft  yielded  to  her  perfuafions,  he 
miflopk  his  way;  and  after  making  an  at 
tempt  to  open  her  chamber  door,  blundered 
down  the  back-ftaircafe.  As  this  aukward 
accident,  with  the  unpleafant  circumftances 
of  the  vifit,  might  have  a  fingular  appear 
ance  to  the  fervants,  fhe  thought  it  ex 
tremely  proper  to  inform  him  of  it,  to 
guard  him  againil  any  difagreeable  infinua- 
tion  which  the  laudable,  but  miftaken  zeal 
of  fome  of  his  people  might  convey  to 
him  on  the  fubject.  She  concluded  her 
epiftle  with  the  warmed  expreflions  of  af 
fection  ;  and  requefted  to  be  indulged  with 
his  immediate  opinion,  whether  or  not  ihe 

fhould  again  receive  Lord * ,    as 

well  as  his  full  directions  concerning  the 
manner  in  which  fhe  fliould  conduct  herfelf 
on  the  occafion. 

"  The  refpective  letters  of  the  lady  and 
the  butler,  reached  the  worthy  gentleman 

by 
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by  the  fame  pod,  and  produced  two  imme 
diate  anfwers. 

"  The  firft  exprefTed  to  his  dearly  be 
loved  and  excellent  wife,  a  firm  and  un 
doubted  confidence  in  her  virtue,  and  treat 
ed  Lord 's  vifit  as  a  matter  of 

pleaiant  ridicule,  and  defired  that  {he  would 
receive  his  noble  and  worthy  friend  when 
ever  he  prefented  hirnfclf  at  her  door,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 
The  fecond  contained  an  angry,  and  moft 
pofitive  allurance  to  the  honeil  butler,  that 
if  he  fhould  ever  dare  to  repeat  any  iimilar 
infmuations  refpecling  the  honour  of  his 
lady,  the  punifhment  would  be  an  immedi 
ate  difcharge  from  his  prefent  fituation. — 
The  lady  therefore  has,  ever  fmce,  received 
her  gallant  under  the  fanction  of  her  huf- 
band's  poiitive  injundtion;  and  the  old  but 
ler,  in  order  to  keep  a  place  in  which  he  has 
grown  gray,  is  obliged  to  fhut  his  eyes, 
and  hold  his  tongue. 

«  i  mould 
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"  I  fhould  rather  fufpeft,"   faid  Don 
Cleofas,    ""that  a  certain  friend  of  mine 
aided  the  fuperior  dexterity  of  this  intrigue, 
which  he  has  been  fo  kind  as  to  relate  to 
me."  *{  By  no  means,"  replied  the  Demon;. 
"  the  lady,  I   allure  you,    has.  begun  the 
bulinefs  without  any  of  my  affiflance,  and 
will  continue  to  carry  it  on  with  a  degree 
of  fpirit  and  perfeverance>  that  does   not 
v.  ant,  and,  indeed,  could  fcarcely  receive 
any  additional  ardor  from  the  exertion  of 
my  powers. — Perhaps,  when  the  hufbancl 
makes  one  of  the  party,  I  may  make  ano 
ther,  in  order  to  forward  the  wind  ing- up 
of  the  piece."  "  I  do  not  doubt  it/'  replied 
the  Count  ;  "  but,  in  the  mean  time,  ex 
plain  to  me,  if  you  pleafe,  the  conduct  of  a 
fhort,  fquabby  figure  of  a  man,  who  ever 
fince  we  have  been  in  the  room,  has  fat 
with  a  knife  in  one  hand,  and  a  fork  in  the 
other,  as  if  he  was  waiting  for  his  dinner. — 
What  good  or  bad  qualities  he  may  poflefs, 
remains  for  you  to  inform  me;    but  he 

feems 
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feems  to  be  bleft,  at  leaft,  with  the  virtue 
of  patience/' 

cc  That  man,"  anfwered  Afmodeus,  "  is- 
JSL  glutton  of  the  firft  order,  in  his  rank  of 
life  i  he  knows  nothing  of  fncafees  and 
ragouts,  &c.  but  is  perfectly  well  inflrucled 
in  the  delicate  morfels  that  are  to  be  found 
in  every  joint  of  meat.  He  has  now  bri 
bed  the  cook  to  let  him  know  when  the 
rump  of  beef  is  cut  down  to  a  certain  part; 
he  will  then  order  his  fleak,  and  go  into 
the  kitchen  to  watch  its  drefling,  that  it 
may  not  be  carried  to  any  table  but  his 
own. 

ic  There  is  another  folo,  and  of  a  veryr 
different  kind/'  faid  the  Demoi>>  "  whicl* 
I  iruill  prefcnt  to  your  very  particular  no 
tice.  It  is  the  (lender  perfon  who  fits  alone 
at  a  table  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  in  a 
round  hat  drawn  over  his  face.  He  does 
not  vifit  this  place  to  get  food  for  the  body, 
but  fuftcnance  for  the  mind  y  for  he  is  a 

collector 
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colle&or  of  news,  and  is  employed  to  fur- 
nifh  articles  of  intelligence  for  a  'daily  pa 
per  :  for  this  purpofe  he  frequents  every 
place  of  public  refort ; — coffee-houfes — 
auctions — concerts — -  theatres —  and  every 
fpecies  of  public  exhibition;  where  it  is  his 
bufinefs  to  make  the  belt  ufe  he  can  of  his 
eyes  and  his  ears.  He  fees  what  is  to  be 
feen;  and  gets  further  intelligence  by  con- 
verfing  with fome,  and liftening  to  the  con- 
verfation  of  others :  in  this  manner  he  ca 
ters  for  the  prefs  and  the  public.— This  is 
an  office  that  embraces  every  fubje6b  of 
human  occurrence :  there  is  nothing  above 
its  reach,  or  beneath  its  notice.  Adiions 
the  moil  difcordant,  and  things  the  moft 
oppofite,  coalefce  under  his  arrangement. 
In  his  memorandum  book  of  to-day, 
he  has  already  noted  down  articles  con 
cerning  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and 
Powell  the  celebrated  walker ;  the  Queen 
of  Great-Britain,  and  a  trial  for  'crim  con ; 
the  King  of  France,  and  a  criminal  hung 
in  chains ;  a  Knight  of  the  Garter,  and  a 

Knight 
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Knight  of  the  brufh ;  the  corporation  of 
London,  and  an  alms  houfe  for  decayed 
merchants  5  the  college  of  phyficians,  and 
and  the  learned-pig  >,  the  practice  of  the 
courts  of  law,  and  a  mail-coach. —  If  a 
lady's  hat  ihould  be  blown  off  in  walking 
up  St.  James's  ftreet,  and  a  gentleman 
fhould  recover  it  for  her,  and  our  collector 
be  fo  very  fortunate  as  to  difcover  the 
names  of  the  parties,  it  will  prove  a  moft 
precious  article  of  intere fling  information. 
The  overturning  of  a  phaeton  will  always 
be  of  importance  to  him;  but  fhould  a  limb 
or  two  be  fractured,  it  will  be  fo  much  the 
better ;  and  if  the  attending  furgeon  can 
be  afcertained,  fo  as  to  enlarge  a  little  on 
his  (kill,  the  circumftance  will  be  com 
plete.  The  phyfician  himfelf  cannot  be 
more  delighted  at  the  ficknefs  of  any  per- 
fon  of  confequefice ;  it  furnifhes  fees  for 
the  one,  and  articles  of  intelligence  for  the 
other. — Politics  and  paftimes,  public  cha 
racters  and  private  anecdotes,  are  the  lead 
ing  fubjects  of  modern  newfpapers. — As 

for 
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for  moral  iriftruftion  and  rational  informa 
tion,  they  are  of  too  dull  a  nature  to  fuit 
the  fanciful  vivacity  of  the  prefent  times. 
A  paragraph  enlivened  \v"th  a  pun, — 
an  anecdote  tainted  with  fcandal, — or  an 
article  well  feafoned  with  abnfe,  would 
now  be  preferred  to  a  moral  efTay,  writte^ 
with  thetafte  and  ability  of  the  Spectator. 
Indeed  upon  fuch  very  enlarged  principles 
are  thefe  daily  prints  conducted,  that  truth 
itfelf  is  by  no  means  effential  to  the  intelli 
gence  they  furniih.  In  fhort,  a  good  me 
mory,  a  good  guefs,  and  a  rapid  pen,  the 
knack  of  framing  a  paragraph,  of  turning  a 
compliment,  or  pointing  a  farcafm — an 
active  difpofition,  a  callous  heart,  fome 
courage,  and  a  proportionable  mare  of  im 
pudence,  are  the  qualities  effential  to  a 
writer,  who  is  paid  to  form  the  heteroge 
neous  mafs  of  a  daily  print.  But  I  fhaH 
have  occafion  to  enlarge  further  on  this  in- 
ftructive  fubjecl:  hereafter.  You  will  ex- 
cufe  me,  therefore,  if  I  now  refer  you  to  a 

very 


IN      ENGLAND. 

very  fingular,  and  indeed  amuilng  party  in 
the  next  feat. 

"  It  confifls  of  a  parifrrclerk,  famous 
for  fmging  pfalms,  and  a  mufician,  equally 
celebrated  for  his  performance  on  the  tabor 
and  pipe;  They  have  been  for  fome  time 
engaged  in  a  mufical  difpute  concerning 
the  period  when  Jews-harps  were  firft  in 
vented.  The  firfi:  has  been  contending  for 
their  antiquity,  while  the  latter  is  of  opinion 
that  the  inftrument  in  queftion  is  an  ofF- 
fpring  of  modern  times,  or,  at  lead,  is  not 
of  more  antient  invention  than  the  tabor 
and  pipe.  The  conteil  has  been  carried 
on  with  confiderable  warmth ;  and  though, 
as  you  may  fuppofe,  it  has  produced  many 
curious  arguments  on  both  iides,  it  has  not 
produced  any  thing  like  conviction  on  either. 
They  therefore  applied  themfelves  to  an 
elderly  gentleman,  who  is  taking  a  diih 
of  coffee  at  the  fame  table,  to  deter 
mine  the  matter  in  queftion ;  and  he  bat 
juft  informed  them,  with  great  candour, 

thai 
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that  the  Jews-harp  is  certainly  an  inftru- 
ment  of  great  antiquity,  and  was  invented 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  tabor  and  pipe, 
when  Orpheus,  a  famous  mufician,  .firft 
taught  Latin,  in  Great-Britain;  which  he 
believes  was  about,  or  very  fhortly  after 
the  period  when  the  Ifraelites  made  bricks 
for  the  Egyptians. — The  difputants,  who 
are  perfectly  fatisfied  with  this  very  learned 
deciiion,  are  preparing  to  depart.  While 
the  newipaper- writer,,  who.  has  overheard 
it,  is,  as  >ou  may  fee,  occupied  in  noting 
it  down,  to  form  a  curious  chronological 
article  in  his  morning  paper  of  to-morrow. 

i%  The  little  man  at  the  table  under  the 
clock/'  continued  Afmodeus,  "  is  by 
.prcfefTion  an  architect,  and  is,  at  this  mo- 
jment,  employed  in  fcooping  the  infide  of 
a  French-roll,  in  order  to  convey  to  his 
Companion  the  true  principle  upon  which 
a  water-clofet  ought  to  be  conftructed. — 
rHe  talks  of  Palladia  as  if  he  ferved  an  ap- 

pren- 
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prenticefhip  to  him ;  criticifes  St.  Paul's, 
— determines  that  the  banquetting-houfe 
at  Whitehall,  was  not  the  defign  of  Inigo 
Jones,  —  and  pronounces  Weftminfter- 
bridge  to  be,  after  all,  but  a  clumfy  chain 
of  arches. — As  for  his  contemporary  ar 
chitects,  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  de- 
ferves  a  name  in  his  catalogue."  <e  His  own 
works  then,  Ifuppofe,"  faid  the  Count, tc  are 
perfect  models  of  architectural  beauty." — 
<c  The  eftablifhment  of  his  fuperior  genius 
muft  be  left  for  a  future  period, "  anfwered 
the  Demon  ;  cc  for  he  has  yet  been  em 
ployed  only  in  erecting  a  couple  of  ruins 
for  a  gentleman  in  the  country.  One  of 
thefe  ruins  is  an  imitation  of  a  broken  Ro 
man  arch  ;  but  the  beft  of  the  two  is  a 
dwelling-houfe,  which  tumbled  down  juft 
as  it  was  covered  in. 

<c  The  young  man  in  mourning,  to 
whom  our  modern  VitruviusaddreiTes  him- 
felf,  is  a  jeweller  and  iilverfrnith  in  the 
city.  The  fine  watch-chain,  that  dangles 

half 
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halfway  to  his  knees,  was  taken  from  the 
fhew-glafs  in  his  fliop,  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  temporary  pride ;  and  he  dines 
occafionally  at  this  coffee-houfe,  for  no 
other  reafon  whatever,  but  that  he  may 
have  the  pleafure  of  afTuming  fomewhat  of 
importance  at  his  club  in  the  evening,  from 
having  dined  in  a  very  large  company  at 
the  weft-end  of  the  town. 

<c  Obferve,  if  you  pleafe/'   continued 
Afmodeus,   "  the  two  men  at    the   next 
table,  who  are  drinking  to  each  other  with 
fuch  an  appearance  of  cordial  regard.    The 
elder  of  them  is  an  author  of  eminence,  in 
his  line,  whofe  particular  genius  leads  him 
to  make  catalogues,  frame  hand-bills,  draw 
up  advertifements,  and  compofe  laft  dying 
fpeeches,  &c.     The  other  is  an  auctioneer, 
who  treats  him  with  a  dinner,  in  order  to 
be  perfedled,  by  his  afliftance,  in  reading 
the  titles  of  fome  books,  which  are  a  part 
of  fome  houfehold  furniture  that  he  is  to 
fell  to-morrow." 

«  There 
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"  There  is  a  young  man/'  faid  Don 
Cleofas,  "  with  his  hair  about  his  ears,  in 
the  feat  next  the  door,  who  lolls  at  his  eafe, 
and  is  engaged  in  converfation  with  a  per- 
{bn  of  his  own  age,  in  a  fcarlet  coat,  and  a 
well-dreffed  head,  that  would  not  difgrace 
the  {hop-window  of  the  moft  fafhionablc 
frlffeur  in  London."  <c  I  obferve  them," 
replied  the  Demon;  €C  they  are  converfing 
together  for  the  firft  time,  and  with  a  libe 
ral  fpirit  of  communication,  which  is  feldom 
to  be  found  among  artifts — they  are  telling 
each  other  all  they  know  in  their  refpeclive 
profeffions. 

"  He  in  blue  remarks,  that  genius 
does  little  or  nothing  for  a  man,  and  that  it 
is  fortune  or  good  luck  which  effects  every 
thing.  c  Sir  Jofkua  Reynolds,  he  fays, 

*  has-great  tafte  and  fome  genius,  yet  with- 

*  out  being  able  to  draw  an  academy  figure, 
'  is  become  the  richeft  painter  in  Europe. 

*  Weft  poffeffes  great  induftry,  very  little 

*  genius,  and  no  tafte  at  all  $  and  yet  this 

'  man 
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*  man  is  employed  and  rarefied  by  Majefty, 
e  to  the  exclufion  of  every  other  artift. — 
c  Gainjlorougb  reprefented    the  nature  he 
'  had  ftudied  in  a  m after ly  manner, — but 

*  it  was  very  common  nature,  never  foaring 
'  beyond  the  homely  fcenes  of  rural  beauty, 

*  and  an  inferior  clafs  of  human  characters. 
€  Ople  can  only  paint  old  men  and  ugly 

*  wo  men  j    there  his  vaunted  merit  ends; 

*  give  him  beauty  to   reprefent   and   he 
c  daubs, —  give  him  grace  to  copy,  and  he 
c  caricatures.        Romney's  pidtures    loo 

tolerably  well  in  his  own  houfe,  and  very 
c  indifferent  in  any  other,  efpecially  if  there 
c  fhduld  be  in  the  fame  room,  a  tolerable 
€  painting  of  another  mafter.  bright 
'  performances  have  merit  in  their  way  $ 
(  never chelefs  he  has  obtained  a  degree  of 
c  reputation  which  he  by  no  means  de- 
c  ferves.  People  are  very  apt  to  admire 

*  natural  reprefentations  of  familiar  objects, 
•c  without  confidering,  or,  perhaps>  without 

*  knowing,   that  patience  is  the  principal 
*•  requiilte  to  produce  them.     The  flame 

I  ,of 
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c  of  a  candle — the  blaze  of  a  blackfmith's 
c  forge — a  bladder — or  a  mahogany  table, 
c  are  painted  mechanically,  like  a  flight  of 
c  fteps,  or  the  fiutings  of  a  column.— 
c  Barry  has  genius,  and  clafiical  feelings, 

*  but  his   colouring  no  where  rifes  into 
«  warmth.      It  is  pafling  ftrange,  that  the 

*  man's  temper  fhould  be  fo  hot,  and  his 
c  view  of  nature  fo  cold. —  As  for  Mr. 
'  .Alderman  Boydelfs  gallery  of  Shakfpeare9 
c  it  is,  with  all  its  parade  and  patriotism, 
c  a  very  partial  bufinefs.     That  the  un- 

*  dertaking   is  an  honour  to  the  nation, 
f  and  will  prove  beneficial  to  the  Arts, 
c  cannot  but   be  acknowledged  ;  but  half 
c  a  dozen  pictures  excepted,  there  is  not 

*  a  iingle  performance  that  would  be  ad- 
c  mitted  into  any  colle6tion  of  chara&er. 
c  Nor  cannot  it   be   denied  by  any  one 
'  converfant  in  the  Arts,  that  there  are 

*  painters  in  this  country,  who  have  been 

*  negle&ed  on  this  occafion,  whofe  geni- 

*  us,  if  it  had  been  called  forth,  would  have 

*  fpared  the  public  eye  from  being  difguft- 
VOL.  II.  G  <  ed 
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^  ed  with  much  of  the  trafh  with  which 
€  the  gallery  is  at  prefent  dif graced.' 

cc  Such  are  the  fcraps  of  criticifm  which 
he  has  collected  from  the  newfpapers,  or 
the  converfation  of  academy  pupils  j  and 
contains  all  he  has  to  fay  on  the  art  which 
he  profefTes  ;  for  he  alfo  is  a  painter,  and 
will  be  difcharged  to-morrow  by  die  coach- 
maker  who  has  employed  him  to  deco 
rate  the  pannels  of  a  quack-doctor's  cha 
riot,  for  having  painted  the  figure  Hope 
leaning  on  an  anvil,  inftead  of  an  anchor. 

"His  companion  alfo  laments  the  fri 
volous  tafte  of  the  times  : —  '  No  encou- 

*  ragement/  he  fays,    '  is  given  to  the 
f  higher  order  of  theatrical  merit;  fing- 
€  fong  and  buffoonery  would  now  be  prefer- 

*  red  to  thofe  powers  which  were  fo  much 

*  admired  in  Garrick  and  Barry, — in  Hoi- 
c  land  and  Powell.     Mrs.  Billington  and 

*  Mr.   Edwin  will   crowd  one  houfe  to 
'  fuffocation,  while  Mrs,  Siddons  is  per- 

f  forming 
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c  forming  to  empty  boxes  at  the  other. — - 

*  Managers  may  have  judgment,  but  what 
'  can  they  do  ?  they  muft  fubmit  to  the 

*  public   caprice;  and  many  an  actor  of 
c  merit,   is   forced    to  fubordinate    parts 
c  which  difgrace  him,  becaufe  that  line  of 
'  playing  in  which  his  excellence  would 
e  appear,  is  negledted  by  the  fafhion  of  the 

*  day/ — This  man,  alfo,  has  his  gleanings 
of  criticifm  ;  he  is  a  retainer  at  one  of 
the  playhoufes,  and  is  going  home  to  re- 
frefh  his  memory  in  the  part  he  is  to  per* 
form  this  evening,    which    is  to  repeat, 
"  pall  twelve  o'clock,"  three  times,  in  the 
character  of  a  watchman,  in  a  pantomime 
entertainment." 


cc 

ec 


I  am  prevented/'  fatd  Don  Cleofas, 
from  giving  your  critics  the  laugh  they 
deferve,  by  that  tall  figure  of  a  man,  in  a 
ihabby  great  coat,  and  with  a  few  gray 
hairs  turned  into  fomething  like  a  curl,  on 
each  fide  his  meagre  countenance:  beneath 
die  exterior  of  poverty,  he  wears  that 
G  z  look, 
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•look,  and  thofe  manners,  which  tell  me  he 
has  feen  better  days, — He  is  at  this  mo 
ment  bowing,  with  an  air  of  moft  humble 
fubmiflion,  to  the  pleafant  looking  gentle 
man  who  is  juft  quitting  the  table. "  "  And 
with  fome  reafon,"  faid  the  Demon,  <c  for 
he  is  thanking  him  for  having  paid  for  his 
dinner ;  and  it  really  concerns  me,  my 
friend,  that  I  muft  be  fo  unfeeling  as  to 
diffipate  your  prefent  commiferating  fenti- 
ments,  by  drawing  afide  the  veil  which 
covers  a  character  of  all  others  the  rnoft 
humiliating  to  human  nature. 

<c  That  man,  in  the  early  part  of  life, 
poflefied  a  moft  amiable  and  generous  di£- 
pofition ;  and,  of  all  other  men,  was  the 
moft  .likely  to  do  that  kindnefs  to  others, 
which  he  now  continually  folicits  for  him- 
felf.  But  a  iingular  chain  of  events  have 
operated  to  produce  a  moft  wretched  change 
in  his  nature,  and  brought  him  to  pradtife 
thofe  fubmiflions  from  the  impulfe  of  ava 
rice,  which  a  liberal  mind  fcarce  knows  how 

to 
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to  employ  when  urged  by  the'moft  gri 
ping  neceflity."  "  And  is  it  poflible," 
interrupted  the  Count  "  that  a  man  can 
have  brought  himfelf  to  the  moft  mortify 
ing  of  all  habits,  from  any  other  motive 
but  the  moft  bitter  diftrefs  ?" 

cc  It  is  even  fo,"  replied  the  Demon  ; 
"  for  this  perfon  is  not  only  fuperior  to 
poverty,  but  is,  at  this  moment,  in  a 
ftate  of  affluence  which  would  enable  him 
not  only  to  keep  an  hofpitable  table,  but 
to  accompany  it  with  the  comforts  and- 
gratifications  of  genteel  life.  Neverthelefs, 
he  takes  every  opportunity  of  getting  a 
meal  in  the  manner  he  has  juft  pra&ifed  ; 
and  is  not  only  contented,,  but  makes  it 
the  great  obje6t  of  his  life,  to  feed  from 
the  eleemofynary  bounty  of  Grangers,  in 
order  that  he  may  add  the  pittance  he- 
allows  for  his  daily  expences,  to  the  accu~- 
mulating  heap  of  his  ufelefs  wealth. 

G  3  «  The 
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cc  The  hiflory  of  his  progrefs  from 
worth  and  virtue,  to  his  prefent  unexam 
pled  ftate  of  mifery  and  bafenefs,  will  form 
the  hiftory  of  his  life,  and  is  as  follows  : 

<c  He  was  the  only  fon  of  a  well-bene- 
ficed  and  learned  clergyman,  and  received 
every  advantage  from  education,  which 
his  father,  a  public  fchool,  and  the  univer- 
lity  of  Oxford  could  afford  him.  He  was 
already  confidered  as  a  very  accomplifhcd 
young  man,  when  his  uncle,  by  his  mo 
ther's  fide,  who  was  a  wealthy  merchant, 
died,  and  left  an  only  daughter,  the  hcire/s 
of  fourfcore  thoufand  pounds,  to  the 
guardianlhip  of  our  hero's  father.  By  this 
circumftance  an  opportunity  offered  itfelf 
to  make  their  fon's  fortune,  which  the  old 
people  did  not  negledl ;  and  their  wealthy 
ward  was  no  fooner  marriageable,  than  they 
connived  at,  or  rather  forwarded  a  runaway 
match,  which  made  her  their  daughter-in- 
law. — Nor  could  they,  in  point  of  happi- 
nefe,  have  done  better  for'  her;  for  though 

the 
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the  advancement  of  their  fon  was  the  prin 
cipal  object  of  this  arrangement,  it  fo  hap 
pened,  that  the  young  lady  obtained  by  her 
premature  marriage,  an  hufband  who  was 
devoted  to  her  happinefs,  and  made  it  the 
fludy  of  his  life  to  prove,  that  both  herfelf 
and  her  inheritance  were  well  bellowed. 

•c  About  three  years  after  this  marriage, 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  both  his  pa 
rents  in  the  fame  month;  and  what  they 
left  behind  them  was  but  juft  fufficient  to 
maintain  the  young  people  in  decent  ele 
gance,  till  the  young  lady  -fhould  take 
pofTeflion  of  her  fortune. 

((  The  day  fo  impatiently  expected,  at 
length  arrived,  when  fhe  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years;  and  a  very  large 
company  of  their  friends  had  been  previ- 
oufly  invited,  to  fhare  in  the  joys  of  it.— 
This  excellent  young  woman,  however, 
did  not  forget,  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  pre 
parations,  what  fhe  owed  to  the  hufband 
04  (he 
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Ihe  loved;  and  therefore  propofed ,  while 
they,  were  at  breakfail  together.,  to  fend  for 
a  lawyer  to  make  her  will,  and  begin  the 
happy  day,  by  immediately  fecuring  her 
fortune  to  her  hufband  ;  which,  as  Ihe  had 
no  children,  would,  in  a  failure  of  her  be- 
queft,  pafs  away  to  fome  diftant  branched 
of  her  own  family.  He,  on  the  contrary, 
infilled  that  a  day  fet  apart  for  fo  much 
joy  and  happinefs,  Ihould  not  be  interrupt 
ed  by  any  ceremony  of  fuch  a  gloomy 
nature.  She,  neverthelefs,  continued  to 
urge  her  propofal,  and  he,  as  fteadily  to  re- 
fufe  it : — fhe  then  entreated  to  have  the 
liberty  of  calling  in  witnefles,  to  make  a 
declaration  of  her  intentions  in  his  favour, 
which  could  be  done  in  a  moment,  and 
would  in  facl  operate,  in  'cafe  of  any  im 
mediate  accident,  according  to  her  wilhes. 
This  too  was  kindly  denied  her  :  in  Ihort, 
this  conteft  of  animated  regard  on  the  one 
hand,  and  delicate  affe&ion  on  the  other, 
ended  in  his  abiblute  promife,  that  on  the 
following  morning,  her  wiih,  in  this  par 
ticular, 
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tkular,  fliould  be  completely  gratified. —  • 
The  day  therefore  was  pafTed  in  the  moft 
joyful  feftivity,  and  a  ball  in  the  evening 
was  to  form  the  concluding  part  of  it.— 
Animated  by  thofe  fenfations  of  pleafure- 
which  the  occafion  fo  naturally  infpired, 
this  charming  woman  danced  beyond  her 
ftrength,  and  about  midnight  was  taken  fb 
ill,  as  to  be  carried  immediately  to  her  bed; 
a  violent  fever  enfued, —a  delirium  quick 
ly  followed,  from  which  ihe  never  recover 
ed  ;  and,  on  the  following  day,  the  wretched 
hu  fband  was  deprived,  in  one  moment,  of 
his  wife  and  his  fortune. — I  fliall  not  trou 
ble  you  with  defcribing  the  mifery  of  his 
fituation;  it  is  fufficient  for  me  to  obferve, , 
as  you  already,  know, — that  hefurvived  it* 

€(  His  own  little  patrimony  was,  at  this 
time,  almoil  exhaufted  ;  but  a  few  hun 
dred  pounds,  of  which  the  heirs  of  his  wife 
could  not  deprive  him,  and  a  prize  of  a 
thoufand  pounds  which  he  gained  in  the 
G  5 
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lottery*  preferved  him  from  beggary,  and, 
perhaps,  from  defpair. 

"  Though  he  was,  at  firft,  ftunned  by 
the  very  unexpected  blow  which  he  had 
received,  he,  in  a  fhort  time,  was  fo  far  re 
covered  from  it,  as  to  turn  his  thoughts 
to  the  manner  in  which  he  fhould  fhape 
his  courfe*  The  little  he  pofTefled,  being 
inefficient  for  any  purpofe  of  comfortable 
maintenance,  he  was  anxious  to  employ  it 
in  fome  probable  fcheme  of  advantage, 
and  applied  to  the  friends  of  his  pfomifed 
profperity  to  aid  him  with  their  counfels, 
and  forward  his  intentions,  whatever  they 
might  be :  but  they  all  melted  away,  as  it 
were,  on  his  approach: — He  could  obtain 
nothing  from  the  beft  of  them,  but  civil 
pity;  and  was  furprifed  to  find,  that  he 
muft  depend  upon  himfelf  alone  for  any 
advantage  which  might  arife  to  him  in  his 
future  life. 

€t  He  determined,  therefore,  to  quit  a 
fcene  which  afforded  him  not  a  fingle  com 
fort 
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fort  in  poffeffion  or  in  hope,  and  accord 
ingly  purchafed  a  commiflion  in  a  march 
ing  regiment  which  was  ordered  to  Jamaica* 
Though  he  adopted  this  meafure  from  no 
other  motive  but  its  being  the  only  one 
that  prefented  itfelf,  he  had  every  reafon 
to  confider  it  as  a  very  fortunate  chance  : 
from  a  fudden  mortality  among  the  officers 
of  the  regiment,  promotion  came  very  im- 
expected;  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  he  found: 
himfelf  captain  of  a  company,  with  the 
means  in  his  pocket  of -commanding  a  fur 
ther  advancement.  Indeed  from  his  ami 
able  manners,  his  various  accompli  fhments,. 
and  his  peculiar  misfortunes,  he  was  not 
only  treated  with  regard,  but  cherilhed 
with  kindnefsj  by  the  generous  Creoles. — 
It  was  not,  therefore,  confidered  as  an  ex 
ample  of  unmerited  good  fortune,  when  he 
married  the  widow  of  a  wealthy  planter,, 
with  a  very  conliderable  jointure. 

"  But,  at  this  period,  the  charader  of 

our  gentleman  took  a  new  turn;— by  a  de- 

G  6  licate 
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licate  inattention  to  his  own  intereft,  h« 
had  once  loft  a  large  eflate,  and  he  was 
determined  never  to  repeat  it. — His  own 
particular  advantage  was  now  become  the 
chief,  indeed  the  only  object  of  his  life  ; — 
and  he  was  refolved  to  reap  all  the  benefits 
of  his  prefent  fituation,  while  it  was  in  his 
power.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  indulging 
his  wife  in  her  former  elegance  and  hofpi- 
table  mode  of  life,  he  curtailed  all  unne- 
ce^flary  expences, — lived  in  a  ftate  of  unfo- 
cial  privacy, —  fold  his  commhTion, — and 
gave  himfelf  up  entirely  to  the  view  of  pro 
viding,  from  the  income  he  enjoyed  by  his 
marrkge,  the  means  of  comfortable 
port,  in  cafe  he  fhould  furvive  it. 


cc 


The  poor  difappointed  lady,  who, 
inftead  of  having  a  fubmiflive,  grateful, 
and  envied  hufband,  found  herfelf  under 
the  controul  of  an  avaricious  matter,  made 
many  unavailing  efforts  to  turn  him  from 
his  purpofe.  But  inftead  of  his  yielding  to 

her 
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her  intreaties,  (he  was  brought  over,  by  his 
great  perfonal  attention  and  kindnefs,  to 
be  a  convert  to  his  fyftem; — in  fhort,  after 
fome  time,  Ihe  not  only  became  contented 
with  her  fituation,  but  adopted  his  penuri 
ous  life,  and  forwarded,  to  the  utmofl  of 
her  power,  the  objecls  of  his  ceconomy ; 
ib  that,  when  at  the  end  of  twenty  years, 
Hie  quitted  him  for  ever;  he  had,  with 
her  affrftance,  contrived  to  accumulate  up 
wards  of  forty  thoufand  pounds. 

"  Soon  after  this  event,  he  returned  to 
his  native  country,  where  the  love  of  mo 
ney,  and  the  habits  of  avarice,  have  Ib 
encreafed  upon  him,  that  he  purfues  the 
miferable  and  difgraceful  conduct  which 
you  have  juft  witnerTed.  But  this  is  not 
all ; — he  has  other  and  more  agreeable  re- 
fources  of  advantage,  from  feveral  elderly 
widows  and  maiden  ladies,  who  form  the 
whole  of  his  acquaintance :  to  them  he 
appears  not  in  the  garb  of  poverty,  but  as 

a  gen- 
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a  gentleman  and  a  retired  officer,  of  fmall 
fortune,  and  they  treat  him  accordingly. — 
To  anfwer  his  purpofes  with  them,  he  lives 
in  a  decent  lodging,  and  fometimes  af- 
fumes  the  genteel  appearance  of  his  time 
of  life.  Indeed,  he  is  a  kind  of  general 
beau  to  this  female  fociety,  who  are  con 
tinually  calling  upon  him  to  attend  them 
to  public  diverfions,  or  make  one  of  their 
private  parties,  when  he  never  fails  of 
being  rewarded  for  his  trouble,  by  a  deli 
cate  meal ;  and  reimburfing  himfelf  with 
intereft,  for  the  extraordinary  expences 
which  thefc  duties  occafion,  by  pilfering 
fixpehces  and  {hillings  from  the  old  ladies, 
at  quadrille,  and  pocketing  the  charitable 
contributions,  which,  on  one  pretence  or 
other,  he  is  continually  levying  upon  their 
benevolence. 

cc  When,  however*  he  is  without  invi 
tation  from  thefe  quarters,  and  thinks  it 
imprudent,  or,  at  leaft,  has  not  what   he 
conceives  a  proper  excufe,  to  invke  him 
felf, 
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felf,  he  failles  forth  on  thefe  marauding 
parties.  On  entering  a  coffee-houfe,  he 
looks  round  to  difcover  fome  one  who 
wears  the  appearance  of  anfwering  his 
purpofe ;  and  he  never  orders  his  break faft 
or  his  dinner,  till  the  probability  of  his 
object  is  afcertained.  He  then,  with  a 
very  modeft  air,  afks  leave  to  fit  at  the 
fame  table  with  the  perfon  on  whofe  pocket 
he  means  to  levy  his  contributions,— 
commands  a  fparing  meal, — enters  into  a 
converfation,  which  he  knows  how  to  con- 
duel  in  a  moil  agreeable  manner  j  and 
when  his  gentleman  calls  the  waiter  to  pay 
his  expences,  our  hero  hints  his  diftrefs, 
and  in  a  tone,  accompanied  with  a  look  of 
genteel  fubmiflion,  requefts  his  little  mat  > 
ter  may  be  added  to  it.  In  fuch  applica 
tions  he  not  only  very  feldom  fails  of  fuc- 
cefs,  but  frequently  receives  an  added  pre- 
fent:  and  for  thefe  benevolences  he  is 
very  frequently  indebted  to  people  who 
do  not  poffefs  a  tythe  of  his  income.  Nay, 
the  gentleman  who  has  prefcnted  him  with 

the 
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the  dinner  of  this  afternoon,  is  a  brave 
half-pay  officer,  covered  with  fears,  and 
whofe  whole  revenue  does  not  amount  to 
ten  fhillings  a  day/' 

f<  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,"  faid  the* 
Count,  "  that  he  is  thus  iniquitoufly  heap 
ing  up  wealth  for  fome  one  who  will  know 
how  to  employ  it."  "  That  may  be  the 
cafe/'  replied  the  Demon;  <:  for  as  he  will 
not  have  even  generofity  enough  to  be 
queath  it  by  a  laft  will  and  teftament,  it 
will  defcend  to  his  next  heir  j  who,  after  a- 
long  enquiry,  will  prove  to  be  that  very 
half-pay  officer,  to  whofe  generous  nature 
he  is  become  fo  lately  indebted/'  cc  And  I 
wifh  molt  fincerely,"  added  the  Count, 
"  that  the  event  was  to  take  place  this 
very  moment."  "  Of  that,"  anfwered 
Afmodeus,  cc  I  cannot  perceive  any  very 
promiiing  fymptoms :—  But  to  proceed— 

r(  You  muft  be,   without  doubt,  very 
much  furprifed  at  the  great  variety  of  cha 
racters 
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rafters  which  have  met  together  by  chance, 
in  the  fmall  compafs  of  this  room  ;  but 
your  aftoniihment  will  be  called  to  a  new 
exertion,  when  I  inform  you  concerning 
thofe  gentlemen  who  have  dined  at  the 
table  adjoining  to  our  own.  From  their 
vicinity  to  us,  you  may  have  hitherto 
overlooked  them, — but  I  muft  now  defire 
you  to  favour  them  with  your  moil  parti 
cular  attention/' 

"  The  experience  I  have  acquired," 
faid  Don  Cleofas,  "  fince  I  have  been  in 
this  coffee-houfe,  is  more  than  fufficientto 
make  me  very  jealous  of  appearances  ;  or 
other  wife,  I  fhould  fuppofe  thofe  perfons 
to  be  of  a  fuperior  clafs  to  the  generality, 
of  people  who  come  to  take  their  cafual 
dinner  at  fuch  a  place  as  this  : — their  de 
meanour  appears  to  be  that  of  the  higher 
ranks  of  fociety." 

"  Your  conjecture,  my  good  friend/* 
replied  the  Demon,  "  is  perfectly  right  j 

for 


DEVIL   UPON    TW«>  STICKS 

for  one  of  diem  is  the  fon  of  a  man  who 
was  a  king, — and  the  other  will  one  day 
be  elected  to  the  fovereignty  of  a  great 
nation;  and  byway  of  a  curious  addi 
tion  to  the  circumftance,  neither  of  them 
have  money  enough  in  their  pockets  to 
pay  for  the  repaft  which  they  have  juft 
taken.  ,  The  bill  for  their  dinner  now  lies 
upon  the  tabk  between  them,  and  when 
they  have  come  to  an  explanation  on  the 
bufmefs,  one  of  them  will  go  to  an  ac 
quaintance  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  bor 
row  the  trifle  necefTary  to  extricate  then* 
both  from  their  prefent  difficulty/' 

"  Indeed/'  exclaimed  the  Count,  "  my 
prefent  aftonifhment  is  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
almoft  to  amount  to  incredulity;  and, 
with  great  fubmiflion,  to  your  fuperior 
knowledge,,  I  am  very  much  difpofed  to 
confider  this  laft  exhibition  to  be  for  fome 
amufement  of  your  own,  rather  than  for 
the  inftruction  or  entertainment  of  your 
humble  fervanu 

«  My 
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My  recreations,"  anfwered  the  De 
mon,  "  are  of  a  very  different  nature ;  and 
whatever  they  may  be,  will  never  make 
you,  at  leaft,  an  object  of  them.  On  the 
contrary,  I  very  ferioufly  affure  you,  that 
what  I  have  already  related  concerning  thefe 
diftinguifhed  perfonages,  for  it  is  forbid* 
den  me  to  enter  into  any  further  explana 
tion,  is  the  literal  truth  -,  and  if  you  will 
examine  the  lineaments  of  the  man  oppoiite 
to  us,  it  is  more  than  probable  that, .  in 
the  courfe  of  your  future  travels,  you  will 
recollect  them  >  when,  inftead  of  fitting,  as 
you  now  do,  at  eafe  befide  him,  you  will 
find  it  necefTary  to  bend  your  knee  before 
him. 

"  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,"  continued 
he,  "  that  your  aftonifhment  will  not 
prove  fo  very  powerful  as  to  ficken  your 
appetite  for  the  very  fine  capon  that  is  now 
prefented  to  you."  I  hope  not,"  replied 
the  Count  -,  "  neverthelefs,  my  mind  is 
entirely  occupied  by  the  circumftance  you 

have 
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have  explained  to  me  ;  and  if  it  were 
liilent  with  your  plan  of  operations,  I 
fliould  confider  it  as  a  very  great  indul 
gence,  if  you  could,  fome  how  or  other, 
contrive  for  me  a  little  accidental  coffee- 
houfe  converfation  with  thefe  two  extra 
ordinary  perfons."  c<  Your  Lordftiip,"  faid 
Afmodeus>f  "  well  knows  my  ardent  defire 
to  oblige  you,  but  at  prefent  you  muft  be 
fo  good  as  to  difpenfe  with  my  company 
for  half  an  hour :  official  duty  calls  me 
hence ;  but  by  the  time  you  have  finifhed 
your  dinner,  I  will  return  to  enliven -your 
defert."  . 

The  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks  immedi 
ately  quitted  the  room  ;  and  Don  Cleofas 
had  already  made  a  confiderable  inroad 
upon  the  good  things  before  him,  when 
he  difcovered,  that  while  he  had  plenty  of 
folid  food,  his  negligent  caterer  had  not- 
provided  him  with  what  was  neceliary  to 
moiiten  it — He  therefore  began  to  call 
aloud  for  wine;: — but  his  demand  being 
: made  in  a  language  the  waiters  did  not 

underftand,. 
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tinderfland,  a  kind  ofdiftrefling  confuiion 
enfued  3  when  the  future  king,  who  was 
now  alone,  introduced  himfelf  in  the  poli- 
tcfl  manner  to  the  C©unt,  entreating  per- 
million  at  the  fame  time,  to  have  the 
'honour  of  ferving  hkn  as  interpreter ;  and 
taking  the  feat  which  Afmodeus  had  lately 
quitted,  exercifed  that  office  in  the  moll 
obliging  manner,  till  his  dinner  was 
concluded. — Don  Cleofas  then  propofed 
coffee;  and  that  kind  of  eafy,  pleafant  con- 
verfation  took  place  between  them,  which 
men  of  the  world,  though  perfectly  ftran- 
gers  to  each  other,  can  fo  readily  adopt. — 
This  agreeable  communication  lafled  till 
the  gentleman  returned  who  had  been  to 
raife  the  fupplies,  as  the  Demon  foretold  ; 
when  the  embryo  fovereign,  with  his  royal 
companion,  took  their  leave ;  and  their 
departure  was  immediately  followed  by  the 
return  of  Afmodeus. 

"  And  how   has  your  Lordfhip  pafled 
your  .time  fmce  my  departure  ?"  faid  he, 

as 
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as  he  took  his  feat.  cc  Incomparably  well," 
anfwered  the  Count ;  "and,  thanks  to  your 
kind  arrangement,  the  laft-wifh  I  expreiled 
has  been  moil  completely  gratified :  I  need 
not  tell  you  that  your  place  has  been  occu 
pied  moft  agreeably,  as  well  as  ufefully,  by 
the  very  perfonage  v/ith  whom  I  fo  much 
defired  to  have  the  opportunity  of  conver- 
fing ;  and  when  he  afcends  the  throne,  to 
which  you  aflure  me  he  is  deftined,  my 
curious  pride  may,  perhaps,  fometimes 
dictate  to  me,  the  lecret  ejaculation  that 
his  Majefty,  to  ufe  his  own  expreffion,  has 
enjoyed  the  honour  of  acting  as  my  inter 
preter." 

<f  Your  pride/'  interrupted  the  Demon, 
"  may,  in  common  with  that  of  the  reft 
of  mankind,  grow  fometimes  from  little 
things ;  but  I  muft  not,  however,  fuffe*r 
mine  to  be  gratified  by  arrogating  to  my- 
felf  the  merit  which  does  not  belong  to  me. 
I  really  did  not  exert  any  portion  whatever 
ef  my  influence  in  the  arrangement  which 

you 
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you  attribute  to  me ;  though  I  rather  forc- 
faw,  but  without  employing  that  prefcient 
faculty  which,  in  certain  cafes,  I  am  per 
mitted  to  pofTefs,  that  the  ordinary  courlc 
of  things  would  lead,  in  this  particular,  to 
the  gratification  of  your  wiihes.  I  well 
knew  certain  little  wants  would  preis 
themfelves  upon  you,  during  my  Ihortab- 
fence ;  I  alfo  could  not  but  be  fenfible 
that  you  were  deficient  in  the  language  ne- 
ceflary  to  make  them  known  ;  and  I  was 
equally  well  allured  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  the  politenefs  natural  to  a  man  of  high 
birth,  who  muft  be  a  witnefs  of  your  em- 
barrafTment,  to  lay  dormant  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  and  to  fail  in  bringing  him  for 
ward  to  relieve  it. 

<c  Indeed,  my  [friend/*  continued  he, 
<f  much  of  the  true  art  of  life  depends  up 
on  knowing  when  to  leave  things  to  their 
natural  courfe ;  as  it  is  the  principal  merit 
of  a  phyfician  to  poflfefs  the  faculty  of  af- 
certain  ing  when^hature  is  to  be  left  to 
2  *  herfelf, 
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herfelf,  and  when  fhe  requires  the  aid  of 
medicine. — Many  a  man  has  gained  a  re 
putation  for  confummate  ability  in  fomeof 
the  principal,  and  which  are  confidered  as 
the  moft  arduous  fituations  in  life,  from 
no  other  employment  of  his  wifdom,  than 
that  of  leaving  circumftances  and  things 
to  their  own  natural  operations  ;  while 
others  have  not  only  impeded,  but  baffled 
fuccefs  ;  and,  of  courfe,  loft  the  applaufe 
due  to  their  honeft  endeavours,  by  ftri- 
ving  to  produce  effects  from  the  interpo- 
fition  of  their  own  exertions,. which  the 
uninterrupted  courfe  of  natural  caufes, 
woulH,  of  themfelves,  have  brought  to 
complete  maturity." 

Here  the  obfervations  of  Afmodeus  were 
interrupted  by  a  noife,  which  was  imme 
diately  found  to  proceed  from  a  little  man, 
who  was  afleep  over  a  bowl  of  punch,  in 
a  corner  of  the  room  j  and  was  fnoring  in 
a  very  difagreeable  manner. — The  Count 
propofed  to  order  the  waiter  to  filence  the 

gentleman 
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gentleman  by  waking  him  : — "  I  beg  leave 
to  oppofe  that  motion/'  faid  the  Demon, 
c<  for  he  is  a  very  quiet,  inoffeniive  and 
amiable  character,  who  never  is  in  peace 
but  when  he  is  afleep  -,  and  it  would  really 
be  little  lefs  than  extreme  cruelty  to  awa 
ken  him  to  the  reflection,  that  he  has  this 
very  afternoon  been  driven,  by  the  ill- 
humour  of  a  termagant  wife,  from  his 
own  comfortable  dinner,  to  take  a  cafual 
meal  in  this  place.  Indeed,  with  fuch 
a  partner  as  this  poor  man  has  got,  it 
would  be  a  great  happinefs  to  him  if  he 
were  to  awake  no  more." 

cc  In  fuch  a  fituation,"  faid  the  Count, 
<f  I  (hould  recommend  the   good   people 
to  get  rid  of  each  other  at  once,  and  look 
for  happinefs  in  other  and  more  fuitable 
connections.     Such  a  plan  is  very  eafily 
propofed,"  replied  the  Demon,  "  but  not 
fo   eafily  reduced   to  practice."     No  of-, 
fence  againft  the  marriage  contract,  but, 
abfolute  infidelity,  can  cauie  the  diflblution 
VOL.  II.  H 
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of  it.  An  hufband  and  his  wife  may  ho 
nour  each  other  with  the  moil  cordial  ha 
tred, — they  may  order  matters  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  bring  down  ruin  upon  them- 
felves  and  their  families, — they  may  exer- 
cife  the  mutual  efforts  of  the  mod  offenfive 
malice,  and  lead  a  life  of  mutual  injury, 
without  being  able  to  gain  any  effectual 
relief,  while  the  chilly  virtue  of  chaftity  is 
preferved:  fo  that  a  man  who  is  thus 
matrimonially  connected,  will  frequently 
think  himfelf  happy  in  the  ridicule  and 
difgrace  of  cuckoldom,  as  the  only  poffi'blc 
mode  of  putting  an  end  to  his  mifery. 

<c  But  to  declare  the  truth,"  continued 
Afmodeus,  "  which,  for  your  inftruction, 
my  friend,  I  occafionally  force  myfelf  to 
do  j  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  matrimonial  divor 
ces,  is  a  regulation  perfectly  confident 
with  the  interefts  of  civil  fociety  :  for  fuch 
are  the  caprices  of  the  human  mind,  and 
the  nature  of  the  human  paffions,  that  a 

general 
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general  liberty  of  diflblving  the  marriage 
tie  would  be  abufed  beyond  all  other  ;  and 
not  only  tend  to  deftroy  the  moft  valuable 
feritiments,  as  well  as  the  moft  endearing 
connections  of  private  life,  but  occafion 
continual  interruptions  in  the  general  and 
neceflary  order  of  public  fociety.  If  it 
could  be  made  compatible  with  the  inte- 
refts  of  any  form  of  government,  that  an 
officer  fhould  be  appointed  with  full  pow 
ers  to  undo  what  the  prieft  had  done,  his 
office  would  be  the  moft  troublefome,  and 
if  the  fees  of  it  were  arbitrary,  the  moft 
profitable,  that  has  ever  yet  been  eftablilhed 
in  any  country.0 

"  Though  I  have  every  reafon,"  replied 
Don  Cleofas,  with  a.figh,  "  to  confider 
matrimony  as  the  firft  of  human  bleflings, 
for  it  was  fuch  to  me  $  yet  I  do  not  doubt 
but  the  profits  of  the  office  you  have  de- 
fcribed,  for  one  year,  would  enable  the  pof- 
feflbr  of  it  to  purchafe  a.  principality." 


H 
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While  he  was  fpeaking,  a  well-drefied 
young  man  entered  the  room,  and,  after 
having  taken  a  turn  round  it,  took  up  a 
newfpaper,  and  feating  himfelf  at  a  table 
adjoining  to  that  where  the  Count  had  dined, 
entered,  to  all  appearance,  on  an  attentive 
peruial  of  the  chronicle  of  the  day  ;  when, 
as  iffuddenly  recollecting  himfelf,  he  turn 
ed  round  to  the  Spaniard,  and  in  a  very 
polite  manner,  demanded  the  hour  of  the 
afternoon  : — The  aukward  look  which  the 
furprife  of  this  unexpected  queflion  from 
a  flranger,  as  well  as  the  ignorance  of  the 
language  in  which  it  was  delivered  pro 
duced,  and  the  inllant  laugh  of  the  Demon 
on  the  occafion,  had  fuch  an  effect  upon 
the  gentleman's  modefty,  that  he  apologifed 
for  what  he  perceived  was  confidered  as  an 
impertinent  queftion,  and  in  a  ft  ate  of 
evident  confulion,  immediately  quitted  the 
room* 

Don  Cleofas,  who  could  not  conceive 
the  meaning  of  what  he  law,  informed  his 

friend 
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friend  of  the  impatience  he  felt  to  be  in 
dulged  with  an  explanation  of  this  extra 
ordinary    fcene.      "  I  muft  entreat   you 
then/'  faid  the  Demon,  cc  to  prepare  your 
faith  as  well  as  your  aftonifhment  for  what 
I  am  about  to  unfold  to  you.     The  gen 
tleman  only  afked  you  in  a  very  civil  man 
ner,  to  inform  him  concerning  the  hour  of 
the  day; — in  fuch  an  application,  you  may 
very  naturally  imagine,  that  there  could  be 
nothing  of  rudenefs  or  impropriety ;    bur, 
fetting  aiide  the  immediate  motive  of  the 
queftion,  there  was  a  great  deal  both  of 
one  and  the  other  -3  for,  in  the  firil  place, 
there  is  a  dial  in  the  -room,  which   hangs 
up  on  purpofe  to  anfwer  fuch  queflions  ; 
and  if  it  had  not  occurred  to  him  to  con- 
fult  that  oracle,  the  waiter  was  the  proper 
perfon  to  fafisfy  his  demand. — But,  to  tell 
you  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe,  the  gentle 
man  belongs  to  a  gang  of  pickpockets, 
and  hewithed  to  fee  whether  your  watch 
was  worth  an  attempt  upon  it ;  and  when 
he  had   beheld  the  elegance  and  enrich- 
H  3  ments 
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ments  of  your  time-piece,  he  would,  with 
many  thanks  for  your  politenefs,  have  ta 
ken  his  leave,  to  inform  fome  of  his  party, 
who  are  hovering  about  the  neighbourhood, 
of  the  circumftance  ;   and  on  your  return 
hotne,  they  would  have  employed  all  their 
arts  and  contrivances  to  have  eafed  you  of 
'that  valuable  bagatelle.     The  confufion  in 
which  this  worthy  perfon  retired,   arofe 
from  your  look  of  furprife,  and  my  burft 
of  laughter,  which  made  him  fufpeft  that 
he  himfelf  was  fufpeded." 

<f  I  acknowledge  my  aftoni  foment/' 
replkd  the  Count ;  '<  but  in  a  country  fo 
well  and  wifely  governed  as  this,  and  whofe 
laws  are  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the 
whole  world  ; — how  does  it  happen  that 
fuch  a  bold  and  fyilematic  invalion  of  pro 
perty  as  you  defcribe,  is  ever  attempted  ? 
or,  at  lead,  how  can  the  practice  of  it 
efcape  the  immediate  punifhment  which  it 
deferves?" 

"The 
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"  The  conftitution  of  this  country," 
replied  Afmodeus,  "  is,  with  great  juflice, 
the  envy  of  Europe  ;  but  people  confult 
their  religion  as  little  as  their  reafon,  when 
they  expe6t  benefits  pure  and  entire,  from 
any  human  inftitntion  :  it  is  the  nature  of 
every  thing  in  this  -world  to  be  Ihort  of 
perfection  ;  arid  liberty  itfelf,  which  con 
fers  fo  much  happinels  on  the  commu 
nity  that  enjoys  it,  yields  inconveniences 
which  are  not  known  in  arbitrary  govern 
ments.  It  is  the  liberty  of  this  country 
which  renders  the  police  of  this  metropolis 
imperfect.  The  extirpation  of  thefe  petty 
mifcreants  who  purloin  the  property  of  the 
paiTenger  in  the  ftreets,  might  be  very 
eafily  contrived  ;  but  the  means  to  be  em 
ployed  on  the  occaiion,  would,  perhaps, 
claih  with  the  general  fpirit  of  the  Britiih 
laws  :  and  the  people  are  fo  very  jealous 
of  the  forms  of  their  government,  that  they 
would  rather  fubmit  to  the  inconvenience 
of  having  their  pockets  picked,  and  the 
H  4  inade- 
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inadequate  punifhment  of  fuch  an  offence, 
than  give  their  confent  to  that  fummary 
and  violent  mode  of  proceeding  which 
would  effectually  fupprels  it.*' 

<c  I  am  not  fufficiently  (killed  in  the 
ceconomics  of  this  government/*  laid  Don 
Cleofas,  <c  to  reafon  upon  the  matter  ;  and 
if  I  were  duly  qualified  for  the  bufintfs, 
my  prefent  obfervations  would  be  inter-* 
rupted  by  the  appearance  of  that  old  gen 
tleman  in  black,  who  is,  this  moment,  led 
into  the  coffee-room  by  his  fervant.  He 
feems  to  be  in  a  fituation  that  requires  the 
nurfmg  of  his  own  family,  and  the  comforts 
of  his  own  fire-fide,  rather  than  the  noife 
of  a  public  affembly,  and  the  chilly  air  of 
an  evening  excurfion."  "  But  to  avoid 
that  fire-fide,"  replied  Afmodeus,  or  rather 
to  fave  the  expence  of  it,  is  a  very  prin 
cipal  motive  to  his  pafling  a  certain  num 
ber  of  hours,  every  day,  in  this  place. 


He 
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cc  He  pofTefTed,  for  many  years,  a  lucra 
tive  office  under  Government  3  and  well 
knowing  the  value  of  money,  and  being 
fkilled  in  the  profitable  application  of  it,  he 
accumulated  a  very  large  fortune. — He 
has  given  ample  provifion  to  his  children, 
and  acled  in  a  generous  manner  towards 
fome  of  his  grand-children  ;  and,  flnce  the 
death  of  his  wife,  has  employed  his  whole 
thoughts  on  heaping  up  future  legacies  for 
them. — In  more,  his  former  prudence  has 
grown  into  prefent  avarice,  and  being  now 
too  infirm  to 'employ  any  active  means  of 
augmenting  his  wealth,  he  applies  himfelf 
to  the  negative  methods  of  gratifying  his 
avaricious  wifhes,  and  looks  alone  for  an 
increafe  of  his  riches,  to  the  favings  of  a 
fordid  frugality. 

"  As  foon  as  he  has  finifhed  his  dinner, 

he  orders  his  fire  to  be  put  out,  and  pays 

-his  daily  vifit  here.     The  firft  half  hour  is 

employed  in  quieting  his  cough,  and  fixing 

H  5  him- 
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himfelf  in  the  feat  he  means  to  occupy  for- 
the  evening.  He  then  enters  upon  the 
perufal  of  the  newfpapers ;  when  that  ex- 
ercife  is  completed,  he  orders  his  tea  ;  and 
by  this  time,  fome  or  other  of  his  acquain 
tance  ufually  arrive.,  and  he  will  difcourfe 
with  them  on  the  topics  of  the  day,  ha 
rangue  on  the  events  and  tranfaclions  of 
former  times,  difpute  on  politics,  or  laugh 
over  a  tale  of  bawdry  till  ten  o'clock  ; 
when  his  fervant  leads  him  home,  in  order 
to  go  inftantly  to  the  confultations  of  his 
pillow. — Thus  he  faves  coals  and  candles 
for  fix,  hours  of  the  day,  enjoys  the  fociety 
of  pleafant  people,  reads  all  the  daily  prims, 
hears  the  news  of  the  great  world,  and  the 
tittle-tattle  of  the  little  workl,  at  fo  fmall 
a  price  as  the  fix -pence  which  he  pays  for 
his  tea. 

*c  The  motives  to  fuch  a  conduct  are 
certainly  very  difgraceful  to  himfelf,  but 
however,  are,  after  all,  injurious  to  no  one. 

He 
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He  is  confcious,  indeed,  that  he  acts,  iq, 
this  particular,  with  a  parfimony  unbecom 
ing  a  gentleman  ;  but  he  confoles  himlelf 
with  the  reflection*  that  he  has  left  the 
miftrefs  of  the  coffee-houfe  a  legacy  at  his 
death,  as  a  compenfation  for  not  having 
fpent  more  money  in  her  houfe  during 
his  life. 

"  But  we  will  now,  if  you  pleafe,"  con* 
tinued  the  Demon,  <c  prepare  for  our  de 
parture  ;  and  it  (hall  be  delayed  only  to 
recommend  to  your  notice  the  tall,  thins 
perfon  who  is  receiving  a  glafs  of  cordials 
from  the  hand  of  the  good  woman  at  the 
bar. 

"  He  is  an  honeft  man  of  fome  for 
tune,  who  has  embarrafled  himfelf  al-moft 
to  ruin,  from  the  rage  of  purchafmg  bar 
gains  that  he  does  not  want*  Hence  it 
is,  that  he  will  buy  a  quantity  of  fheep, 
though  he  has  not  a  field  to  pafture  them ;, 
H6  or 
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or  a  fet  of  horfes,  though  he  does  not  keep 
a  carriage  ;  or  a  lot  of  furniture,  though 
his  houfe  is  already  crouded  like  an  up- 
holfterer's  fhop;  and  fo  long  has  he  yielded 
to  this  ridiculous  propenfity,  that  all  the 
great  bargains  he  has  bought,  will  fhortly 
be  fold  Hill  greater  bargains,  at  a, public 
auction."  fc  I  do  not  wonder  then/'  ob- 
ferved  the  Count,  cc  that  he  takes  a  cordial 
dofe  to  raife  his  finking  fpirits."  cc  You 
are  quite  miftaken,"  replied  the  Demon, 
€S  it  is  not  from  any  reflection  on  his  em- 
barrafled  fituation  that  he  applies  to  the 
confoling  aid  of  the  glafs  : — The  grief 
that  at  this  moment  o'pprefTes  him  is  of  a 
very  different  nature,  I  aflure  you  5  the 
fact  is,  an  houfe,  in  his  neighbourhood, 
is  to  be  fold  for  one  fourth  of  what  it  coil 
in  building,  and  he  cannot  raife  money 
fufficient  to  make  the  neceffary  depofit 
on  entering  into  an  agreement  to  pur- 
chafe  it." 

Don 
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Don  Cleofas  and  his  friend,  the  Devil 
upon  Two  Sticks,  now  took  their  leave 
of  the  Coffee-houfe,  and  from  thence 
immediately  proceeded  to  a  new  fcene  of 
life  and  manners. 


CHAP, 
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CHAR    X. 

The  DEVIL  upon  Two  STICKS  Jheivs  DON 
CLEOFAS  various  Dining  Parties  at  the 
Weft-End  of  the  Town. 


T 

•*• 


HOPE  your  Lordfhip  has  made  a 
good  dinner/*  faid  Afmodeus,  as 
they  turned  down  the  ftreet.  "  A  moft 
excellent  one,"  anfwered  Don  Cleofas  ;  "  I 
have  eaten  enough,  I  believe,  to  fuftain 
me  for  a  week  to  come/'  "  That  I  do  not 
requ  re/'  replied  the  other;  <c  but  it  is  ab- 
folutely  necelTary  that  you  fliould  be  guard 
ed  againil  any  fudden  cravings  of  your 
ftomacr^  for  I  am  about  to  difplay  to  you 
fuch  fpecimens  of  delicious  fare  and  good 
living,  as  will,  if  you  are  not  abfoluteiy 
,  fatiated,  moft  alluredly  renew  them.  In 
ihort,  you  are  going  to  be  entertained, 
as  I  trull,  with  a  view  of  thofe  dinner 
parties  which  are  now,  at  this  end  of  the 

town,. 
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town,  in  full  enjoyment."  (<  Be  not 
afraid,"  anfwerecLthe  Count,  "  that  I  ihall 
long  for  a  fingle  morfel  of  what  I  may  fee 
on  the  mofl  luxurious  tables,  however 
keen  my  intellectual  appetite  may  be  to 
hear  your  account  of  thofe  whom  I  ihall 
fee  placed  around  them."  He  had  no 
fooner  fpoken,  than  the  Devil  took  his 
friend  by  the  arm,  and  they  were,  in  a 
moment,  mofl  conveniently  fituated  in  a 
balcony  that  gave  them  a  commanding 
view  of  feveral  houfes  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  ftreet. 

"  Look  into  that  large  room/'  conti 
nued  he,  "  in  the  houfe  immediately  oppo- 
litef  which  is  fo  finely  illuminated."  "  It 
had  already  caught  my  attention/*  faid  the 
Count :  "  A  very  fplendid  company  indeed> 
are  already  feated  at  dinner,  and  I  fhould 
imagine,  from  certain  ornaments  I  perceive 
on  their  dreffes,  as  well  as  the  peculiar 
decorations  of  the  table,  that  it  is  an  hy 
meneal  banquet.'*  "  It  is  even  fo,"  an- 

fwered 
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fwered  Afmodeus,  "  and  has  been  produ 
ced  by  fuch  a  iingular,  though,  as  it  turns 
out,  an  happy  combination  of  circumftan- 
ces,  as  to  merit  your  attention  to  the  lit 
tle  hiftory  I  (hall  beg  leave  to  give  you 
of  it. 

"  The  bride  and  bridegroom,  whom 
you  may  diftinguifh  at  the  upper-end  of 
the  table,  and  who  are,  both  of  them,  well 
worth  the  looking  at,  are  firft  coufins,  the 
children  of  two  fitters  ;  who  having  been 
at  law  for  fome  time  previous  to  their 
deaths,  concerning  the  fucceffion  to  their 
father's  eftate,  left  a  complicated  Chan 
cery  fuk  as  a  legacy  to  their  refpective 
children,  and  all  their  mutual  inveteracy 
along  with  it.  This  unfortunate  and  ruin 
ous  difpute  turned  on  a  very  nice  point, 
and  the  lawyers  on  both  fides  were  equally 
certain  of  fuccefs,  and  as  warmly  promifed 
it  to  their  different  clients.  The  fuit  there 
fore  proceeded ;  and  fome  of  the  intimate 
friends  of  both  parties  faw,  with  great  re 
gret, 
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gret,  that  a  large  and  antient  family  eft  ate 
was  battening  apace  to  the  vortex  of  the 
law.  It  was  therefore  fuggefted  among 
them,  that  fome  thing  ought  to  be  attempt 
ed  towards  putting  an  end  to  this  diftreflmg 
litigation,  andfeveral  fruitlefs  efforts  were 
made  with  that  benevolent  intention. 

Cf  The  enmity  that  had  fubfifted  between 
the  parents  of  the  young  people,  had  ib 
entirely  feparated  them,  that  their  children 
were  entire  ftrangers  to  each  other.  The 
young  lady  did  not  know  that  her  relation 
was  a  young  man  of  diftinguifhed  talents, 
the  mofl  amiable  virtues,  and  accomplifh- 
ed  manners  : — While  he  alfo  was  ignorant 
of  his  fair  coufin's  fuperior  charms  -,  he  had 
no  idea  of  her  being,  as  fhe  was,  the  lovelieft 
of  her  fex.  They  might,  indeed,  have 
heard  an  occafional  good  report  of  each 
other;  but  it  was  with  that  indifference,  or, 
perhaps  with  that  incredulity  with  which 
mankind  are  too  apt  to  hear  the  commen* 
dations  of  an  enemy.  Such,  however,  and 

fo 
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fo  ftrenuous  were  the  efforts  of  their 
friends,  that  they  both  began  to  relax  in 
their  hoflile  propensities,  and  an  accom 
modation,  in  the  common  form  of  thofe 
arrangements,  and  on  the  fole  principle 
of  mutual  intereft,  would  have  taken  place, 
had  not  the  fecret  and  artful  interpoiitioa 
of  their  refpedlive  lawyers  prevented  it. — 
Thefe  profefiional  counfellors  promifed, 
with  fo  much  certainty,  the  whole  of  the 
eilate  to  each,  that,  at  length,  the  propa- 
fition  of  a  moiety  was  refufed  by  both. 

"  One  effort,  however,  remained  to  be 
tried;  and  this  was  to  introduce  the  young 
people  to  each  other,  without  their  know 
ledge.  For  this  purpofe,  a  ball  was  given, 
to  which  they  were  both  invited ; — none 
but  penons  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
fecret  intention  of  it,  were  to  be  of  the 
company  ;  the  names  of  the  particular  par 
ties  were  not  to  be  mentioned,  and  it  was 
very  eafily  contrived  that  the  two  violent 
competitors  at  law^  fliould  harmonife  moil 

cordially 
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cordially  in  the  dance. — The  project  fuo 
ceeded,  to  the  very  great  fatisfaclion  of  thofe 
who  arranged  it;  for  they  were  mutually 
charmed  with  each  other. — He  was  fo  oc 
cupied  in  his  attentions  to  her,  that  he  did 
not  think  of  enquiring  who  Hie  was  j  and  a 
natural  delicacy  prevented  any  enquiry,  on 
her  part,  concerning  himj  and  the  ball 
concluded  without  any  information  being 
attempted  on  thefe  refpective  fubjects  by 
either  of  them.  On  her  departure,  his 
curiofity  was  fatisfied  with  the  anfwer  of 
fome  general  name  ;  and  they,  neither  of 
them,  clofed  their  eyes  to  fleep  that  night, 
without  curling  the  law-fuit,  and  mutually 
blaming  themfelves  for  having  refufed  the 
accommodation  that  had  been  fo  lately  pro- 
pofed,  and  which  would  have  given  them 
that  actual  ftate  of  independence  which 
they  now  fo  anxioufly  defired. 

*  With  a  moiety,  or  even  a  lefler  pro 
portion  of  this  eftate/  faid  he,  '  for  which 
I  am  contending,  I  ihould  poflefs  a  fuf- 

ficient 
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ficient  fortune  to  juftify  propofals  to  make 
my  lovely  partner  in  the  dance,  my  part 
ner  for  life.' — On  the  other  hand,  flie  did 

not  fail    to   deprecate  her  fituation. 

'  Never/  exclaimed  fhe,  '  before  this  even- 
c  ing,  did  mine  eyes  behold  a  man  to  whom 

*  I  could,  with  pleafure,  refign  my  heart ; 
'  but  as  I  am,  it  had  been  happy  for  me 
c  had    I    never  feen   him  5— for  mould  I 

*  have  made  that  impreffion  on  him  with 
c  which  I  am  difpofed  to  flatter  myfelf, — 
'  what  <:an  that  avail  ? — for  what  man  of 
'  under  Hand  ing  would  marry   the  moft 
'  lovely  woman  in  the  world,  who  could 
'  bring  nothing  but    a  law-fuit    for  her 
'  portion?' — Thus  did  they  both  ejacu 
late  on  their  pillows;  and  when  they  awoke 
from  their  agitated   {lumbers.,  thus   did 
did  they  continue  to  ejaculate. 

c<  The  next  day,  however,  this  friendly 
flratagem  was  explained  and  avowed ;  and 
the  friends  who  had  contrived  it,  propofed 
that  the  two  hoftile  coufins  fhculd  both 

poffefs 
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poflefs  the  eftate  in  litigation,  by  becom 
ing  one.  This  proportion  was  in  too 
happy  a  ftate  of  preparation  to  be  refufed 
by  either  of  them.  They  were  therefore 
married  this  morning;  and  you  now  fee  the 
wedding  banquet,  with  all  the  joy  that  ac 
companies  it." 

"  Neverthelefs,"  faid  Don  Cleofas, 
"  there  are  two  gentlemen,  who  fit  oppp- 
fite  to  each  other,,  at  the  lower-end  of  the 
table,  whofe  countenances  do  not  appear 
to  exprefs  that  air  of  hilarity  which  bright 
ens  every  other  guc ft."  tf  Your  obferva- 
tion  is  perfectly  right/'  anfwered  the  De 
mon  ;  "  they  are  the  two  family  lawyers, 
who  think  that  the  lofs  of  a  chancery  fuit, 
is  but  ill  recompenfed  by  an  elegant  din 


ner." 


<c  I  enjoy  their  mortification,"  exclaim 
ed  the  Count,  "almoft  as  much  as  I  do  the 
happinefs  of  the  wedded  pair.     It  is  how 
ever,  altogether,  a  curious  and  interefting 
i  little 
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little  hiftory."  "  It  is  fo,"  replied  Af- 
modeus  ;  "  for  I  believe  that  Cupid  and 
Hymen  are  very  feidom  known  to  inter 
fere  in  putting  an  end  to  a  law-fuit." 

cc  In  the  next  houfe,  on  the  right  hand," 
continued  he,  <c  is  another  agreeable  party ; 
in  which,  however,  matrimony  has  very 
little  to  do  ;  for  the  comely  dame  who  pre- 
fides  at  the  table,  is  feparated  from  her 
hufband.  Obferve,  if  you  pleafe,  the  at 
tentions  {he  pays  to  her  guefts :  they  arc 
palling  in  a  conftant  fucceffion  from  one 
to  the  other ;  fo  that  fhe  appears  entirely 
to  forget  herfelf  -,  and  while  Ihe  is  recom 
mending  the  various  difhes  to  them,  the 
meat  cools  upon  her  own  plate. — But  in 
praifing  the  dainties  of  her  little  banquet, 
fhe  is  flattering  them  in  the  highefl  degree; 
for  there  is  fcarce  an  article  of  her  dinner 
that  is  not  furnifhed  by  the  friendihip  of 
thofe  who  are  partaking  of  it.  She  fays 
the  venifon  js  of  the  firfl  flavour,  and 
comes  from  one  of  the  fineft  parks  in  the 
a  kingdom ; 
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kingdom  j — the  gentleman  \vho  fent  it, 
hears  this  eulogium  of  his  place  with  infi 
nite  fatisfa&ion ;  while  the  giver  of  the 
ham  is  equally  pleafed  to  hear  of  its  fupe- 
rior  poignancy  -,  and  that  it  came  from  a 
quarter  which  produces  nothing  but  what 
is  excellent.  In  fhort,  me  contrives,  in 
praiiing  every  article  of  her  table,  to  annex 
an  implied  compliment,  which  is  perceived 
by  no  one  but  the  perfon  who  prefented 
it. — Thus  me  not  only  fatisfies  her  guefts 
with  an  excellent  repaft,  but  adds  to  every . 
part  of  it  the  poignant  flavour  of  her  de 
licate  adulation.  But  to  explain  myfelf 
fully  upon  the  (iibjedt  of  this  Machiavelian 
lady,  for  fhe  certainly  deferves  that  title,, 
it  will  be  neceflary  for  me  to  give  a  fketch 
of  herfelf  and  her  domeftic  policy. — It  is 
as  follows  : — 

"  This  lady  is  poflfefied  of  very  un 
common  qualifications,  all  of  which  fhe 
applies  to  her  own  advantage,  without  do 
ing  any  injury  whatever  to  others.  She 

poflefTes 
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poffeffes  the  happy  art  of  making  all  her 
acquaintance  fubfervient  to  her  pleafures, 
and,  at  die  lame  time,  fo  manages  the  mat 
ter,  as  to  contribute  greatly  to  their  fatis- 
faction. 

c<  She  is  feparated  from  her  hufband — 
but   as   this  circumftance  arole  from  no 
thing  more   than  very  difcordant  difpofi- 
ttons,  her  reputation  fuffers  no  ftain,  and 
her  character,  in  the  world,  no  diminution. 
Her  feparate  allowance   is  eight  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  ;  and,  with  that  income, 
fhe  is  fuch  an  excellent  manager,  that  flic 
lives  in  a  very  elegant  houfe — keeps  a  very 
handfbme  equipage — poflelTes.   an   ample 
eftabliihment  of  feivants — is  never   with 
out   company — gives   occafional  dinners 
and  fuppers — and  once  in  a  winter  a  fplen- 
did  ball ;  and  does  all  this  without  ever 
fuffering  a  tradefman   to  wait  a  week  for 
the  payment  of  his  bill.     You  will  fay, 
perhaps,  that  fuch  a  fecret  is  too  valuable 
to  communicate  to  the  world  j  I  may  how 
ever 
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ever,  fafely  entrufl  it  to  you,  who  have 
not  the  temptation,  and  I  may  add,  the 
capacity  to  avail  yourfelf  of  it. 

"  1  have  already  obferved  that    this 
good  lady  porTefles,  in  a  fuperior  degree, 
the  art  of  making  herfelf  agreeable    to 
others.  Of  all  her  numerous  acquaintance, 
no  one  goes  to  her  without   pleafure,  or 
leaves  her  without   regret.      She  has   an 
uncommon  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  a 
Tare   iniight    into   the  human    chara&er. 
She  knows   the   difpofitions,    follies    and 
foibles  of  every  one  who  viiits  her,  as  well 
as  her  cards  at  quadrille,  and  applies  them 
as  readily  to  her  purpofe.     Having  no  very 
particular  friendfhip  for  any,  her  demean 
our  is  eafy  and  unreftrained  with  all.     At 
the  fame  time  me  knows  how  to  exercife  a 
neceflary  preference  to  one,  without  cau- 
fing  mortification  to  others  $  and  while  all 
potiefs  an  equal  {hare  in  her  regards,  they 
are  all  flattered,  at  times,  with  what  ap 
pears  to  them  to  be  a  particular  difrinction. 
VOL.  II.  U  I  In 
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In  fhort,  fhe  is  always  acting  a  part  which 
is  equally  agreeable  to  herfelf  and  to  all 
who  know  her  ;  and  the  buiinefs  is  fo  con 
trived,  as  to  veil  the  grand  object  of  it 
from  all,  but  the  principal  actrefs  in  the 
fcene. 

<c  As  her  acquaintance,  who  are  nume 
rous  and  fafhionable,  are  all  extremely  par 
tial  to  her  agreeable  qualities,  and  fond  of 
her  fociety,  they  are  ready  engines  in  her 
hands  to  anfwer  her  particular  purpofes. — 
They  who  have  parks  fupply  her  with  ve- 
nifon  ;-  the  lords  of  manors  prefent  her 
with  game  ;  and  the  lawns  of  others  occa- 
fionally  furniih  her  table  with  the  envied 
joint  of  delicious  mutton;  while  all  in 
general,  make  the  ready  and  unperceived 
contributions    of   card-money,  which    is 
conliderable  enough,  under  the  manage 
ment  of  an  old  family  butler,  to  pay  the 
expences  of  her  afTemblies,  and  the  wages 
of  her  fervants.     She  is  extremely  fond  of 
brown  bread ;  and  one  of  Jier  friends,  who 

has 
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Has  that  article  fent  him  twice  a  week 
from  Effex,  takes  care  that  flie.  (hall  have 
the  fame  regular  fupply  with  himfelf:— 
But  this  is  not  all;— for  by  a  little  exer 
tion  of  her  ufual  addrefs,  Ihe  has  contrived 
that  the  produce  of  his  kitchen -garden, 
and  the  delicacies  of  his  dairy  and  farm, 
/hall  be  equally  at  her  Cervices  fo  that  (he 
has  little  occafion  to  fend  to  the  market  for 
any  article  this  gentleman's  eftate  produ 
ces.— She  always  calls  him  her  (toward, 
and  enquires  after  the  farm  in  Effex ;  while 
he  is  happy  in  making  thofe  returns  for 
the  pleafures  of  her  fociety,  which  appear 
to  be  trifles  to  him,  but  are  of  a  very  fa- 
ving  importance  to  her. 

'  Among  her  numerous  contributory 
vifi tarns,  a  Weft-Indian  gentleman  of  very 
large  property,  has  been  made  ufeful  to  her 
in  fo  peculiar  a  manner,  as  to  deferve  a 
very  particular  defcription.  She  had  as 
yet  been  indebted  to  him  only  for  the 
fweetrneats  of  his  own  if  land,  to  give  vari* 
1 2 
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ety  to  her  deferts ;  but  in  the  early  part 
of  lad  winter,  me  took  continual  occafion 
to  rally  him  about  fending  her  an  hogs 
head  of  fugar  -,  and  her  fallies  on  this  fub- 
je<5t  were  fo  well  applied,  that  hey  at  laft, 
thought  it  would  be  a  very  good  joke  to  do 
it.  Accordingly,  one  fine  morning,  and 
without  any  previous  notice,  an  hogihead 
of  fugar  arrived  at  her  door.  She  almoft 
laughed  herfelf  into  hyfterics  at  the  idea, 
and  made  all  her  friends  laugh  for  a  fort 
night  together  at  her  account  of  it.  They 
all  thought  it  a  mofl  laughable  circum- 
ftance,  while  me  found  it  a  moft  ferious 
advantage ;  having  thus  fecured  a  quan 
tity  of  a  very  dear  article,  which  would  be 
fufficient  to  anfwer  the  ordinary  purpofes 
of  her  houfe-keeping  for  feveral  winters 
to  come. 

*s  Thus  does  fhe  levy  imperceptible 
contributions  on  all  her  acquaintance ;  and 
in  fuch  a  manner  does  me  conduct  her 
felf,  that  the  various  perfons  who  com- 

pofc 
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pole  her  fociety,  think  themfel  ves  obliged 
to  her  for  thofe  very  pleafures  which  they, 
in  fad,  have  enabled  her  to  beftow.  But 
this  is  not  all; — fhefo  contrives  the  matter, 
that  there  fhall  always  be  a  competition 
among  her  friends,  with  which  of  them  fhe 
is  to  pafs  the  fummer.  After  much  polite 
hefhation,  Ihe  always  takes  care  to  decide 
in  favour  of  her  own  inclination  ;  thus,  for 
at  leaft  fix  months  of  the  year,  fhe  main 
tains  herfelf,  her  horfcs,  and  fome  of  her 
fervants,  at  the  expence  of  thofe  who  are 
fo  eager  to  poflefs  her  agreeable  company 
in  the  country. 


c<  Thefe  are  the  fecret  arts  by  whofe 
fenfible  application  Ihe  lives  in  fplendour, 
with  an  income  equal  only  to  the  figure 
of  moderate  ilation  ;  and  thus  does  fhe  ac 
quire  importance, —  communicate  plea- 
fure, —  receive  fatisfaclion  and  conciliate 
regard.  Such  are  the  attentions  fhe  em 
ploys  to  her  pleafurable  interefts,  and  in 
fuch  a  manner  does  fhe  arrange  the  plan 
I  3  of 
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of  her  life/  that  while  rigid  honour  cannot 
applaud,  it  turns  afide  from  patting  the  fen- 
tence  of  difapprobation.  She  may  be  cal 
led  an  hypocrite, — and  Ihe  is  onej  but 
who  is  there  fo  fupremely  qualified  as  to 
deteft  that  hypocrify,  which  does  no  inju 
ry,  and  adds  fb  much  to  the  fatisfaftion  of 
focial  life, 

"  So  far  from  confidering  the  lady,J> 
faid  Don  Cleofas,  <c  as  a  fubje6t  for  blame 
and  cenfnre,  I  think  ihe  ought  to  have  a 
patent  for  the  fortunate  difcovery  of  fo 
happily  uniting  the  art  of  doing  good 
to  onefelf,  and  communicating  pleafure 
to  others. 

"  But,"  continued  he,  "  this  ftreet 
feems  to  be  occupied  by  none  but  happy 
people ;  for  if  1  may  judge  from  appear 
ances,  I  {hould  fuppofe  the  company  af- 
fembled  in  the  houfe  adjoining,  to  be  the 
moft  contented  people  that  have  ever  met 
together  fince  the  flood.  An  air  of  magnifi 
cence 
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cence  reigns  throughout  the  houfe  ; — the 
dinner  might  be  a  banquet  for  the  gods ; 
and  the  higheft  degree  of  convivial  joy 
feems  to  prevail  at  the  fumptuous  enter 
tainment.  There  is  a  little  army  of  at 
tendants;  and  if  my  fight  is  not  dazzled, 
there  is  plate  enough  on  the  fide-board  to 
furnifh  the  altar  of  a  cathedral." 

"  None  of  your  fenfes  deceive  you,  at 
prefent,"  faid  the  Demon ;  f(  they  are  a 
rnoft joyous  and  pleafant  company :  while 
the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  who  fits   at  the 
lower-end  of  the  cable,  and  whofe  counte 
nance  wears  fuch  an  appearance  of  comfort 
and   profperity,  is   fo  poiTefTed    with  his 
happinefs,  that  he  has  not  the  power  to  re 
flet,  with  a  moment's  ferioufnefs,  that  he 
is  abfolutely  ruined.     Should  you  return 
to  this  fpot  about  a  month  hence,  you  will 
fee  the  houfe  defpoiled  of  all    its   orna 
ments,  and  ready  to  receive  another  inha 
bitant. —  I  perceive  your   aftonimment,'^ 
continued  Afmodeus,  "  but  I  am  going  to 
1 4  increafe 
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increafe  it,  by  informing  you,  that  this 
ruined  man  is  now  haranguing,  with  much 
good-humour,  on  his  embaraiTments  ; — is 
laying  witty  things,  without  number,  up 
on  his  dilirefTed  iituation  ;  and  the  laft 
loud  clamour  of  mirth  arofe  from  his  deil- 
ring  the  company  to  eat  and  drink  to-day, 
for  that  to-morrow  he  Ihould  have  nothing 
more  to  give  them :  while  his  lady  lings 
as  gaily  to  the  fame  tune;  and,  in  a  tone  of 
equal  jocularity,  is  recommending  herfelf 
to  her  female  friends,  as  being  perfectly 
well  qualified  to  exercife  the  office  of  a 
femme  de  cbamlr.e" 

cc  This  is  a  philofophy,"  exclaimed  Don 
Cleofas,  cc  that  is  far  fuperior  to  the  boaft- 
ed  fyftems  of  the  Greek  and  Roman 
fc^hools."  "  Alas  !"  replied  the  Demon, 
"  it  does  not,  I  fear,  delerve  fuch  an  ho 
nourable  name.  It  is  rather  that  depra 
vity  of  the  heart, —  that  infenlibility  to 
whatever  is  good  and  excellent,  which  is 
Earned  in  the  fchool  of  falhionable  diffi- 

pation, 
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pation,  and  at  the  academy  of  the  gaming 
table  :  and  if  this  eafy,  unfeeling  pair, 
were  to  be  the  only  fufferers,  they  might 
fink,  as  they  ought,  into  that  humiliating 
diftrefs  and  mortifying  neglect  which  will 
foon  overtake  them ;  but  they  have  five 
lov<  I/  children,  wild  have  been  educated  in 
all  the  luxury  of  fuperior  fortune,  and  mufl 
become  the  lamentable  victims  of  parental 
extravagance/' 

"  You  have  thought  proper,"  faid  Don 
Cleofas,  "  at  different  periods  of  our  fe- 
veral  excurfions,  to  fpeak  in  the  higheft 
terms  of  the  liberty  of  this  country,  and 
I  do  not  mean  to  fufpect  the  juftice  of 
your  praife  ;  but  furely  it  would  not  dif- 
grace  its  code  of  laws,  if  another  were  to 
be  added  to  the  volume,  which  would 
not  permit  a  parent  to  poffefs  the  liberty 
of  diffipating  the  patrimony  of  his  chil 
dren." 

cc  There  are  laws  of  fuch  a  tendency  as 

you  fuggeft,"  anfwered  the  Demon,   "  in 

1 5  feveral 
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feveral  countries  of  Europe  ;  and  the  theory 
wears  a  very  practicable  appearance;  but 
I  apprehend,  that  in  a  great  commercial 
country,  though  fuch  a  regulation  would 
be  infinitely  beneficial  to  particular  indi 
viduals,  it  might  be  confidered  by  politi 
cians,  as  detrimental  to  the  general  inte- 
refts  of  the  country. 


cc  But  this  is  not  a  very  common  cir- 
cumilancer; —  and  to  confole  you  for  it/* 
faid  Aimodeus,  <c  I  muft  diredl  your  at 
tention  to  a  large  houie  to  the  left   of  us, 
where  half  a  dozen  people  are  now  fitting 
down, to  a  dinner  which  has  no  proportion 
of  the   fplendour  or  conviviality    of  that 
which  you  have  juft  obferved."     "  Indeed 
it  has  not,"  replied  the  Count; ff  and,  on  a 
comparifbn,  has  rather  the  appearance  of 
parfimony  or  poverty.     There  is  a  certain 
calmnef,  and  fobriety  in  the  demeanour, 
as  well  as  the  countenances  of  the  com 
pany,  which  does  not  give  me  any  great 
reafo.n  to  prefume  in  favour  of  their  fociety  : 

a  If 
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If  there  is  any  pleafure  or  fatisfa&ion 
among  them,  they  feem  determined  to 
keep  it  to  themfelves.  As  for  ceremony, 
there  is  really  fo  little  of  it,  that  I  could 
almofl  fu  jpoie  I  was  looking  at  an  ordi 
nary,  where  the  different  perlons  that  com- 
pofed  it,  paid  their  refpective  quotas, 
and  were,  therefore,  equally  mailers  of  the 
table." 

cc  And  it  is  this  very  tranquil  appear 
ance/'  replied  the  Demon,  "  this  total  ab~ 
fence  of  ceremony  and  parade,  which  de 
termines  the  real,  unaffected  fatisfaction 
of  every  individual  of  that  company. — 
It  is  a  family  dinner,  where  no  extraordi 
nary  preparations  have  been  made,  and 
where  each  brings  that  kind  of  affec 
tionate  regard,  which  confiders  all  forma 
lities  as  odious  and  infulting. — They  all 
love  one  another  with  reciprocal  fincerity 
— fee  each  other  every  day — and  are,  of 
courfe,  in*  the  continual  communication 
of  kind  attentions,  and  friendly  offices. — • 
16  It 
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It  is  the  feaft  of  domeftic  affection,  and 
therefore  wants  not  the  feafoning  of  luxuri 
ous  fplendour  or  intemperate  joy.  They 
do  not  laugh  with  each  other  when  pre- 
fent,  that  they  may  laugh  at  each  other 
when  abfent ; — they  do  not  part  with  a 
perfect  indifference  whether  they  (hall  ever 
meet  again  :  on  the  contrary,  they  fepa- 
rate  from  the  happy  meeting  of  to-day, 
in  the  pleafing  hope  of  repeating  it  to 
morrow. 

"  The  matter  of  the  houfe  is  a  gentle 
man,  of  coniiderable  fortune,  and  who  ma 
nages  it  with  that  judicious  ceconomy 
which  renders  it  productive  of  equal  good 
to  him.felf  and  others.  He  does  not  make 
thofe  extravagant  entertainments  which 
multiply  the  demands  and  heighten  the 
clamour  of  creditors;  he  would  rather 
ipare  from  his  ordinary  expences,  if  it  were 
neceflary,  to  relieve  the  diftrefTed.  Though 
his  table  is  not  encumbered  with  coilly 
decorations,  it  is  crowned  with  plenty  5 — 

and 
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and  as  you  have  feen  it  to-day,  fo  it  has 
been  throughout  his  life,  and  will  continue 
to  the  end  of  it. — He  too,  when   circum- 
ilances   require,    can  be  fplendid    in    his 
hofpitalities ;  but  his  great  aim  ,is  domef- 
tic  comfort,  and  all  his  arrangements  are 
ordered  with  a  view  to  that  defirable  ob 
ject.     In  fhort,  he  makes  that  wife  ufe 
of  his  fortune  which  feciires  to   him  the 
moil  refpedful  efleem  of  all  who  are  with 
in  its  influence,  and  will  turn,  believe  me, 
to  the  beft  account,  when  his  heirs  have 
fucceeded  to  it." 

"  There  is  fuch  a  finking  difference," 
faid  Don  Cleofas,  <c  between  this  family 
and  that  which  preceded  it,  as  almofl  to 
juflify  a  fufpicion  that  they  are  not  of  the 
'  famefpecies."  "  There  is  no  other  dif 
ference,"  replied  Afmodeus,  Cf  but  that 
which  is  ever  to  be  found  between  wif- 
dom  and  folly. 

"  In  the  houfe   adjoining,"  continued 
he,  "  there  is  another  fmall  family  party, 

to 


2o6  DEVIL    UPON  TWO    STICKS 

to  which  I  muft  beg  leave  to  introduce 
you,  where  your  Loidfhip's  greedy  eye 
will  have  lefs  reaibn  than  ever  to  be  fa- 
tisfkd/'  "  It  is  a  very  fmall  one  indeed,'* 
anfwered  Bon  Cleofas  ;  <f  for  an  elderly 
lady  and  a  flout  young  man,  who,  I  pre- 
fume,  is  her  fon,  are  enjoying  a  tete  a  tete 
dinner,  at  a  round  table,  by  a  comfortable 
fire- fide ;  and  feem,  both  of  them,  to  be 
obeying  the  impulfe  of  a  moft  excellent 
appetite.0 


cc 


However  juft  your  obfervation  may 
be/7  replied  the  Demon,  "  as  to  their  mu 
tual  relim  for  the  good  things  of  their  little 
table,  you  are  entirely  miftaken*  my  good 
friend,  as 'to  the  nature  of  their  connec 
tion  ;  for  it  is  nothing  lefs,  believe  me, 
than  that  which  is  formed  at  the  Altar. — 
The  lady,  when  {he  was  young,  was  facri- 
ficed  by  her  friends  to  an  old  hufband ; — 
and  fince  me  has  grown  old,,  fhe  has  been 
even  with  them,  by  facrificing  herfelf  to  a 
young  one."  "  Pardon  me>"  interrupted 

the 
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the  Count  ;  "  the  facrifke,  I  think,  is  on  his 
part,"  cc  W.ien  a  young  man  marries  an 
old  woman,"  replied  the  Demon,  "  your 
opinion  may,  in  genera],  be  adopted  ;  but 
not  as  in  this  cafe,  —  when  the  young  man 
had  not  a  farthing  in  the  world,  and  the 
old  woman  brought  a  portion  of  fifty 
thoufand  pounds." 

cc  You  are  determined,  however/'  faid 
Don  Cleofas,  Cf  tp  wean  me,  by  degrees, 
from  the  temptation  of  lumptuous  enter* 
tainments  ;  for  in  the  very  next  houfe  I  lee 
a  lady  at  table  by  herfelf,  and,  if  I  miftake 
not,  fhe  is  reading  a  book  inftead  of  eating 
her  dinner  :  perhaps  fhe  is  a  devotee,  and 
prefaces  her  meal  with  fome  feafonable 
prayer,  or  pious  contemplation." 

"  Prayers  and  contemplation?/*  replied 
the  Demon,  "  are  by  no  means  among 
her  ufual  employments  j  her  whole  life  is 
paired  in  reading  novels  :  —  Indeed  fo  in 
fatuated  is  ihe  to  that  kind  of  ftudy,  that 

Ihe 
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fhe  has  the  cover  of  a  book  ornamented 
with  religious  emblems,  in  which  fhe  ne 
ver  fails  to  take  a  volume  from  the  cir 
culating-library,  whenever  (he  goes  to 
church  ;  that  fhe  may  purfue  her  favourite 
occupation  without  giving  fcandal  to  vul 
gar  people,  who  might  be  difpofed  to,  think 
fuch  a  conduct  not  only  profane  but  blaf- 
phemous  :  fo  that  while  the  congregation 
are  addrefiing  themfelves  to  their  Maker, 
of  the  clergyman  is  enforcing  the  duties  of 
morality  and  religion,  fhe  is  actually  amu- 
fing  herfelf  with  an  high  flown  epiflle  from 
fome  Lady  Elizabeth,  to  fome  confiden 
tial  Harriet  -,  confidering  the  difficulties  of 
romantic  pafTion,  lamenting  the  mifenes 
of  unfuccefsful  love,  or  enjoying  the  un- 
expedted  union  of  fome  perfecuted  and 
faithful  pair.  She  has  received  within  this 
hour,  the  laft  volume  of  a  very  interefling 
hiftory  lately  publifhed,  and  as  her  devo 
tion  fuffers  continual  interruption  from  her 
impatience  after  cataftrophes,  you  will  not 
wonder  that  fhe  permits  her  dinner  to  grow 

cold, 


cold,  that  her  curious  mind  may  fuffe/  no 
delay  in  being  fatisfied  concerning  that  of 
the  flory  me  is. now  perilling  with  fuch  an 
eager  attention.** 

"  It  would  really  be  a  confiderable  gra 
tification  of  my  curiofity,"  faid  the  Count, 
(e  to  know  the  nature  of  the  memoirs 
which  can  intereft  the  good  lady  fo  much, 
as  to  check  her  appetite,  baffle  the  art 
of  her  cook,  and  render  her  foup*  un 
palatable.'* 

t(  I  would  not  mortify  either  your  Lord- 
fhip  or  myfelf,"  anfwered  the  Demon, 
"  with  a  detail  of  the  nonfenfe  which  now 
occupies  all  the  faculties  of  her  mind  and 
underftanding. — It  will  be  fufficient  far 
me  to  tell  you,  that  the  frivolity  of  the  age 
-affords  a  very  mameful  encouragement  to 
a  fpecies  of  literary  compofition  called  a 
novel,  which  is  nothing  more  than  a  ro 
mance  taken  from  the  manners  of  the 
times  i  and  'is,  in  general,  worked  up  in 

fuch 
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fuch  a  form,  as  to  corrupt  the  minds  of 
young  women,  and  to  enable  old  ones  to 
murder  that  time  of  which  they  have  fo  lit 
tle  remaining.  Thefe  works  are,  in  .general* 
a  diigrace  to  the  prefs  of  an  enlightened, 
country ;  but  as  they  fuit  the  falfe  tafte  of 
the  period,  and  are  profitable  to  the  book- 
fellers,  they  find  an  encouragement  which 
reafon  laments,  but  cannot  prevent.    The 
general  plan  of  this  kind   of  production,- 
however  the  particular  circumftances  and 
characters  of  it  may  be  varied,  is  uniform 
and  determinate.    The  firfl  chapter  makes 
two  young  people  acquainted  with  each 
other, — the  fecond  will  probably  produce 
a  moft  violent  and  mutual  paffion, — twenty 
or  thirty  more,  according  to  the  invention 
of  the  writer,  will  be  full  of  dangers,  dif 
ficulties,  mortifications,  hopes,  fears,  and 
defpair ;  and  it  commonly  falls  to  the  lot 
of  the  laft  chapter,  to  have  the  honour  of 
triumphing  over  them  all,  and  crowning 
the  lovers  with  complete  felicity.     Some 
authors  indeed,  who  fancy  that  they  flbine 

in 
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in  the  pathetic,  will  conclude  their  works 
with  a  lingering  death— a  {broke  of  felf- 
murder- — a  funeral  proceffian — •  a  marble 
urn  and  defpairing  beauty. 

"  The  hiftory  which  is  the  object  of 
this  lady's  anxious  attention,  is  of  the  lat 
ter  defcription  ;  and  if  we  were  to  wait 
here  but  another  hour,  you  would  fee  her 
weeping  at  the  melancholy  tale,  taking 
drops  to  cheer  her  languid  fpirits,  and  or 
dering  her  coach  to  bear  her  to  a  card- 
party,  to  diflipate  the  forrows  of  the  even 
ing. 

<c  But  more  of  this  hereafter  :  — and  to 
make  you  fome  amends  for  this  picture  of 
female  folly,  or  rather  of  human  depravity; 
for,  coniidered  in  all  its  circurnftances,  it 
•well  deferves  that  name ;  I  will  prefent  a 
fcene  to  you  of  a  very  different  and  more 
exhilirating  nature :  and  for  this  purpofe 
we  will  change  our  fit'uation  to  the  pedi 
ment  of  a  door,  from  whence  you  will 

have 
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have  a  very  commanding  view  of  the" 
party  I  fhall  next  offer  to  your  contem 
plation.  —  This  arrangement  was  no  fooner 
propofed  than  accomplifhed  j  and  the 
Count  enjoyed  the  full  profped  of  a  fmall 
company  aflembled  at  dinner  in  the  houfe 
oppofite  to  them." 

"  Thefe  worthy  people,  "  faid  Afmo- 
deus,  "  are  celebrating  a  wedding  of  this 
morning,  and  though  it  is  not  attended 
with  the  fplendour  of  the  nuptial  feafl  you 
have  fo  lately  feen,  in  another  part  of  the 
flreet,  it  is  by  no  means  of  an  unintereiling 
nature;  and,  as  fuch,  I  flatter  mylelfthat 
you  will  find  fome  little  amufemcnt  in  the 
following  hiilory  of  it. 


was  the  daughter  of  a  refpec- 
table  farmer  in  a  fmall  town  in  the  weft 
of  England,  and  having  been  chofen  to  be 
the  companion  of  Aimer/a,  a  young  lady 
ef  her  own  age,  who  was  the  heirefs  of  a 
wealthy  gentleman  in  her  father's  neigh 

bourhood,  —  • 
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>erurhood, — Mary  had  acquired  a  manner 
of  behaviour  fuperior  to  her  Ration,  and 
had  improved  the  good  underflanding 
which  nature  had  given  her,  by  being  fre 
quently  prefent  at  the  inilrudiions  beftow- 
ed  on  her  friend  and  protectrefs  :  but  thefe 
advantages  were  not  of  long  continuance  5 
for  when  Almeria  attained  the  age  of  fix- 
teen  years,  fhe  bid  adieu  to  the  country, 
in  order  to  be  ufhered  into  polite  life,  un 
der  the  care  and  guidance  of  an  aunt,  who 
refided  in  London, 


On  taking  leave  of  Mary,  however,  (he 
fhed  tears,  and  made  the  moft  ardent  pro- 
feffions  of  lading  friendfhip.  She  did, 
indeed,  write  occaiionally  to  her  village 
friend ,  for  fome  time  after  Ihe  was  fepara- 
ted  from  her;  but  the  novelty  of  her  iitu- 
ation,  the  crowd  of  new  acquaintance,  and 
the  pleafures  of  fafhionable  life,  ibon  ren  • 
dered  fuch  a  correfpondence  indifferent,  if 
not  irkfome  to  her ;  and  Mary,  who  found 
herfelf  negle&ed,  and  thought  herfelf  for 
gotten, 
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gotten,  endeavoured  to  find  confolation  in 
performing  the  duties  of  an  affe6Honate 
child  to  an  infirm  and  tender  father. 

"  In  this  fituation  flie  would  have  been 
contented  ;    but  two  enemies  appeared  in 
different  forms,  to  difturb  her  repofe,  ajid 
embitter  the  innocent  comforts  of  her  life : 
a  mother-in-law,  who  was  jealous  of  her 
fuperior  merit,  and  the  curate  of  the  parilh, 
who  was  become  too  fenfible  of  it. — The 
former  made  her  wretched  from  the  conti 
nual  occafion  {he  took  to  thwart  and  mor 
tify  her ;    while  the  latter  deftroyed  the  lit 
tle  fatisfaction  that  remained,  by  infpiring 
her  tender  bofom  with  a  chalte,  but  inau- 
fpicious  paffiori.    With  the  one  flie  fuffered 
all  the  rigours  of  envious  tyranny ;  and  if 
ihe  fled  from  the  evils  of  it,  to  the  afylum 
that  was  offered  her  in  the  arms  of  the 
other,  though  flie    might  find    love,    it 
would   be    aifociated'  with    that    poverty 
which  would  deprive  it  of  every  charm, 

and 
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render  her  diflrefs  ftill  more  afflicting, 
by  heightening  the  fenfibilities  of  it. 

<e  At  length,  Mary's  father,  who  had 
long  been  in  a  declining  ft  ate,  paid  the 
laft  debt  which  is  due  to  nature.—*  She  re 
ceived  his  dying  benedi6tion,  and  retired 
in  an  agony  of  grief,  from  the  chamber  of 
an  expiring  parent.  But  her  former 
imeafmefTes  vanifhed  from  her  remem 
brance  on  a  view  of  thofe  diftreiTes  which 
.now  threatened  her.  The  artifices  of  her 
ftep-mother  had  prevailed  to  deprive  her 
of  that  paternal  property  which,  by  every 
natural  right,  belonged  to  her,  and  as  ihe 
was  left  deftitute  of  fortune,  her  lover  be 
gan  to  grow  cool ;  till,  at  length,  he  actu 
ally  forfook  her,  and  transferred  his  af 
fections  to  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  far 
mer.  Nay,  the  day  fhortly  arrived,  when 
that  hand,  which  had  been  fo  often  pledged 
to  Mary,  was  to  be  given  to  another. 

"  The  poor,  unhappy  girl,  perfecuted 
as  (lie  was  by  the  mockeries  of  her  mo 
ther. 
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ther-in~law,  and  poile fling  too  much  pride 
to  remain  the  fcorn  of  thofe  who  had  fo 
long  envied  her  fuperior  endowments, 
packed  up  a  little  bundle  of  neceffarics, 
and  while  the  village  was  aiTembled  to  fee 
the  nuptial  proceilion,  fhe  ftole  from  the 
houle  ;  and  taking  a  private  path,  determi 
ned  to  purfue  her  way  to  London,  and 
throw  herfelf  on  the  friendfhip,  or,  at  leaft, 
the  humanity  of  Almeria.  As  fhe  crolTed 
the  fields,  the  marriage  peal  fmote  her  ear, 
and  while  it  quickened  her  ftep,  it  added 
alfo  to  the  painful  throbblngsof  her  heart. 
It  was  not  long,  however,  before  fhe  gain 
ed  the  high-road  to  the  capital ;  where, 
hurried,  fatigued  and  afflicted,  fhe  fat  down 
upon  a  Hone,  and  gave  vent  to  her  tears. 

At  this  moment,  a  young  man  dreffed  in 
mourning,  rode  up  to  the  place  where  fhe 
fat,  and  made  his  enquiries  in  fuch  a  man 
ner,  at  induced  her  to  tell  him  that  fhe  was 
unfortunate,  and  was  directing  her  courfe 
toward  London.  He  replied  that  he  was 

the 


IN     ENGLAND.  217 

the  m  after  of  two  broad- wheel  waggons 
which  werejuft  behind,  and  that  fhe  Ihould 
not  only  be  welcome  to  a  place  in  either  of 
them,  but  that  he  would  take  upon  him  to 
conduct  her  in  fafety,  and  without  any 
cofl  on  her  part,  to  the  end  of  her  journey. 

"  It  may  now,  perhaps,  be  proper  toob- 
ferve,"  continued  the  Demon,  "  that  Mary 
was  indebted  to  nature  for  tbmething  bet 
ter  than  beauty.  She  poflefTed  a  form,  a 
countenance,  and  a  voice  that  commanded 
an  intereft  in  fenfible  minds,  and  the  mafter 
of  the  waggons  happened  to  be  endued 
with  a  feniibility  which  is  not  expected  to 
accompany  fuch  a  ftation  ;  and,  indeed,  is 
very  rarely  to  be  found  in  any  character  that 
has  been  educated  in  the  trammels  of  world 
ly  concerns.  When  the  firft .waggon  arrived, 
Mary  was  feated  in  the  moft  commodious 
.  part  of  it ;  and  the  owner  .of  the  machine 
had,  during  the  courie  of  the  journey,  fo 
far  gained,  by  his  ailiduities,  on  the  confi 
dence  of  the  fair  traveller,  that  fhe  ventu- 

VOL.  II.  K  red 
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red  to  communicate  to  him  the  unreferved 
hiftcry  of  her  forrows  and  difappoint- 
ments. 

<c  On  their  arrival  in  town,  the  friendly 
carrier  attended  her  to  Almeria's  houfe, 
where  fhe  was  received  with  kindnefs,  and 
experienced  the    cheering  confolations  of 
protecting  friendfnip.    But  this  is  not  all : 
for  a  few  weeks  after,  the  matter  of  the  wag 
gons,  who  had  fince  been  obliged  to  remain 
in  the  country,  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  his 
father,  who  had  died  fome  time  before,  paid 
her  a  viiit,  and  offered  her  to  become  the 
miftrefs  of  the  waggon  in  which  fhe  rode, 
and  to  fhare,  befides,  a  very  comfortable 
fituation  with  him.   She  was  already  rather 
prepoflefTed  in  his  favour,  and  Almeria  ap 
proving  very  much  of  the   connection, 
Mary  confcnted  to  his  propofal,  and  they 
were  married  this  morning.    On  this  occa- 
fion  Almeria  conduced  herfelf  towards  her 
village  friend  with  the  warmeft  generofity; 

and 
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and  it  is  at  her  houfe  that  you  now  behold 
the  celebration  of  this  happy  marriage." 

"  This  is  a  molt  pleafant  little  hiftory," 
faid  Don  Cleofas,  €t  and  I  think  would 
form  the  fubject  of  an  excellent  novel  for 
the  old  lady  to  take  to  church  with  her/' 

"  I  perfectly  agree  with  you/'  replied 
Afmodeus ;  cc  and  to  give  you  an  adequate 
idea  of  this  fpecies  of  compoikion,  I  will 
take  up  your  fuggeftion,  and  let  you  into 
the  manner  in  which  fuch  a  bufinefs  might 
be  very  completely  arranged. 

"  Firft  of  all,  we  muft  turn  the  farmer 
of  the  village  into  the  parfon  of  it;  the  cu 
rate  into  a  country  Tquire;  the  waggon 
into  a  poll-coach;  and  the  carrier  into  a  Mr. 

,  the  accomplifhed  Ion  of  a  wealthy 

Baronet,  who  was  one  among  the  nume-* 
rous  admirers  of  Almerja.  We  muft  then 
make  Almeriafo  jealous  ofMary,as  to  treat 
the  poor  girl  very  ill  at  firft,  and  turn  her 
Kz  out 
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out  of  doors  afterwards. — Mary  muft  then 
be  reprefented  as  fuffering  every  kind  of 
diftrefs ;  but  pofTeilmg  virtue  fufficient  to 
refill  all  the  dangers  and  temptations  of 
her  calamitous  fituation.  In  the  mean 

time,  Mr.  B muft,  in  confequcnce 

of  the  advice  of  feme  rich  relations,  be  dif- 
patched  by  his  father  to  the  continent,  on 
account  of  his  avowed  attachment  to  Mary. 
An  hiftory  of  his  conftancy — his  miferies  — 
and  his  travels,  will,  of  courfe,  follow  j — 
then  kill  all  his  relations  without  mercy, 
place  his  father  on  his  death-bed,  and  hur 
ry  him  back  to  England,  to  receive  a  pa 
ternal  blefling,  and  fucceed  to  the  title  and 
eftate  of  his  family.  After  a  very  anxious 
purfuk  and  continual  enquiry,  let  him,  at 
length,  in  fome  very  unexpected  and  unac 
countable  manner,  difcover  his  darling 
Mary  in  an  humble,  but  virtuous  fituation, 
from  whence  he  muft  inftantly  remove  her, 
to  make  her  Lady  B . 

.    "  By  way  of  epifode  or  under-plot,  Al- 
meria,  after  having  been  for  fome  time  a 

coqu  tie 
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coquette  of  consideration,  may  be  made  to 
marry  a  diffipated  man  of  faihion,  and  to 
become  a  diffipated  woman  of  fafhion  -,  (lie 
may  then  be  feparated  from  her  hulband, 
and  left  to  the  grief  of  morning  nerves, 
the  hurry  of  evening  difiipation,  and  the 
mortifications  of  faded  beauty. — Thus,  I 
flatter  myfelf,"  continued  he,  "  the  bufi- 
nefs  would  be  admirably  well  completed ; 
and  I  am  vain  enough  to  think, 'that  this 
fketch,  finimed  as  it  might  be,  would  give 
bread  to  fome  poor  fellow  of  an  hackney- 
writer,  for  twelve  months  to  come*" 

<f  And  if  you  have  the  power/'  faid  Don 
Cleofas,  ce  it  would  be  charity  to  infpire 
fuch  an  one  with  the  thought.  But  my 
attention  is  already  transferred  to  a  fcene 
in  the  adjoining  houfe,  which  is  as  unin 
telligible  tome,  as  any  of  thofe  which  have 
preceded  it,  till  you  were  fo  kind  as  to 
unfold  the  hiftory  of  them.  There  is," 
continued  he,  "  feated  at  table,  a  middle- 
aged  man,  in  a  mabby  military  drefs,  with 
K  3  a  wo- 
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a  woman  fomewhat  younger  than  hirnfelf, 
and  three  children,  whofe  appearance  does 
not  at  all  fuit  the  grandeur  of  the  apart-  " 
ment,  and  the  elegance  of  the  dinner.      At 
the  fame  time  a  gentleman,  who,  I  prefume, 
is  the  mafter   of  the  houfe,  mews  them 
every  podible  attention;  and  is  now  ferving 
them  himfelf  with  wine,  from  afmall  round 
table  by  his  fide,  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  pla 
ced  there  in  order  to  fuperfede  the  attei> 
danceTof  fervants. — But  this  is  not  all;  for 
while  you  were  concluding  the  hiflory  of 
your  novel,  I  obferved,  that  on  the  gentle 
man's  leaving  the  room  for  a  minute,  the 
officer  rofe  inftantly  from  his  chair  to  em 
brace  the  woman  arid  children  with  that 
impatient  warmth,-  which  denotes  him  to 
be  the  affectionate  hulband  of  the  one,  and 
the  tender  father  of  the  other;  and  tlien  re 
turned  as  haflily  to  his  place  without  ut 
tering   a  fyllable,  with  an  air  of  appre- 
henfion  that  this  ilolen  indulgence  of  his 
affections  might  be  difcovered  by  the  fud- 

return  of  the  gentleman/' 

«c  It 
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«'  It  is  exactly,"  (aid  the  Demon,  "  as 
you  have  imagined  :  but  to  give  you  a 
fatisfactory  explanation  of  what  you  have 
feen,  I  muft  trouble  you  with  another  (lory 
to  affect  your  fenfibility, — to  awaken  your 
furprife, — and  to  fatisfy  your  humanity. 

"  The  matter  of  that  houfe  is  a  noble 
man  of  great  wealth  and  virtue  ;  but  his 
character  is  principally  marked  with  a  pe 
culiar  turn  of  humour,  and  the  love  of  what 
may  be  called  frolic,  which  predominate 
in  all  his  actions  :  The  indulgence  even  of 
his  humane  difpolition  muft  be  accompa 
nied  with  the  gratification  of  his  fingular 
propenfity.  But  I  {hall  explain  myfelf 
more  to  your  fatisfaction  in  the  hiftory  of 
the  hulinefs  which  has  fo  naturally  ilimu- 
lated  your  prefent  curiofity. 

cc  This  nobleman,  who  is  continually  on 

the  watch  to  indulge  his  humour,  hadob- 

ferved,  for  fome    time,   that  whenever  he 

palled  through  St.  James's  Park,  he  was 

K  4  fure 
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iiire  to  fee  a  military  gentleman  of  about 
fifty  years  of  age,  of  a  melancholy  and  un- 
profperous  appearance,  always  walking  by 
himfelf  in  the  Mail,  o*  fitting  alone  upon 
a  bench. 


c  This  gentleman  the  noble  Lord  mark 
ed  out  as  a  moft  defirable  object  for  one 
of  his  benevolent  frolics;  and  having  caufed 
the  neceffary  enquiries  to  be  made  con 
cerning  him,  his  Lordfhip  found  that  he 
was  exactly  the  unfortunate  and  negle&ed 
man  who  would  fuit  his  purpofe.     He  had 
originally  laid  out  the  whole  of  his  little 
fortune  in  the  purchafe  of  a  commiflion, — 
had,  during  the  laft  war,  behaved  with  un 
common  bravery,  and  at  the  concluiion  of 
it,  been- left  to  •  ftarve  upon  half- pay. — 
It    alfb    appeared,     on   further    enquiry, 
that  the  poor  captain  having  a  wife  and 
fever al  children,  had  been  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fending  them  into    Yorkfhire, 
whither  he  conftantly  remitted  them  one 
hit!';  of  his  pay,  which  would  not  be  fuffici- 

ent 
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ent  for  their  fubfiflence  near  the  metropo 
lis,  and  reierved  the  other  moiety  to  keep 
himfelf  on  the  fpot,  where  alone  he  could 
hope  for  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a 
more  advantageous  fituation.  Thefe  par 
ticulars  were  precifely  fuch  as  the  noble 
Lord  defir,ed>  and  he  immediately  began  to 
prepare  them  for  the  indulgence  of  his 
own  peculiar  gratification. 

<c  After  fome  time,  when  every  previous 
circumftanceof  the  plan  had  been  adjufied, 
he  lent  a  meflage  of  invitation  to  the  cap 
tain,  defining  the  favour  of  his  company 
to  dinner  the  day  following.  The  poor, 
forlorn  officer  was  not  lefs  aftonifhed  than 
delighted  at  this  molt  unexpected  meflage ; 
he  therefore  accepted  the  invitation  with 
the  rnoft  grateful  acknowledgements,  and 
employed  the  interval  in  flattering  his 
hopes,  that  fuch  a  mark  of  civility  from  a 
nobleman  wholly  unknown  to  him,  muft 
have  arifen  from  fome  fecret  circurnftances, 
which  would  undoubtedly  promote  a 
K  s  happy 
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happy  change  in  his  prefent  uncomfortable 
fituation, 

"  The  next  day  the  noble  Lord  received 
him  with  very  diftinguifhed  civility  ;  and 
taking  him  afide  with  an  air  of  great  fc- 
crecy  and  importance,  aflonifhed  the  cap 
tain  with  the  information,  that  he  had  re- 
quefteci  the  favour  of  his  company  to  dine, 
by  the  deiire  of  a  lady,  who  had  long  had  a 
peculiar  regard  for  him,  and  very  anxioufly 
\viihed  to  be  prefented  to  him;  a  circum- 
flance  which,  from  her  ihuation,  it  was 
irripofiible  for  her  to  accomplifh,  without 
the  affiftance  of  a  friend :  he  had}  there 
fore,  taken  the  liberty  to  bring  them  to 
gether,  as  it  would  prove,  he  hoped,  to 
their  mutual  fatisfadtion.  While  his  Lord- 
ihip  was  fpeaking,  he  enjoyed  the  pro 
found  aftomfhment  which  appeared  in  the 
captain's  face ;  who,  after  he  had  a  little 
recovered  himfelf,  began  a  eply  with  great 
folemnity,  in  which  he  laboured  to  iniinu- 
ate,  in  the  belt  manner  he  could,  that  he 

doubted 
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doubted  the  truth  of  this  relation,  and  that 
therefore  it  became  him  to  refent  the  infult 
offered  him :  but  the  Peer  put  an  end  to 
his  doubts,  by  laying  his  hand  on  his 
breaft,  and  very  devoutly  fwearing,  that 
he  had  told  him  nothing  which  he  did  not 
believe  himfelf  to  be  true,  and  allured  him 
that  a  few  minutes  would  convince  him  of 
the  truth  "or  falfehood  of  his  afiertions,  as 
,the  lady  in  queftion,  would  meet  him  at 
table. 

(€  At  this  moment  dinner  was  announced, 
and  the  captain  entered  the  eating-room 
in  a  mixed  ilate  of  curiofity  and  apprehen- 
lion,  which,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  inftantiy 
gave  way  to  his  mod  inexpreflible  aitonifh- 
ment,  when  he  faw  his  wife  and  children 
feated  at  the  table,  in  an  equal  ftate  of  fur  - 
prife  at  the  fight  of  him  : — For  the  good 
Lord  had  begun  his  frolic,  by  framing 
fome  plaufible  pretence  to  induce  them  to- 
change  their  retreat  in  Yorkfliire  for  his 
houfe  in  London. 

K  6  «  The 
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if  The  looks  of  aftonifhment  at  the  un 
expected  meeting  of  thefe  worthy  people, 
with  the  amiable  and  happy  confufion  that 
followed,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  them 
to  eat  any  thing  that  was  fet  before  them, 
with  various  other  aukward  circumftances, 
that  arole  from  the  peculiar  fituatipns  of 
the  party,  afforded  all  the  entertainment 
to  the  noble  Lord  which  he  expected  to 
derive  from  his  whimfical  arrangement. 

"  You  are  now/'  continued  Afmodeus, 
*c  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  bulinefs, 
to  reconcile  what  you  have  feen  to  your 
own  underftanding :  but  the  lafl  act  of 
this  pleafant  comedy  ftill  remains  to  be 
performed :  and  as  we  have  not  time  to 
wait  for  the  exhibition  of  it,  you  muil 
receive  it  from  my  defcription. 

c<  You  muft  know  then,  that  in  the 

^courfe  of  the  evening,  the  noble  Lord  will 

apologize  to  his  company   for  tranfacling 

a  little  bufinefs  in  their  prefence  with  his 

#  lawyer, 
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lawyer,  who  will  be  called  in  to  execute  a 
deed,  which,  on  hearing  it  read,  the  afto- 
nimed  captain  will  perceive  to  be  no 
thing  lefs  than  a  fettlement  of  an  handfome 
provilion  on  himfelf  and  family  during 
their  lives.  The  Peer  will  enjoy,  with  in 
finite  pleafure,  the  further  emotions  of  his 
£uefts?  during  the  recital  of  this  parchment; 
and,  having  executed  it,  will  prefent  it  to 
the  officer,  with  a  requeft  that  it  may  be 
received  without  any  expreflions  of  ac 
knowledgement  ;  alluring  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  fhould  not  have  acted  as  he 
had  done,  if  he  could  have  employed  his 
time  or  his  money  in  any  other  way  that 
could  have  procured  him  more  fatisfac- 


tion." 


"  As  you  contrived  an  admirable  no 
vel  from  the  laft  dory,"  faid  Don  Cleofas, 
"  you  might  furely  produce  an  excellent 
comedy  from  this,  under  the  title  of  The 
good  Humourift"  "  The  idea  is  not  a  bad 
one/'  replied  Afmodeus;  "  but  the  fpecies 

of 
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comedy  that  make's  people  cry  for  joy, 
and  which,  after  all,  poflefles  the  beft  ten 
dencies  of  dramatic  compontion,  is  not 
the  tafte  of  the  prefent  day.  People  now 
prefer  to  be  amufed  with  puns  that  would 
difgrace  common  converfation, — to  be  de 
lighted  with  extravagant  caricatures  of 
nature,  and  to  laugh  at  that  grimace  which, 
a  few  years  ago,  was  only  to  be  found  on 
the  ftage  of  a  mountebank." 

"  But  from  whence  proceeds  that  burft 
of  laughter,"  faid  Don  Cleofas,  <f  which, 
while  I  am  making  the  enquiry,  is  repeated 
with -augmented  violence;  it  appears  to 
iflue  from  the  houfe  whofe  portico  affords 
us  our  prefent  fittiation."  "  It  is  even 
fo,"  replied  the  Demon j  u  and  in  order  to 
gain  a  view  of  the  party,  we  mufl  remove 
to  a  nmilar  pofition  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
way,"  This  being  inflantly  effected, — 
"  It  is,  I  perceive,"  laid  the  Count, 
"  from  that  room  which  is  fo  finely 
adorned  with  pictures,  that  the  ftrain  of 

merri- 
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merriment  proceeded  ;  but,  inftead  of  a 
large  company,  which  I  expedled  to  find, 
I  fee  no  more  than  two  gentlemen,  who  are 
dining,  to  all  appearance,  in  great  luxury. 
They  muft,  however,  poflefs  a  very  un 
common  (hare  of  wit,  to  enliven  a  tete  a 
tete  with  fuch  violent  hilarity." 

<f  He  who  fits  in  the  arm-chair,"  replied 
Afmodeus,  "  and  is  now  pouring  out  a 
glafs  of  champagne  for  his  companion,  is 
a  man  of  a  very  fmgular  character.  He 
porTefles  infinite  pleafantry,  which  he  has 
contrived  to  apply  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
make  it  (land  in  theftead  of  eftate  and  for 
tune.  By  his  fuperior  convivial  and  col 
loquial  qualities,  under  the  difpoiition  of 
a  confummate  knowledge  of  mankind,  he 
has  contrived  to  be  a  Member  of  Parlia 
ment, — to  obtain  a  profitable  place  under 
Government, — to  aflbciate  with  the  fiifl 
people  in  the  kingdom,  and  live  in  elegance 
and  luxury.  But  this  is  not  all  • — he  will 
die  in  debt  to  half  the  town,  leave  fome  of 

his 
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his  moft  intimate  friends  in  a  flate  of  great 
embarraiTmcnt  from  their  engagements 
for  him,  and  contrive,  neverthelefs,  to  be 
queath  his  family  an  income  of  fifteen  hun 
dred  pounds  a  year." 

"  Then  I  prefume,"  faid  the, Count, 
"  that  the  gentleman  who  is  with  him,  is 
forrie  very  confidential  friend,  and  that  they 
are  both  laughing  at  the  Gullibility  of  man 
kind/' 

"  By  no  means/'  replied  Afmodeus, 
"  for  he  himfelf  is  the  dupe  of  the  prefent 
moment,  and  has  not  the  leaft  fufpicion 
that  a  good  dinner,  excellent  wines,  and  fo 
much  wit,  can  be  employed  to  pick  his 
pocket.  He  is,  in  fact,  a  falhionable 
Auctioneer,  and  has  juft  been  perfuaded 
to  advance  a  large  fum  of  money  upon  the 
pictures  which  hang  round  the  room, 
though  three  others  of  the  fame  profeffion 
have,  •  at  different  times,  been  previoufly 
induced  to  make  fimilar  advancements  on 

this 


IN    ENGLAND. 


this  valuable  collection  ;  for  which,  after 
all,  the  perfon  who  originally  fold  them, 
has  never  been  paid  a  fh  ill  ing. 

"  Such  a  character  as  this,  '  is,  of  all 
others,  the  moil  dangerous  to  civil  fbciety: 
I  do  not  mean  with  refpect  to  the  mere 
frauds  practifed  on  individuals,  which  do 
not  extend  their  mifchief  beyond  the  per- 
fons  who  fuffer  by  them,  but  from  the  fa 
culty  of  .prefer  v  ing  himfelf  in  reputation 
and  fociety  with  fo  many  difgraceful  im 
putations  annexed  to  his  character,  by  the 
fole  art  of  creating  a  laugh  at  his  vices, 
and  making  them  the  fubject  of  irreliftible 
jocularity.  —  For  you  may  be  allured,  that 
the  man  who  is  able  by  his  wit  and  his 
cunning  to  make  a  notorious  act  of  dif- 
honefty  appear  to  be  a  good  joke,  is  more 
hoftile  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  com 
munity,  than  the  villain  who  lives  by 
plunder;  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  moral 
qualities  of  a  man's  heart  are  fuperior  to 
the  guineas  he  carries  in  his  purfe. 

"  But 
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fe  But  I  muft  quit  my  moralizing 
ftrain,"  faid  the  Demon,  "  to  requefl  your 
attention  to  the  next  houfe,  where  a  pale, 
emaciated  figure  of  a  young  man,  wrapped 
up  in  flannels,  and  reclining  on  a  fora,  is 
making  a  fkkly  dinner  on  a  iingle  potatoe : 
but  with  all  this  miferable  appearance,  he 
is,  I  allure  you,  in  a  Hate  of  preparation  to 
be  married."  "  That  may  be,"  replied 
the  Count,  €t  but  it  will  be  to  his  grave ; 
if  there  is  any  truth  in  appearances,  his 
nuptial  robe  will  be  a  Manding-fheet." — 
"  You  never  were  more  miftaken  in  your 
life/'  anfwered  the  Demon  ;  "  his  diforder 
is  by  no  means  defperate,  and  is  of  fuch  a 
nature,  that  he  muft  abfolutely  be  made 
worfe,  in  order  to  be  made  better. — He 
is  really  contracted  to  one  of  the  fineft  wo 
men  in  the  kingdom,  who  is  fo  fuperior 
to  vulgar  prejudices,  that,  though  (he 
knows  his  prefent  fufFerings  are  the  fruits 
of  a  long  contamination  with  the  loweft 
profit tutes,  confents  to  take  him  for  an 
hufbandj  and  fends  every  clay,  in  the  kind- 
eft 
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eft  manner  poflible,  to  enquire  concerning 
the  progrefs  of  his  cure.  The  nuptials, 
therefore,  are  necelFarily  delayed ;  for,  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  they  will  depend  as 
much  on  the  licence  of  the  furgeon,  as  on 
that  of  the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury. 

"  In  the  houfe  adjoining,  a  violent 
friend  to  the  party  in  oppolition  to  the 
prefent  Minifters,  is  giving  a  dinner  to 
feveral  of  the  leading  members  of  it. — In 
that  company  there  are  men  who  poffefs  as 
great  talents  and  as  corrupt  principles  as 
ever  were  known  to  elevate  or  debafe  the 
human  character. —  But  I  fhall  take  an 
opportunity  to  introduce  you  to  an  inti 
mate  acquaintance  wllh  them  at  a  more 
fuitable  opportunity.  At  prefent,  as  you 
may  perceive,  the  ardour  of  ambition  is 
checked, — the  iighs  of  patriotifm  arefrno- 
thercd, — the  burthen  .of  oppreffive  taxes 
are  rendered  imperceptible  -, —  and  the 
haughty  ignorance  of  Minifters  is  fuper- 
feded  by  the  joys  of  convivial  fociety. — 

Demireps 
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Demireps  of  fasfhion, — proilitutes  of  repu 
tation, —  diaries  of  the  gaming-table, — 
and  the  improving  topics  of  the  horfe- 
courfe  and  the  fox-chace,  occupy  the  deep 
difcourfe.  The  loud  burft  of  laughter 
however,  which  has  juft  efcaped  them,  was 
caufed  by  an  hontft  country  Yquire  who 
is  ot  no  party  whatever,  and  was  acciden 
tally  invited  to  make  one  of  the  company. 
It  mull,"  indeed,  be  acknowledged  that  he 
made  a  rnofl  ridiculous  blunder,  and  well 
deferves  the  mockery  of  jovial  patriots; 
for  he  actually  propofed  as  a  toaft,  c  Long 
life  to  his  prefent  Majefty.' 

"  In  the  fail-floor  of  the  next  houfe> 
there  is  no  mirth  or  feftivity ;  but  if  you 
turn  your  eyes-  to  that  quarter,  you  will  fee 
an  old  bachelor  and  a  very  excellent  man, 
who  is  taking  his  dinner  by  himfelf,  with 
more  real  fatisfadlion  and  virtuous  con 
tentment,  than  coulcl  be  extracted  from 
that  huge  mafs  of  company  which  we 
have  juft  quitted* 

"  That 
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*c  That  gentleman  is  a  learned.,  accom- 
:pl  lifted  and  worthy  charade r.  His  eflate 
is  very  considerable,  and  his  expences  very 
moderate  -,  but  the  tranquil  privacy  of  his 
life  does  not  arife  from  any  avaricious 
principle,  but  merely  to  avoid  the  trouble 
and  reiiraint  of  living  up  to  his  fortune. — 
When  he  is  in  town,  he  refides  in  a  lodg 
ing,  with  no  other  attendants  than  a  foot 
man,  and  a  maid-fervant.  In  the  country 
his  eflablifnrnent  is  not  more  numerous 
than  is  abfolutely  necefFary  for  his  own 
convenience. — He  certainly  does  not  fpend 
a  fifth  part  of  his  income  on  himielf : — 
Neverthelefs,  he  thought  proper,  but  laft 
week,  to  add  five  thoufand  pounds  to 
the  marriage  portion  of  one  of  his  nieces. 

"  But  we  have  pretty  well  exhaufted 
this  llreet  of  its  hiftory,"  faid  Afmodeus  ; 
"  and  we  will  now  remove,  for  the  few 
minutes  we  have  to  fpare  on  dining  par- 
tie?,  to  another  fituation." — This  propoii- 
tion  was  no  fooner  made  than  executed ; 

and 
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and  Don  Cleofas  found  himfelf  at  the  top 
of  an  houfe,  which  commanded  an  entire 
view  of  a  tavern  hi  the  neighbourhood  of 
St.  James's  Square. 


€( 


In  the  large  room,  on  the  firft-flcor/* 
continued  Afmodeus,    "you  lee  an  alTem- 
bly    of  Englifh   Baronets  ;    a  fpecies  of 
knights  whofe  honours  are  hereditary. — 
But  do  not  fuppofe,  I  beg  of  you,   that 
any  thing  like   the  true  fpirit   of  knight 
hood  animates  their  characters. — The  har 
dihood  of  antient  chivalry  is  not  felt  by  any, 
and  is  even  unknown  to  many  of  them. — 
No  fcheme  of  public  benefit — no  plan  of 
patriotic  benevolence  has  fummoned  them 
together. — The  honour  of  their  Order,  or 
rather  the  filly  vanity  of  certain  individu 
als  of  it,  has  produced  this  meeting  j  the 
important  bufinefs  of  which  is,  to  confider 
of  the  mode  to  be  employed  in  addrefling 
the  King,  to  grant  thele  meritorious  cha 
racters  fome  additional  mark  of  perfonal 
diftindion.— They  are  not  contented  with 

a  title 
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a  title  for  themfelves,  their  wives,  and  the 
elder  branches  of  their  pofterity; — they 
do  not  think  it  fufficient  that  their  daugh 
ters  fhould  take  place  after  thofe  of  Peers 
of  the  Realm,  and  that  their  arms  mould 
be  emblazoned  with  a  bloody  hand  ;  but, 
like  children,  who  having  got  one  bauble, 
inftantly  cry  for  another,  they  are  idly 
ambitious  of  obtaining  permiflion  to  wear 
the  bloody  hand  encircled  in  a  ftar,  on 
their  coats,  or  to  dangle  in  the  form* of  a 
medallion  from  a  ribband,  on  their  waift- 
coats. — However,  for  the  credit  of  die  Or 
der,  not  a  tenth  part  of  thofe  who  poflefs 
it,  are  concerned  in  forwarding  thefe  filly 
pretenfions ;  and  they  who  are  moft  eager 
in  the  bufinefs,  are  chiefly  thofe  of  modern 
creation. 

"  The  knight  who  is  now  ftammering 
out  a  fpeech  on  the  occafion,  obtained  his 
title  in  the  following  manner  : — A  former 
Minifter  being  continually  perfecuted  by 
a  perfon  who  had  been  of  fome  ufe  to  him, 

for 
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for  a  remuneration  of  his  fervices,  at 
length  told  him,  that  there  was  no  other 
immediate  poffibility  of  iatisfying  him, 
unlefs  he  would  accept  of  a  Baronet's  pa 
tent  :  but  as  honours  alone  will  not  ap- 
peafe  an  hungry  ftomach,  or  pay  a  taylor's 
bill,  or  difcharge  the  rent  of  a  lodging, 
the  poor  man  remonftrated  in  a  very  earn 
ed  manner,  on  the  impropriety  of  fuch  a 
donation ;  when  he  was  informed  that  a 
blank  was  left  for  the  name,  and  that  he 
might  difpofe  of  the  title  to  the  beft  bid 
der.  The  worthy  gentleman  whom  I 
have  jufl  pointed  out  to  you,  eager  to  ad 
vance  his  rank  in  fociety,  gave  fifteen  hun 
dred  pounds  to  fill  the  blank  with  his 
name."  "  And  very  probably/'  inter 
rupted  Don  Cleofas,  "  he  does  not  think 
that  he  has  had  enough  for  his  "money." — 
"  At  all  events,"  replied  the  Demon,  "  he 
has  better  grounds  to  go  upon  than  thole 
who  have  received  their  title  as  a  perfonal 
favour  from  their  Sovereign,  or  to  whom 
it  has  defcended  from  their  ancestors. — 

But 
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But,  after  all,  the  petty  ambition  of  thefe 
good  people  muft  content  itfelf  with 
their  prefent  fituatipn ;  for  after  having 
been  very  generally  laughed  at  by  the  fen- 
fible  part  of  mankind,  they  will  not  be 
able  to  get  another  drop  from  the  foun 
tain  of  honour,  to  quench  the  thirft  of 
their  ridiculous  vanity. 

"  Look  into  the  room/'  faid  the  De 
mon,  "  on  the  ground-floor,  where  three 
gentlemen,  who  have  finiflied  their  dinner, 
are  drinking  toads  to  patriotifm,  and 
whatever  is  fuperior  in  beauty  : — But  this 
is  not  the  object  of  their  meeting ; — the 
youngeft  of  the  three,  who  is  juft  come  to 
a  large  eftate,  is  to  be  enlivened  by  Bur 
gundy  out  of  his  precaution  ; — cards  will 
then  be  propofed — and  he  will,  in  the  end, 
pay  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  agree 
able  party, 

"  I    (hall  conclude  this  branch  of  our 

excurdon,"  continued  Afmodeus,   "  with 

VOL.  II.  L  defi- 
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defiring  you  to  obferve  a  little  party  in 
the  adjoining  room,  which  confifts  of  a 
town-bred  man  of  fafhion,  who  has  a  place 
at  Court,  and  a  refpectable  country  gen 
tleman.  The  former  pafled  two  months 
during  the  laft  fummer,  at  the  feat  of  the 
latter  in  a  diftant  county,  where  he,  his 
fcrvants  and  his  horfes,  were  entertained 
in  plenty,  and  with  a  cordial  welcome  : — 
And  in  return  for  all  this  civility,  he  has 
invited  his  country  friend,  who  is  come  to 
town  on  bufinefsj  to  a  tavern  dinner,  for 
which  he  will  allow  him  to  pay  half  the 
reckoning. 

<c  The  worthy  Tqu  ire  will,  as  you  may 
fuppofe,  quit  London  with  very  unfavour 
able  impreffions  of  its  Jiofpitality,  and  a 
full  determination  that  this  gentleman,  at 
leaft,  fhall  never  be  again  invited  to  par 
take  of  that  which  he  has  always  praclifed 
in  the  country. 

"  But 


IN     ENGLAND.  243 

"  But  this  is  a  time  of  the  evening," 
obferved  the  Demon,  "  when  other  ob 
jects  are  ready  to  prefent  themfelves  to 
our  obfervation :  we  will,  therefore,  if 
your  Lordfhip's  curioiity  does  not  demand 
repofe,  proceed  to  a  review  of  them." — 
The  Count  did  not  hefkate  a  moment  in 
in  exprefTing  a  defire  to  continue  the  in- 
ftruvSUve  progrefs  ;  and  they  immediately 
took  their  flight  to  another  quarter  of 
the  town. 


END     OF    VOL.    II. 
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